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To 
John R. Walker 
and 
All the early settlers 
As a memorial to their memories 
This Historical Book is respectfully 
Compiled by 


Bernice Walker Ritchie 
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The Centennial Committee and the people who contributed to this history of 
Gladwin County ask your indulgence in any errors or inconsistencies you may find in 
reading this book. 


The writers have endeavored to obtain the information through interviews and 
research in newspaper files, township, city and organization records, but the passage 
of time dims memories and records sometimes fail to give a complete picture. 


The committee is also aware that some phases of the history of the county have 
not been adequately covered but the limited time available for research, writing, 
compiling and printing has restricted the scope of the undertaking. 


The committee feels the publication will aid in perpetuating the history of Glad- 
win County and that a future issue can be more comprehensive in recording the 
county’s history for posterity. 


The committee suggests that in preparation for the county’s centennial in 1975 
that a Gladwin County Historical Society be formed in the near future. As the gov- 
erning body of the county, the committee feels the board of supervisors is the logical 
organization to sponsor a historical society, make funds available and appoint inter- 
ested persons ag officers to serve with volunteers without remuneration. 
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THE STORY OF GLADWIN COUNTY 


Foreword 


A dominant characteristic of County histories is 
that they are rich in personal reminescences. They give 
common everyday detailed experiences of life, of those 
who actually lived in the county. They are not classical 
works of history produced from scientific research. 
Neither war nor polities are, as a rule, over- emphasized 
in county histories as they sometimes are in general 
histories. They simply give the way of life of the 
settlers without adulation. In them, in the main, are 
discussed the essentials and the facts of life of the 
common everyday folks. The study of county histories 
should create an appreciation of the pioneers. They 
give a better understanding of local community growth 
and experiences. 


Covnty histories may in a sense be considered as 
memorials since it is a record of the memories of the 
people of the County. Thus, they become cultural ag- 
ents and aids in the preservation of civilization. As 
such they have their part in inspiring loyalty to the 
‘and of the founding fathers . 


The writing of a county history is a labor of love. 
The motive is not for profit, 


Introduction 


From the days of very good trapping, and the 
lumbering of the stately virgin pine the first known 
period of Gladwin County has unfolded. Upon this 
occasion of the celebration of our First Settler Centen- 
nial, it becomes our honor and duty to commemorate 
the past and perpetuate our pioneer names and events 
for posterity. 

Many of the people living in our county today ca. 
still recall the stories they have heard of the hardships 
endured and obstacles overcome to gain the cleared 
fields, schools, churches, and roads. 

In scanning throvgh record books of our county, 
townships and cities we find such names as Elias Steele, 
Thomas F. Howland, James G. Dow, Marvel Secord, 
Chauncey C. Chapell, B. C. Diffin,. Williard Grout, 
Adam Scrafford and James A. Ells. These individuals 
are important to the degree of having served in the 
forming and planning of early government in this area. 
Interwoven in local history are many names and many 
family accomplishments. Fach are vital parts in the true 
story of Cedar, better known today as Gladwin. The 
ingenuity. spirit, and character many of our pioneers 
have handed down is very deeply imprinted upon Glad- 
win County. 

As one hundred years marks changes of many 
kinds it is important that old records be preserved for 
their value to future generations. As our early trap- 
pers, lumberjacks. and other pioneers accepted their 
lot by claiming the wilderness for their livelihood and 
descendants, it falls upon us to accept our heritage of 
preserving their memory and accomplishments’ for 
future generations. 


The history of the county, from early settlement 
to present day has been written with the objective aim 
of equally treating all townships, cities and various 
organizations in the many phases of development. How- 
ever, dve to varied reasons some township history rec- 
ords have been better preserved than others. It had 
been the sole aim of the Centennial Historical Commit- 
tee to give equal treatment to all and extend credit 
where duly deserved. Any omissions are due to inaccur- 
acies of past recordings. Our aim has been to give rec- 
ognition to ag many of our pioneers as traveled the 
early trails of Gladwin County. 

Thus we present a historical resume from 186L to 
our present day, 


Background History 
1781 - 1837 


Adoption of the ‘Ordinance of 1781” marked the 
beginning of the history of Michigan Territory. The 
Revolutioary War concluded England had yielded what 
was to be Michigan to the United States and in 1787 it 
formally became a part of the Northwest Territory. In 
the early days of the Northwest Territory most of 
these lands were inhabited by the Chippewa and Sauk 
Indians. Under the Treaty of Detroit in 1807, what is 
now Michigan was roughly surveyed by the United 
States. In this survey the lands of Gladwin were includ- 
ed with “Midland Territory” marked it as “Region of 
the Saginaws”. 

The Treaty set aside the area for the joint use of 
the Chippewa, Pottawattomie, Wyandotte and Ottawa 
nations of Indians. 

Under the “Treaty of Saginaw, dated 1819 all 
lands in this region known as “The Region of the 
Saginaw” were ceded to the United States Government 
by tne Indian Nations. 

Two reservations were excepted, however, and so 
remained for many years. 

January 14, 1837 a treaty was made between the 
United States and the Chippewa nation, under terms 
of which the Chippewas ceded both 1819 reservations 
back to the government. A provision was made that 
proceeds from the sale of these lands to go to the 
Indians. When this treaty had been signed all present 
day Midland County along with parts of Roscommon, 
all of Clare, part of Gladwin, Isabella, Bay, Saginaw, 
Gratiot, and Arenac was the territory of Midland. 


FIRST WHITE SETTLER ARRIVES 


Mr. Marvel Secord, born in Brantford, Ontario, 
Canada, October 16, 1801, came to Michigan with his 
parents at an early age. He lived in Detroit, Ann 
Arbor, and Owosso. In 1861 he and his son Jerome set 
out on a hunting and trapping expedition in the 
virgin pine forest of Central Michigan. They came up 
the Tittabawassee River by canoe, which was hewn 
from a large pine log. They carried with them all nec- 
essary equipment as axes, cross-cut saws, guns, traps, 
clothing, bedding and food supplies. 

On the west bank of the Tittabawassee River at 
the mouth of the Sugar River they built their hunting 
lodge. This place was called Dick’s Forks, because a 
man by the name of Dixon had owned the land, and 
also the fork in the waterway was there. During the 
first two years in this region he and his son averaged 
about $900 per year trapping. While hunting about 15 
miles from his home the second winter he was accident- 
ally shot in the ankle and carried home on a litter. A 
doctor was brought from Midland but he was unable to 
extract the ball. 

Marvel Secord had found the trapping more profit- 
able in the Gladwin area than his business had been in 
Owosso. He decided to return to Owosso, and get his 
family and move them all to Dick’s Forks. With his 
family he went from Owosso to St. Charles by wagon 
and steamer “Little Nell,” to Saginaw from hence to 
Midland up the river on the noted steamer “Belle Sey- 
mour” owned by John Larkin, and managed by J. N. 
Bean, Captain. 2nd Dan Oshorne, pilot for a number of 
years. While in Midland getting supplies, Mr. Secord 
was bitten on the hand by a dog. Due to this accident 
he could not use his hand and after some persuasion he 
hired two Indians to take his family to Dick’s Forks, a 
35-mile journey. After a week’s journey in a canoe dur- 
ing which many hard trials were passed and a large 
portion of thie spent in cutting floodwood = from — the 
gtveam they landed at their destination. 
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Gladwin County’s new jail and sheriff’s residence, 
built in 1909, in Gladwin, Michigan. 


The present court house built in 1939 - cost $82,000 
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In 1864 Marvel Secord entered the homestead upon 
which he resided until death. He constructed a large 
log house, cleared several acres of land, planted an or- 
chard, and his place beeume known as Secord. Many of 
the early lumbermen made this their headquarters for 
meals and lodging, especially during the spring drives 
when the logs were floated down the river to Saginaw 
and Bay City. 


About this time lumbering companies were getting 
well established, Pearson and Craig, partners, the. for- 
mer from Buffalo, the latter from Maine, with Sam 
Sias from Midland as foreman were the first to lumber 
in that locality. Marsh hay at that time was worth $40 
per ton, and Mr. Secord spent the summer cutting the 
-hay and winters trapping. 


A gun and dog were his constant companions, and 
with them he had no worries. One of his methods of 
killing deer was floating down the river on a rough 
raft, from which he shot with his gun and by means of 
whiett he has killedas many as seven deer in one night. 
Mr. Secord was very happy with his existence at Dick’s 
Forks. His wife, Mrs. May Secord, was the first white 
woman in the county. She was a good manager and for 
many years filled various school offices. As most pion- 
eers were, Mrs. Secord was energetic, industrious and 
straight forward. 


One of the much looked for and pleasant events 
was the yearly trip of the family to Midland. The trip 
was made in a large white canoe and it took a good 
long day for the trip down. Upon their entrance to 
Midland the ladies of the family being good singer's 
made the town ring with their musical voices. The fain- 
ily was left at Midland, while Mr. and Mrs. Secord 
went to Saginaw to dispose of their furs and lay. in 
supplies. The return trip took from three to four days 
and all hands had to paddle both ways, but the chil- 
dren worked harder going down than returning home. 
Provisions were costly, pork brovght $55 per barrel and 
flour $40 a barrel. 


Mr. Secord was somewhat of an inventor and in- 
vented and manufactured a single barreled muzzle 
loading gun with which he shot twice with one loading. 
This was a number of years before the famous re-load- 
ing guns appeared. 


Because of Mr. Secord’s popularity with the lum- 
berjacks, he became well known and served as Super- 
visor of Gladwin Township in 1879 and Judge of Pro- 
bate in 1883, 


After Marvel Secord’s son, Jerome, served his 
time with the Michigan Volunteers in the Civil War, he 
returned home, and purchased 80 acres on the Tittaba- 
wassee River just south of his father’s farm. At this 
location he built a log hovse, barn and_ blacksmith 
shop. Here in the north woods, Jerome Secord, with 
his wife, Bridget Ann. and their four children, Fred, 
William, Hattie and Minnie began pioneer life. Other 
children born later were Asa, Alice and Mabel Secord. 
Of these seven children Alice Secord Hockaday © still 
survives and is living with her daughter, Mrs. Beulah 
Gross, at 1647 Leith St., Flint, Michigan. 


There were several large lumber camps_ in the 
area of which Secord townshhip is part. There was a 
large set of camps and banking ground on the east 
bank of the Tittabawassee River near the present site 
of the Secord Dam. Charles Merrill’s camp was south 
and east of the Marvel Secord place. 


A number of operations were performed by the 
lumbermen before the timber was ready for market. 
First there was the felling of the trees which were cut 
into saw logs of various lengths. The logs were skidded 
out and hauled to the baokinge grounds on the banks of 
the rivers, In order to transport large loads of these 


logs by teams and horses. and sleighs, the log r 
were kept iced during the winter. This was done 
means of a large wooden tank mounted on sleighs 
a sprinkling device. Vhe horses were kept sharps 
to avoid slipping. The togs were stumped on each 
With a marking hammer bearing the insignia of 


roll-ways were broken and the logs went rolling 
the swollen stream to be floated down the river 
Saginaw and Bay City where there were a numbe 
arge saw mills. Dams were constricted along 


owlrer, 
In the spring during the season of high water 
1 
river to aid in the flooding. 


Jerome Secord sold all the standing pine timber on 
farm deseribed as the South half (S%) of the North 
quarter (NE%) of section 23, Township ninteen ( 
North range one (1) east, to Elias Steel for a 

sideration of $200.00. This transaction shows wW 
little value was placed on choice timber in those da 


The records show that on November pm ie 


When the best quality of the forest was gone 
enterprisers in the industry were quick to move on 
forests as yet untouched. 


There were a number of small jobbers who cut 
remaining timber which was used for cedar p 
fence posts, railroad ties, shingles, lath, and also . 
ber which went into the making of hoops and __ sta 
There were many portable saw mills moved into 
area. ) 


Mrs. Alice Hockaday, daughter of Jerome Sec 
and her husband, Robert Hockaday, homesteaded 
father’s farm in 1905. 


Marvel Secord’s wife Mary (May) died as the 
sult of an accident which happened about as follo 
Mrs. Secord was seated in a wagon being backed b, 
team, and which was run off from the bridge on 
Tittabawassee near their home. The wagon ca 
upon the abutnient of the bridge and the box 
thrown from 15 to 20 feet on the hard ice. Dr. Blan 
ard of Midland was called and upon examination fo 
two ribs broken, a fracture of the skull, and o 
injuries. Mys. Secord died January 22, 1881 from 
effects of this accident, leaving her husband Ma 
who was 79 years old and in a very care-worn Ss 
He had tried to do everything possible for his 
during her illness. 


Although Marvel Secord had for many years} 
the rugged hard life of the woods, he had known ? 
ger and suffering. He was always ready to share W 
he had with a neighbor or friend. In all his life he 
tained a veneration for the Lord and_ for religi 
subjects. : | 


Marvel Secord died in the late fall of 1886 
the effects of a tomahawk wound in his knee. Altho 
nearly 85 years of age he had retained his bodily vi 
in a remarkable degree up to the time of his accide 


Funeral services were held in the Presbyter 
Chureh in Gladwin Township. \ 


t 


} 
Mr. Secord was married first to Miss Permilla| 
land, mother of Oscar (now deceased) and Louisa, 
becume the wife of Aaron Davis of Homer, Mid. 
County. His second wife was Miss Laura Leland, 
sister of his first wife. To this union was born Jer 
Amanda, Julia M. and Seth. The first two wives be 
dead his next wife was Betsy Wheaton from whon! 
was divorced .His next wife was Mrs. Mary Goodwit 
widow of Horace Goodwin of Saginaw. She had} 
son Levi and two daughters Alice (now Watson) ¢ 
Loriane (now Lemmer) who lived in Saginaw. | 
fourth wife died in 1881, and then he was married 
a oMrs. Cynthia Toffman at Sterling who mourned! 
PMUS Sry. ; 
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The passenger train at Gladwin - date unknown 
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Charles Foster, second rural mail carrier from Gladwin post office 
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In 1869 the voters living within the area now con- 
stituting Gladwin Courty, having reached a sufficient 
number, went through the legal procedure necessary and 
banded together to form Gladwin Township. This ex- 
panse was then a part of Midland County. 

Tre ten electors casting their ballots at a Special 
Election held April 26, 1869, were listed as follows: Wil- 
lard Grout, Thomas Howland, G. W. Dickerson, James 
McMillen, Washington Howland, Virgil Grout, Charles 
Mills, Benjamin Teeple, Sylvanie S. Mills and William 
Beden. 

These officers were declared elected: Supervisor, 
Charles Mills; township clerk, Thomas Howland; town- 
ship treasurer, Willard Grout; justice of the peace, Wil- 
lard Grout, ore year term, Abram Mose, two year term, 
Charles Mills, four year term; school inspectors, Charles 
Mills, one year term, Abram Mose, two year term; coin- 
missioner of tighways, George Dickerson, one year term, 
William Beden, two year term, Melville Secord, three 
year term; constables, Virgil S. Grout, one year term, 
Benjamin Teeple, two year term. 

It may be noted that most of the voters were elect- 
f ed to at least one office; Charles Mills, who must have 
| been considered especially capable, was elected to three 
positions. $2.00 per day was paid for serving on town 
board. It was voted that $500 be raised for contingent 
purposes for the ensuing year. 

Mr. Secord, the county’s first settler, was apparently 
absent from the polls that day. He was to have served 
as inspector of tte election, but T. Brewer was appointed 
in his place. Had he been there, his name probably 
wouldn’t have been listed as Melville. A-b-r-a-m M-o-s-e 
also seemed an unlikely way to spella name. At the first 
board meeting, following the election held at the T. Brew- 
er farm, Mr. Secord and Mr. Mose being again absent, 
their offices were declared filled by two other electors. 
The fact that tre Brewer farm was located in present 
Sage Township, a distance of some eight or ten miles 
through woods and swamp from Mr. Secord’s home, might 
| have something to do with his not being present at these 
| meetings. Later as the country became more accessible, 
} 1e seems to have taken a more active part in civie affairs. 


Grout Separates from Gladwin 


In 1871 Grout Township organized and separated it- 
j:elf from Gladwin Township . This operation was appar- 
intly not completely painless. The first joint meeting of 
the two township boards “to settle matters in regard to 
ill financial affairs and the delivering of the old town 
yooks of Gladwin according to law’? seems to have gone 
| yuite smoothly. At least trey agreed on a time and place 
‘for their next joint meeting. But the minutes of the next 
jioint meetin, held September 18, 1871 reports as follows: 
\'The Gladwin Board offered to settle all financial affairs 
jwith the town of Grout but the Town Board of Grout re- 
\fused to settle.” The rift on October 4 had grown so wide 
ithat no representative from Grout appeared at a meeting 
jzalled by the Gladwin Board. Wit*out further negotiation 
\‘E. C. Diffin, treasurer, dispatched orders to his lawyer 
‘in Saginaw to commence legal action and bring Willard 
Grout, treasurer for 1870, before Judge Moore to answer 
‘for detaining Town Books.” The next entry goes on to 
‘say, “Willard Grout called on E. C. Diffin on October 5, 
)promisirg to give up Town Books and settle fairly with 
iGladwin. He also sent a messenger to Edenville, Wash- 
ington Howland, to overtake the deputy clerk and stay 
legal proceedings.” The affair reached a final settlement 
‘when the two boards agreed to go to Saginaw and hire 
a good accountant to settle the financial and other affairs 
if said townships.” 


Road District No. 4 Separates from Gladwin 


} Along about 1870, Gladwin Township had been divid- 
‘ed into Road Districts. In 1871 Road District No. 4, con- 
sisting of the present townships of Tobacco, Billings and 
Bentley, seceded from Gladwin Township. As the years 
went by other townships broke away until, with the with- 


GLADWIN TOWNSHIP 


drawal of Secord in 1912, Gladwin Township was reduc- 
:d to its present boundaries. 


Present Gladwin Township Area Settled 1870 - 1871 


Of the ten original voters casting their votes in 1869, 
none appear to have been from the present Gladwin 
Township area or, at least, were not settlers of that area. 
Ephram Diffin and George Greer seem to be the first vot- 
2rs whose names are listed. They were numbered among 
the registrants of 1870. However, in 1871, of the 22 vot- 
ers listed, at least seven were settlers of TION, RLW (tke 
present Gladwin Township). 


_ Apparertly the first road built under township auth- 
ovization was built in this area. The road was surveyed 
by H. C. Palmer of Bridgeport, Michigan, in June of 1871 
and jobs for its construction were sold at auction to the 
settlers themselves. The average bid was about $3.75 per 
cod and $5.00 for causeway. The road was divided into 
about a dozen jobs and each job let to a different settler. 
In most cases each’ settler was sold the job of building 
the surveyed expanse bordering his property. 


Specifications of the road read as follows: “To be 
chopped 4 rods wide, logged 2 rods wide and a passable 
track to be made 12 feet wide anywhere inside of the two 
rods logged.” 


The road crossing Sections 14, 13, and 24 was tre sec- 
ond road built in this area and was built for better com- 
munication with the present Secord Township. Corduroy 
roads were built to cross swampy places. 


Butman and Rust, as well as Elias Steele, whose 
headquarters are shown on the map, were wealthy lum- 
berman, who also carried on some farming. They must 
have maintained a home elsewhere since their names do 
not appear among the early registrants. ; 


Gladwin Township has many historical points of in- 
terest. The tracts of land shown on the map were home- 
steaded and have been handed down from father to son. 
John Bellinger Fomesteaded the Bellinger farm 89 years 
ago. The Greer farm has been in that family for 88 years. 


In 1876 the Dassay farm was homesteaded and a log 
house that was built 80 years ago is still in livable con- 
dition. The Dassay grove, situated on this farm, was the 
scene of many social and religious gatherings. One oc- 
casion. to be remembered was a big Bowery dance held in 
1891 and managed by Ross Bellinger and Thomas G, Ed- 
ick. The timber was later taken off by C. C. Tubbs. 


The Stone Wells company was a large lumber com- 
pany that cleared most of the land and then later farmed 
it. They bought all of Section 3. During 1883-1884 they 
framed from the timber a barn on the flats of the Little 
Sugar River. It was said to contain a million feet of lum- 
ber. It was hewed with such care that you could scarcely 
see an axe mark. It was a T-shaped barn, one part be- 
ing 50’x130’ and the other 50’x80’. It was a three story 
barn with a full basement, much like the split level build- 
ings of today. The hay never had to be moved away. The 
wagonload of kay was driven in on the upper level and 
then the rack was tipped so the hay fell down into the 
bins. Many a sure-footed lad played tag on the plates 
and in the huge cupolas. This barn burred about 35 years 
ago. 


Sometimes these early settlers found it necessary to 
borrow morey at 10 per cent per annum interest and give 
a mortgage covering their personal property. Perhaps 
the chattel would be, ‘one yoke of oxen described as fol- 
lows: color red and white spotted, both nearly alike, 
about six years old; both left ears chopped and bob tails,” 
or: ‘a span of horses, one of them a brown horse with 
white tind feet and being about 10 years of age and the 
other a bay mare with black legs and being about seven 
years of age; also one set of double harness without 
breeehtng.” 
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In 1879 diphtheria attacked the growing community. 
Nathan bicknell, father of Mrs. Gea Greer, seems to have 
been the first one to have contracted the disease. He re- 
covered but some of the children were not so fortunate. 
Six markers in the Ridge Cemetery bear witness to the 
terrible toll taken: George Greer, son of William aad 
Ann .Greer, died 1879; Gertrude Bellinger died April 28, 
1879, Daniel Bellinger died May 3, 1879, Carrie Bellinger 
died May 11, 1879, all children of John Bellinger; George 
E. Cole, son of W. H. and D. A, Cole, died in 1879; Willie 
Greer, son of George and Hannah Greer, died in 1879. 

In those early times many people died from epidem- 
ics or, believe it or not, they were shot by the sheriff. 


WAGARVILLE 


Wagarville was a pioneer village which reached its 
height about 1900. It was so named because of the Wag- 
ar brothers who lived tnere. This was a bustling village, 
containing a cheese factory, a general store, a saw and 
shingle mill owned by H. L. Dow, a Gleaner Lodge hall, 
Wellington Wagar’s blacksmith shop, and a Presbyter- 
ian Church. This was the largest community in Gladwin 
Township. 

The lumber and its products were often piled so high 
and close to the sides of the roads leading into Wagar- 
ville that only one way traffic with a team was possible. 
In 1889, Wagarville had more business and activity than 
it does now in 1961. 

The Presbyterian Churen of the 1800’s burned and 
was replaced with a Methodist Church. 

The blacksmith shop built by Wellington Wagar was 
sold to Archie Juneac. Mr. Juneac ran it for a while and 
later rented it to George Gill. Years later Mr. Juneac 
and his son Herbert operated the shop again. Mr. Fred 
Most also shod a good many horses at Wagarville. 

In 1922 Wagarville was overcome by a fire which 
burned the blacksmith shop, creamery and the store. The 
cause of the fire was unknown. The store and creamery 
were soon rebuilt. The horse stables from behind the 
church were used to start the new creamery. The new 
creamery was located on the west side of the north and 
south road. Harold MecColley and Will Wagar rebuilt 
the factory. Warren Dassay, who was one of our fine 
stone masons, put up the stone wall. This creamery 
bought cream from the farmers and by means of pay 
the farmer received butter and cheese. They also were 
given the whey to feed the hogs. 

The next owner after H. A. Dow was Dr. Bort ani 
Fred Sherman, then they sold to Mr. Rinestraw in 193). 
He was the last to run the creamery, having to go out of 
business when the Remus Butter Company came in and 
underbid him by two cents. 

Wagarville butter was known the state over and was 
a spread that has been hard to equal. 

The Wagarville store is still in operation after re- 
building. It has had the following owners: Mr. Conrad, 
William Waltenburg, Robert Burg, Mr. Trowbridge, 
Wayne Roberts, Leslie Jay, Gordon Roberts, and Roy 
Smith who is now the present owner. 

Mr. Henry Edick had two steam engines that he used 
for threshing grains. 


WAGARVILLE METHODIST CHURCH 


In 1885 trustees of the Presbyterian denomination 
bought an acre of land from the farm then owned by John 
McFarlane and constructed the building now known as 
the Wagarville Methodist Church. While it was still a 
Presbyterian Church the funeral service of Marvel Se- 
cord was held there. 


In September, 1891, Reverend Paul D. Huff organiz- 
ed the Ridge Methodist Class and they purchased the 
Presbyterian Chuaveh, Official, members elected at the 
conference in’ TROL were James Waar, Joseph Long, 
Wellington Wagar, William Card and Jonb Card. There 


were five classes under Reverend Huff’s ministry, Ridg 
Butman, (McClure), West and South Grout, and Riley, 

A special meeting vy the Crusaders Band with Rel 
Clemens as captain was heid in July, 1893.  Mucn i 
terest was manifest during the four week campaign an 
136 seekers bowed at the altar. ‘nirty-six of tnese unit 
ed with the Ridge church in preparatory membership an 
later 11 of these were received into full membership. 

The churca was remodeled during the pasturate 4 
Rev. A. C. Peters, 1904-1905. The rostrum was adde 
walis redecorateu, new pews put in, windows trosted a 
the exterior painted. 

In 1913 the name of the church was changed fro: 
Ridge to Wagarville, taking this name from the Wagar 
ville Corners where it is located. Bethel cnurch was add 
ed in 1917 and these two, with McClure, made up th 
Gladwin Circuit. 

The parsonage was purchased in 1915 when Rev. 
E. Wade was pastor. In 1919 this was traded for a larg, 
er and more commodious house. On July 4, 1935 | 


q 


building burned and that fall was replaced by a moder 
six room dwelling. This was accomplissed through th 
efforts of the pastor, Reverend Ivan E. Hodgson, and thi 
donated labor of many of the people. The insurance an 
also a gift of $200, from Mrs. Grace Dow of Midland, fi 
nanced the building. 

During the pastorate of Reverend Charles Petersoi 
1922-1925, the church auditorium was completely 3 
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orated. In 1938 electric lights were put in and in th 
spring of. 1989 an extensive work of remodeling was be 
gun. A full basement was excavated and equipped fo 
tae use of the primary department of the Sunday Schoo 
A furnace was also installed. 

There were three outstanding revivals which grea! 
ly stimulated the spiritual life of the church. These wer 
held under the ministry of the following pastors: S.J 
Headley, Charles Peterson and Ivan E. Hodgson. Ti 
evangelists were, respectively, Rev. Erskine of Evar 
Rev. R. A. Frook of Cadillac, and Rev. J. Frank Foster 0 
Fort Wayne with Eldon Mitchell as soloist. 


Following are the pastors which served this circuit 
i 


ee ee 


Paul D. Huff 1891-1894, A. N. Henne 1894-1896, 
W. McMillen 1896-1897, P. C. Clement 1897-1898, M. 
Oldt 1898-1899, E. F. Gray 1899-1901, J. S. DeLong 190 
1902, O. C. Teachout 1902-1903, Charles Sherwood 1903 
1904, A. C. Peters 1904-1906, S. C. Osborne 1906-190! 
S. McDonald 1907-1908, George B. Day 1908-1910, F. ¢ 
Westphal 1910-1913, Frank White 1913-1914, D. E. Wad 
1914-1916, W. W. Chatfield 1916-1918, S. J. Headle 
1918-1920. 

E. E. Ford 1920-1922, Charles Peterson 1922-1923 
W. E. Peck 1925-1927, Marcius E. Taber 1927-1928, J. 
Buttleman 1928-1929, William Haskins 1929-1931, M. F 
Nash 1931-1985, Ivan E. Hodgson 1935-1940, Leonard J 
Washmuth 1940-1945, Mrs. Leah Garchow 1945-1946, Joh 
Miller 1946-1949, Louis R. Carroll 1949-1952, Frank Gard 
ner 1952-1955, Ernest MacDonald 1955-1957, James Hulet 
1957-1960, Thurlan Meredith 1960-1961. 


McCLURE 


Another smaller settlement of lumbermen and thei 
families was made east of Wagarville about three ant 
one-half miles. This settlement was named McClure af: 
ter the lumberman, Mr. William McClure, who owned s 
much land in Gladwin Township. McClure has a number 
of buildings still standing that were built during thiy 
early time, the Methodist Church and Northeast McClur 
School. This school was the first built on the Willian, 
DeLain farm which is now owned by Paul Hoffman. Lat, 
er it was removed and the school was built about two 
miles northwest of the old school. This building is stil! 
standing but due to annexation to the Gladwin Rural Ag 
ricultural School has been closed. 

In 1885 Mr. Butman sold 40 acres on the small mil? 
to Mr. Daniels. Mr. Daniels later sold the land to Lov 
David who built a store in 1889. This store was an al 
purpose store including a post office. About seven year 
uter the store burned. From here Mr, Will Eaton start 
ed nnother store rijht across the road. tle moved one of 
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Wagarville Village 1904 
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The Dassay Homestead, oldest house (1904) in Glad- 
win Township. People in the picture, left to right: Bill 
Dassay (Warren Dassay’s uncle), Mrs. Ed. Dassay (War- 
ren’s mother), Mrs. Loyd Edick, Ed Dassay (Warren's 
father), Martha Edick (Warren’s cousin), Belle Edick, 
girl sitting in the front is Vi Dassay (Warren’s sister), 
Loyd Edick. Original homesteader, John Dassay, second, 
hd Dassay, and Inst, Warren Dussay,. 


Wellington, Jim and Norman Wagar in front of Wag- 


arville blacksmith shop. 
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Around the early 1900's. 


Warren Dassay home now 
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Mr. and Mrs. William Flemming and son John, taken 
in 1888. The farm is now owned by their grandson, Al- 
vin (Bud) Flemming. 


Ses 
{ey a 
eae AG 


The John Bellinger family at their home 1888. Jot 
Bellinger in front with the hoe, Mrs. Bellinger is t! 
woman in the background. The two girls are Esel ar 
Alice Bellinger, and the one boy is Melvin Bellinger. Gla 
win Township. 
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the old stables from tse old store and used this for the 
front of the store. ‘This same tront is still being used 
today with an addition of the living quarters on the back 
and w garage on one side. 

There were a numoer of saw mills around, one be- 
ing on tne present Heath farm and owned by Mr. Gor- 
don. 

Mr. D. C. Dutcher had a saw mill, hoop mill and a 
| store near Section 8 School. A famous spread for pan- 

cakes originated witn tnis family. The spread was made 
with mustard ard bacon grease, and was called ‘“Kenne- 
bee Spread.” 


GLADWIN TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS 
McCLURE NO. 1 


At one time most of the land in this community was 
' owned by William C. McClure, an old lumberman. Hence 
» the community and school bear his name. 

Tce square acre of land for the McClure No. 1 school 
| ground was purchased tor $50.00 from John Samson and 
) wife, Matilda, Oct. 18, 1884. 

Tne first schoolhouse was a small log building. Af- 
| ter the new school was completed tne old one was sold to 
Robert Greer. According to the records he paid $6.50 for 
} it. From the date of purchase it has been a home for 
» some of the Greer family. 

Some of the teachers in the log school were Mary 
| Hand, 1886; Jewell Wheeler, 1883; Kate White, 1891; Ella 
' Daniels, 1891. The wages were as low as $25.00 per 
/ month. Trey increased very little between the years 
| 1886 and 1891. 

i The present school building was ready for use in 
f 1891. Mr. Lewis Ellis, a resident in this district, buiit 
| the school. From time to time changes have been made 
| for the betterment of the school. 

Some of the first teaccers in the new building were 
| Leelah Greer, Frank Kelly, Gertie Shell, Mamie Mce- 
| Knight, Miles Norton and Dora Murphy. The wages in- 
| creased very slowly, by 1914 the teachers were getting 
} between $50.00 and $60.00 and doing all the janitor work. 


SECTION EIGHT SCHOOL 


About 1875 the taxpayers of Section Eight bought 
) land from Amos Edick. Upon tcis land a log schoolhouse 
} was built by Daniel Webster. This building took care of 
| the pupils of this district until 1884, although it had just 
a table for the teacher’s desk, benches for seats, and 
painted boards for blackboards. Mary Steele was one of 
the teachers in this log se.ool.. She lived on the Steele 
| farm, which is now the McClure farm, and rode horse- 
/ back to and from school. 

In 1884 Isaac Hanna was hired to build a new school 
| just east of the Log School. Mr. Hanna was a cabinet 
| maker and our first undertaker. With his team and wag- 
/ on Thomas Edick hauled from Chappel Dam the gravel 
| for the foundation of the new school. New seats, desks, 
_ blackboards and stove replaced the old equipment. The 
| log building and old heating stove were sold to George 
' Blaney. This. new school served for a church for the peo- 
ple of the district, Mr. Smallwood and Elder Pitts being 
| two of the ministers. Some of the early families were 


GROUT 


It is sod that in writing the history of any kind, 
that it is often put off until many of the history rec- 
ords have either been lost or destroyed and those pion- 
sera who took a major part in shaping the destiny of 
) ovr civilization and nation have. mostly passed on to 
~ their reward thus leaving much of our historical names, 
dites and incidents of our nation and community lost 
forever to this and future generations, 


Edicks, Burdicxs, Websters, Blaneys, Townsends und To- 
bins. 

The early scuool years were aivided into a fall and 
winter term. Some of tne teachers during these early 
years Were Lizzie vans, Amanda Gleason, Amanda 
lant, Bessie Lrennen, Alice Avery, Maude Wheeler, 
James Aclntyre, Delia Becker, Frank Evans, Ralph Rob- 
bins, and Wae S:eli. ‘Lheir contracts stated that the 
teacner must stay on the grounds during the noon hour 
and periorm her uuties between tne hours of nine and 
Tour ociock sun time. There wete 6U pups in attend- 
ance tor a number of years. 

Some of tne books used in 1894 were Harpers’ Read- 
ers, Harpers’ Arithmetic, Harpers’ Copy Bocks, Harring- 
ton’s Speliers, and Barnes’ United States History. 

The enrollment of this scrool today is 16. An oil fur- 
race has replaced the old stove, and inside running water 
ts : the comfort of the children who are proud of their 
school. 


RIDGE SCHOOL 


Tne Ridge School is located on tie northwest corner 
vt section 29 in Glaawin ‘Townsnip, Gladwin County. The 
iai.a Was bought from John Bel:inger on September 12, 
1872. 

Ine first scaool, built of logs, had patent seats, paint- 
ed boards for black boards and a wood stove furnished 
the heat. ‘le school building was also used for a church 
and town hall for some time. 

Some of the early settlers were the Bellingers, 
Greers, Dassays, Wagars, Roberts, Moores, Tobins, Hum- 
asons, discos, Shermars, McCoileys, and Longs; many 
are still in the district. 

A few of the earliest teachers were Kenneth Phillips, 
Nancy, May and Elizabeth Moore, and Kate Cratterton. 

By 1885, there were too many pupils for the little log 
schoolnouse so during the time it was torn down and re- 
placed by a new school, the children from Ridge went to 
the Riley School. (One day just after the caildren had 
started on their long jaunt home, a terrible wind storm 
came up so they stopped at a farm house and barn for 
shelter. After the storm was over they started toward 
home again, finding many of the rails from tre fences 
scattered in the road.) 

In the July meeting, 1906, the board voted that the 
school be veneered with stone and sealed with a sealing; 
that $300.00 be raised; that 20 cords of stone be delivered 
on tre school ground for $75.00; and that the board let 
the job of the school veneering. 

Other improvements made were the drilling of a well 
in 1907, and the wood shed built in 1932. Then in July 
1926, George W. Taylor, Gladwin County school commis- 
sioner, was working to get Standard Schools throughout 
tre county, so it was voted to let Mr. Taylor have the job 
of putting in the bank of windows on the east side con- 
sisting of four, closing the doors in the hall, fixing the 
ceiling, toilets and outside door, movirg the blackboards, 
and seats. All was to be done in workman like manner 
or state approved for the sum of $150.00 and to be com- 
pleted before school started the thirtieth day of August, 
1926. 

Within the last 10 years improvements have been 
made until the pupils have as modern and comfortable a 
school as anyone could ask for. 

All of the Gladwin Township schools have annexed to 
the Gladwin Rural Agricultural School. 


TOWNSHIP 


We owe a great deal to our early pioneers for the 
privileges and conveniences that we possess today, 
Taken from Excerpts from The Record of September 
12, 19128 : 
The first early settlers in Grout were HKenjamin 
Teeple and Willard Grout. Thomas Howland was the 
first sepervisor in Grout. “tn Mareh 18638, Benjamin 
Teeple iade his first journey to the county on foot 
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from St. Clair County. He returned having homestead- 
ed land in Grout to which he brought his family in 
August 1863 in a covered wagon drawn by oxen being 
two weeks on the road. The road from Edenville being 
only a-tole road not previously traveled.” 

Mr. Grout had taken the first homestead in Grout 
but Mr. Teeple was the first to bring his family to live 
in the township. 

To Benjamin and Almira Teeple six children were 
born—Rausom and Maud, Laura, who married A. B. 
Foster; and Frank, who died, was the first white child 
born in the county. His birth being in 1865. Two 
daughters died in childhood. 

Ruth Addie Parmenter of Monterey Park, Calif., 
the daughter of Willard Ransom Teeple and grand- 
daughter of Benjamin Teeple writes that her grand- 
father’s house was made of whole tree logs felled by 
her grandfather. 

Her grandmother never saw a white woman ex- 
cept herself in a mirror for nearly two years until 
her father and mother, the Willard Grouts, came to 
join them. 

The first clearing at the present site of the City 
of Gladwin was in 1865 ‘by Willard Grout on the west 
side of Cedar River. 

Willard Grout sold his land west of the river. He 
returned to St. Clair County, later coming back to 
make his home in Sec. 10, Grout township, beside the 
Teeples. 

She writes “My grandfather was a good hunter 
and my grandmother was a good cook. My father said 
they never wanted for love or things to eat.” 

(Taken from Excerpts from the Record of 1880). 
Esau Parker late of Greenville built a blacksmith shop 
on the corner east of Anthony Chesser in Grout.” Lat- 
er he farmed. 

Later, Robert Anderson had a blacksmith shop in 
Sec. 8, later moving to Sec. 5. 

The first tote road to Gladwin from Loomis, known 
as the plank road, was built in 1884, and ran through 
Grout township. Now this road as we have been told 
was made of hewn logs. They were hewed on 2 sides 
and fastened together on the outer ends with hewed 
logs to hold the others in place. 

On this roud supplies were brought in to the set- 
tlers and lumbering camps. Later a stage owned by 
Chas. Gibbs was put into operation from Coleman to 
Gladwin. 

MeNamara’s home, being the “Half Way House’. 
In the July 16, 1386 issue of the Gladwin County 
Reeord this comment was made, “Mike McNamara, so 
many years with Thomas Merrill at Saginaw and after- 
ward for still other years having charge of Mr. Mer- 
ril’s well known, well managed, richly remunerative 
. farm on the Tobacco, is on a new 80.0n tha plank road, 
13 miles from Coleman on the stage route to Gladwin, 
has a pleasant and comfortable hotel, which thanks to 
Mrs. McNamara is as neat as a pin and more than lux- 
urious in the matter of square meals. He has stores in 
the cellar, feed in the barns, cattle upon the hills, 
swine in the soft pasture, chickens in tne coops, the 
blarney stone is by the hearth rug, the children four 
are mannerly and manly, save the last born who is a 
bouncy baby girl, the pet of the household, and there is 
cozy contentment all about.” 

Their son Frank, still lives on the farm at the pres- 
ent time. 

Oscar Dow, a foreman for Merrill and Ring, and 
Enoch Glidden, who was called a barn boss, ordered 
supplies from Saginaw to be sent by train to Loomis. 
The teams left Loomis at four o’clock in the morning. 
By night they got as far as “The Half \Yay. House.” 
They had to stay overnight as their two teams, hitched 
to the wagon were tired out. 

Their load consisted of two barrels of flour and 
one of salt pork. The drivers were Jim Terrell and Tom 
Howland. Seows were also used on the rivers for bring- 
ing in supplies. A scow was a large flat bottomed boat. 
Ilave been told that Jim Ferrell and Sam -Efowland had 
x scow 30 feet long. They drove this seow from Red 
Kep (Averill). Ove drove a. horse down the Tobsaceo 
River while the other fellow trotted amocier lorse on 


the bank to warm up as the horses. chilled quick 
driving up the river. 

George Simonson established a lumber camp ji 
Section 9. Grout Township, about 1878. Now known 
the James Ferrell Farm and G. S. Kerswill farm. H 
built a pole road so he could put his logs into How 
land Greek which. was north of the above location. 
also ran south through Section 16. A pole road we 
made by laying hewed poles on ties to form a trace 
The wheels on the tram cars had flanged rims so 4s 
to hold them on the tracks. When wheels failed 
follow the poles home-made soft soap was often put ¢ 
them to make them slippery. 

The Tuohy Camp No. 4 was located on what 
now Mrs. George Strong’s farm. Dams were put 
the Tobaeco River and the logs were floated to Beaver 
ton. The upper dam was located on what is now th 
Ernest Griffin farm. Neff’s Mills were located in Set 
tion 5, Dyer’s Mill at first was on the Charles Ferre 
farm, later was moved and operated by the James M 
Illvenna Mill. The Carr Mill was located south of th 
present Grout township hall. The roads were sprinkl 
with water to make ice roads to draw the logs to th 
mills in winter. The last stand of virgin pine was cut ij 
1893 by the Townships. 

(Taken from the Gladwin 
14, 1878): 

“The steam mill of Grout and Suckett turned ot 
20,000 feet of lumber last Saturday and it was n 
much of a day for steam either.” “They have engag 
Horace Clark with whom, assisted by Mr. Sackett a 
Baltimore Jack, the mill works to perfection.” j 

In 1879 this mill was sold to C. C. Foutch wh. 
later sold it to his father, Jonathon Foutch. | 

} 


County Record, dated Ma 


Later there were several other mills. 


Schools in Grout Township | 


In spite of their suffering; hardships and strugg 
for survival, the people recognized the need for reli 
gion and education. 

And so it was about 1870 the first school district 
the county (the part of Midland County which is no 
Gladwin County) was organized in Grout Townshj 
which was District No. 1. 

The deed to the school grounds for Grout Townshi 
District No. 1 was obtained from Williard and Nang¢ 
Grout on September 11, 1872 for the consideration ¢ 
$12.00 in hand and was located in Section 10 of th 
township of Grout, on the present farm of Linferd Lin 
abery. 

The first school house was a log structure, crudel 
built inside and out. 

On September 5, 1879 the Old Schoolhouse of Di 
trict 1 of Grout township was sold to Vergil S. Grou 
for $5.50. (It was moved across the road where it wa 
used for religious purposes, and township elections wen 
were also held there). | 

In the year 1878, the people of the district voted 
build a new frame building. Bids were let on June ii 
1879 for the job of building the 2nd schoolhouse i 
District No. 1 but went by default, there being 
scarcity of lumber at that time. 


Bids were then let on August 22, 1879 and th 
job of erecting the new frame building was given t 
Isaac Hanna at the price of $163.00, all material fy 
the building to be included in the price, except, say 
and water which would be furnished by the distric, 
The size of the building to be 28x40 and to be complete 
by October 15, 1879. : 

The Gladwin County Record stated this was to i 
a “commodious, roomy and handsome structure and W 
understund that the funds for building it are at th 
credit of the district so that no debt will be incurred i 
the building.” (Statement from the Gladwin Count 
Record). “This is the kind of improvement we like t 
see going. Good schools are the basis for good ‘societ 
and a suceessful community.” This building was us 
until consolidation. 
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H The Melllvenna Mill 1907. 


| The old slab cart on left 
is driven by O. Cook. The men on the right are Pete Bow- 
er Jr., Bert Kauffman, and Joe Drummonds. 


The old Highwood Homestead in the late 1890’s. The 
man is Mr. George Sproul and his wife is standing next 
to him. Annabelle Goifoil, Mr. and Mrs. George Sproul’s 
daughter, is the next woman in the picture. She is hold- ‘ 
ing her infant daughter, Ethel. 
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The Pete Bower Jr. homestead, 1910. Pete, left, 
Jloward Bower, Bessie Bower with son Carl, 
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farm in Grout Township, Section 8, SE% of SE14, on 

July 1, 1909. Seated in buggy, left, Hugh McClary, right 

buggy salesman. Top man left (John Campbell ?), right, 

Emery Walker, second row left, Cecil Weiman, right, N 
Claude Weiman. Bottom row left, Susie Ferrell Booth, \ 
Irene Ferrell Elthorp, Beulah Ferrell Walker, little boy ; 
is Graydon Walker, baby Vera Walker Boene, Carl f 
Brown, unidentified, Marion Walker Juneac, Lila Walker 

Culberson, and John R. Walker. 


An old stumping machine working on John Walker’s | 
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The Grout players names from left to right: First 
row: Elmer Booth, Wilford Parker, Harry Calhoun, 
Second row: Fred Swinehart, F. McNamara, Charlie Me- 
Namara. Third row: Levi Baumgardner, Fred Dimmick, 
David Parker, and Sidney Berry. 


Float in the school fair 1906-07. Miss Mamie ek 
Knight (in picture) recently completed 50 years of teach. 


ing in Gladwin City. 
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The first school house built in 1872 and the one 
built later were used not only for school but also for 
the voting place for Grout Township. Here should be 
noted, that at this time the people of the village of 
Cedar (Gladwin) also voted here. 

Chureh services by Elder Isaac Smallwood and 
funerals were also conducted in the schoolhouse. The 
cemetery being located directly behind the school 
where most of the early settlers were buried. Marcia 
Grout was the first teacher of Grovt Township District 
No. 1 and taught without pay. 

School District No. 8 of Grout Township, known 
as the Brown. School, was organized March 9. 1878 
while that community was still a wilderness and the 
lumbermen were clearing the land which comprised 
that district. 

The first district meeting was held March 19, 
1887 at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Philip Brown. Enoch 
Davis was elected Director, Washington Howland, Mod- 
erator, and Philip Brown, Treasurer. 

The officers then hired Mrs. Lamphier as teacher 
and school was held at the residence of Mr. and Mrs, 
Brown for a few months. Mrs. Howland was hired és 
teacher for the next term. 

The first schoolhouse was built in 1888 located 
in section 5, surrovnded by woods. Miss Robinson 
taught one term and was succeeded by Miss Mclar- 
land. The next term Miss Grout was hired and during 
her term the school burned to the ground due to the 
surrounding forest fires. The same year a new school- 
hovse was built by Isaac Hanna and Miss Moore was 
hired as teacher. 

-In 1878 District No. 3 an assessor was elected, 
Stephen Weaver was moderator, Willis Davis, director 
and Philip Brown, assessor. 

The school in District No. 4 was organized about 
1890. Maud Parker is believed to be the first teacher. 
This was known as the McCulloch School. 

No. 2 School was known as the Lytle School. In 
1878 A. B. McCulloch was director, Anthony Chesser, 
moderator, and Frank Simmons, assessor. 

Grout School District No. 5 was organized about 
1905. Leola Carr was the first teacher. 

Grout District No. 6, known as the Brick School 
which was located on M-18, was organized in 1905. 
The officers were Rey. Chas. Lee, as Moderator, Rich- 
ard Berry as director, and Archie B, Foutch as treas- 
urer. The first teacher was Sylvia Gray. 

Excerpt from the Record April 2, 1878: 

“Ags an example of what can be accomplised by 
steady labor and perseverance in Gladwin County, is 
the case of Old Charlie Allen, as he is familiarly called. 
He moved into this township on a homestead, a poor 
man, laboring under the disadvantages of being a for- 
eigner and an entire stranger. In his own words, “I 
was sho poor ash sour milk, Nodings ash sum glodes on 
my pack und an old ox.” “Vell, I make sharp te ole ax 
und work every tay, und clear land und plant him 
again und sell the sthuff to lumbermen und get some 
monish. I do this all the times und py and py I have 
easier times und live petter.” 

Old Charlie tells the whole story. He worked hard 
and saved his earnings, attended strictly to farming 
and let lumbering alone. Today he has over 650 acres of 
land under cultivation and several hundred dollars out 
on security drawing interest, while many who have 
started under more favorable circumstaces who have 
dabbled in lumbering and jobbing are poor and hard up 
today. ‘The truth is as clearly demonstrated in many 
instances, that farming pays the settler in this section 
better than any other business.” End quote. 

Mr. Daniel Allen and Mrs. Dunn of Gladwin, his 
children are living, and can recall many interesting 
happenings of early Gladwin. 


Postmasters in Grout Township 


According to the National Archives of Documents 
the first Postmaster in the County was William Wilson 
at Ridgeville, now known as the Ridge on May 15, 
_ 1872, being discontinued in December 1873. 


In Grout Township, Willard Grovt wus appointed 
Postmaster on December 16, 1871 and Marvin N 
Sackett January 7, 1878. 

In Gladwin, Elias Steele was appointed Postmaster 
September 8, 1875, and Benjamin E. Sawceil. February 
6, 1877 and James Wright, September 25, 1877. 

In Grout, Morris Sackett was appoiniel June 7, 
1878 and Vergil Grout August 30, 1878, and was dis- 
continued September 2, 1880. 7 

At Wheatley in Grout township Benjamin J. 
Wheatley hada postoffice in his store. He was appointed 
November 15, 1887 and was not discontinved until 
January 31, 1914. 

At Bard, John M. Bard was’ appointed March 19, 
1902 and George Booth was appointed November 23, 
1903. It was discontinued June 15, 1907. 

A cheese factory and general store was operated 
by James Mclllvenna in Section 6 about 1900. The 
cheese maker was a Mr. Kingsley. There were two 
other stores in Grout, one was owned and operated by 
Benjamin J. Wheatley, and the other at Bard by George 
Booth. 

There were two threshing machines in Grout, one 
owned by Isaac Mills and the other by Herbert Dow. 

The steam engine was an upright boiler which was 
horse drawn. 

It was always an exciting time to have threshers. 
The man on the engine always thrilled the children by 
blowing the shrill whistle that sounded for miles, This 
was the signal for mothers to prepare extra food of 
all kinds, to feed the threshers and for fathers to have 
a good supply of pine stumps or wood of any type on 
hand to feed the engine. 


Churches 


In the October 18, 1877 Gladwin County Record it 
states: 

“A religious revival under the supervision of 
Elder Cope of Isabella County assisted by Elder Green 
of Midland and Elder Smallwood of Gladwin has been 
in progress: for two or three weeks at the Grout 
schoolhouse as we learn, with profitable. results. Several 
persons having embraced religion. 

The Evangelicals held church from 1908 to 1914 
in the Bard schoolhouse. 

Bethel Evangelical Church was organized at Bard 
on -November 6, 1914. Those who signed the articles of 
incorporation were; A. P. Sidel, Anna Sidel, C. E. 
Wechter, Milinda Ireland, M. L. Sidel, Eva J. Stroman, 
C. B. Haviland, Emma Haviland, Mrs. C. E. Wechter, 
Mrs. A. P. Sidel, Ira Haviland, Lawrence Geiger, Mar- 
gueritte Rinehart, Layton Swinehart, Emma Swinehart, 
Jessie M. Geiger, Mrs. D. J. Wechter and Mrs. J. N. 


ay. 

In 1905 the Methodist people of West Grout who 
were holding church services in the schoolhouse made 
plans to build a church. At that time Rev. Bulman was 
the pastor. 

The property on which this church stands was 
purchased from W. E. Roberts for $100.00. The Board 
of Trustees consisted of W. E. Roberts, Hegh McGil- 
shed B. J. Wheatley, George Reichert and M. E. Har- 
rold. 

The corner stone was laid in June 1906. The rough 
lumber was’ purchased from Melllvenna’s Mill just 
north of ‘the church for $7.00 per M. The finishing 
lumber was made from white oak logs, donated by 
W. E. Roberts and Charles Ballard. The church was 
completed and dedicated in the spring of 1907. At that 
time Rev. Henry Nichols was the pastor. 

The First Free Methodist Church in Grovt was 
formed in 1911. The following people signed the articles 
of incorporation: Eugene Lamoureaux, Clara Lamour- 
eaux. Rose E. Buzzell, Lucie B. Rice and Albert 
Patberry. 

At present Grout has several oil wells on the farms 
of Ervin Linabery, Linferd Linabery, Alex Cameron, 
James Ogg, Albert Parker and Melvin Cady. 

We can also boast of a Brick Crete factury owned 
by the Cornells on M-18. 
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The first golf course in the county is being built 
by Ernest Korkoske on the W. B. Tubbs farm located 
just west of the Gladwin City limits. 


Another 
Record, 1934: 

Nearly 300 people of the community gathered at 
the Grout town hall to formally open the new building 
at a potluck supper and “Old Timer’s Night” celebra- 
tion. 

After a huge meal, the crowd listened to music, 


interesting excerpt from The Gladwin 


speeches and just plain yarns by the old timers of the 


section. 

Among the pioneers who recounted bits of history 
from. Gladwin county’s past was C. P. Carr, who drove 
from his Prudenville home to attend the affair. Carr 
once owned the farm near the hall, but moved away 
about 10 years ago. He said that he came to Grout ’way 
back in 1875. 

The Hubers were there and said that they came 
in 1887. Clarence Ferrell, now 49 years old, was born 
on the farm where he now lives, and claimed that he 
represents the third generation of Ferrells to live on 
this farm. There is a fourth generation now, coming 
up to take Clarence’s place. 

David Chesser, was another early settler. His mo- 
ther, he tells, carried groceries in from Loomis in those 
early days. 

George Hanna and Mrs. Edna Berry told interest- 
ing tales of the early days. 

William Lytle, one of the oldest residents in 
Grout, was unable to be present because of ill health. 

Among the pioneers who have died, but who are 
still remembered for their part in developing this re- 
gion are Robert Lytle, Dan Woods, George Booth, Al- 


Mistry. OF 


The first six settlers of Cedar who came to locate in 
Cedar proper in 1876, in the vicinity of the present court- 
house were James Ellis, whom they elected their sheriff, 
James Wright, a shoemaker, Christopher C. Foutch, a 
lawyer and merchant, Olsen and Smith, blacksmiths, and 
James Holden, a man who ran the newspaper at Farwell. 
A year later Eugene Foster, Mr. Holden’s apprentice, also 
came to Cedar. The first newspaper was located in the 
corner of C. C. Foutch’s general store, where the first no- 
tice ever put in type in Gladwin was on October 17, 1877. 

Abstract office records show that the first plat of 
Cedar was made in 1875. It was made to contain 16 
blocks in size, eight on each side of Cedar Avenue or the 
main street. The only streets at this time running east 
and west were Beech, Maple, Cedar, Grout and Sherman, 
and the only streets running north and south were Bow- 
ery, Arcade, Antler and Silverleaf. Bowery Avenue was 
named after the Bowery that was built for the balls or 
square dances held there. The Townsend and Clark ad- 
dition to the village of Cedar was made Feb. 16, 1882, 
adding another section to the village. On June 26, 1883 
three of the oldest settlers of Cedar, namely, Willard 
Grout, C. C. Foutch and G. G. Johnson platted another 
section west of Bowery Avenue. 


In 1877 a courthouse was planned and work was be- 
gun on a structure that was to cost $17,000. There had 
been some controversy between the hamlet at Chappel 
Dam and Cedar where the county seat or Cedar proper 
was to be located. A fire of unknown origin wiped out 
the tiny settlement at the dam, then the settlement of 
Cedar, where the courthouse stands today, went ahead 
with the new courthouse. When completed it served as a 
sheriff’s office and home, as the county jail and also as 
offices for the various county officials. It also served 
in many capacities, as a church, for Sunday School, for 
a schoolrouse, dance hall and by the local citizens was con- 
sidered a much better place to hold court with Judie Hart 
of Midland attending, than was Elias Steel’s barn, which 
was the first meeting place of the first board of supei- 
visors on June 2, 1875. 


In 1883 the post office department changed the name 


bert Lovesey, Layton Swinehart, 
Esau Parker. 

Preceding the old timers’ part of the — progr 
were short talks by Supervisor Russell Purke and | 


Andrew Walker | : 


D. Richmond, purchasing agent of the CWA that 
responsible for the new building. , 

Old timne music closed the program at a late hy 

The McNamara family was represented by Fra 
who now lives on the old farm known as the “H 
Way” by the early travelers between Loomis and GIA 
Win. 

Among the other older folks of Grout towns 
are Georve Hinna G .S. Kerswill, Mrs. Edna Ber 
John Walker, Archie Foutch, William Gorman, } 
and Mrs. Levi Baumgardner, B. F. Raymond, Mrs. f - 
len Reinhardt and Truman G. Brown. Many of thi 
folks are still living in the township. 

Grout township was organized in 1871, as so| 
by John Walker, who read the record of the fi 
election, 

Ben Raymond and Ernest Lamb entertained wi 
old-time dancing. 

Mrs. Reaume gave a exhibition of the spinni 
wheel. 


Bert Woods whose father, Dan Woods, was one 
the early settlers, showed a number of celic3 that i 
been handed down for years. Among them was a bra! 
kettle over 100 years old, a grain flail usad in thres’ 
ing, and many tools of the limberman. 


} Mr. and Mrs. S. Huber and family, pioneer sett| 
in this region, told tales of these stirring times f 
the crowd at the Grovt celebration last 


f Saturd: 
evening. 


| 
GLADWIN CITY | 


of Cedar to Gladwin as there was another Cedar in Micl 
igan. 

Gladwin was named after Major Gladwin, who wy 
in command of the fort of Detroit during the memorab! 
seige of Chief Pontiac. A portrait of Major Gladwi 
hangs in the present courthouse, painted by Malcol 
Hitchcork, an early resident of Gladwin. 

Mr. Holden, who published the first paper, printe 
only one paper in 1877, but. in 1878 he came back bette 
equipped and repeated the experiment calling the pape 
the Cedar Register. His assistant, Eugene Foster, pw 
chased the Cedar Register in 1879. He died Oct. 2, 192 
and his brother, Attorney Isaac Foster, continued as ed 
itor until his death in May, 1933. Harry Myers of Lapeer 
Floyd Perlberg of Standish, and Bill Myers operated th 
paper for the next two years. Ink White published i 
from 1935 to 1945. Paul Moon, the present editer, move 
3 i: in 1937 and became editor and publisher ji) 
1945. 

In the fall of 1878 the county was alive with lumber 
camps and soon after the village boasted of three hotels 
ae Flynn, the Matthews and the Day hotels, and 14 sat 
oons. 


\ 
Cedar had now become a recognized settlement. Mail 
came in once, ard later thrice.a week from the nearest 
railway station, Loomis. The mail carrier was the er. 
rand-runner of the community, being entrusted with num. 
erous commissions on each trip, ranging from a spool otf 
thread to a baby’s bonnet. 

The first Cedar students attended school in Grout 
Township, which had organized the first school district, 
in the county. 

A school district was organized at the county seat 
and the first meeting held at the home of Postmaster J. 
A. Wright on May 30, 1878. Officers elected were mod- 
erator, C. C. Foutch, director, W. T. Johnson, and assess: 
or, J. A. Ellis. Only three families had children. A school- 
house, just a small shanty, had for its first teacher Mis: 
Sarah Phillips from Midland. ‘A second building was soon 
constructed at a cost of $150.00 and the old building sold, | 
The job of building the schoolhouse and two outhouses 


|. 
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was let to Isaac Harna. On March 9, 1882, a contract 
for the third school buitding, 2Uxb6U teet and 20 feet high, 
Was given, and the new buliding used tor the first time 
December 1, 1883. ‘This building cost $1,279.50. 

The first graqguating cass trom Glauwin High School 
eleventa grade in 1894 was Bessie Townsend, Lou Foster 
and Gertrude Cowell. 

Some of the oldest homes, built in 1885 to 1887, are 
the Howard House, the lsauc Foster home with the hitch- 
ing post still standing on North Arcade, the old George 
Taylor home, tie Scraiford home, now occupied by fhe 
Hall Funeral,.Home, and the Wilmot home. Many were 
built by C. GC. Fouten. It was in 1881 that L. H. Kirk and 
family came on the stagecoach irom Loomis and had iis 
sawmill on the Stone Road, ard later beside his home on 
State Street. 

Tce first religious service at the county seat of Clad- 
win took place on Sunday, March 21, 1878. The court- 
| house not being available, the services were held in the 
} newly erected register office. Reverend Isaac C. Smalt- 
| wood, a preacher of the denomination called Christian, 
} conducted the services. Today Gladwin has 11 cturches 
} within its limits, namely First Methodist, Baptist, Re- 
} organized Church of Latter Day Saints, Assembly of God, 
| St. Paul’s Lutheran, Sacred Heart Catholic, St. Paul’s 
} Episcopal, Church of Christ, Jesovah’s Witnesses, Free 
} stetaouist, and Seventh-Day Adventist. 

The First Methodist Church, which was the first 
} church in the county, laid its cornerstone in 1883. Before 
this services were held in tse basement of the courthouse 
} by a circuit minister who covered on horseback also 
| neighboring villages. In 1885 the Presbyterian Chureh 
| was built, and the Roman Catholic in 1894. The Episco- 
} pal Crurch was built in 1903. 

In 1885 the first wooden bridge crossing the Cedar 
| River, was built, which was replaced by a one-way iron 
| bridge in 1893. 


Gladwin was approved as a village February 25, 
| 1885, signed by Russel A. Alger, governor. The first elec- 
} tion was held on Monday, the 13th day of March, 1885. 
| The polls opened at 8 a.m, and closed at 5 p.m. Attorney 
Frark L. Prindle was elected president of the village and 
| Attorney Madison C. Scrafford was elected treasurer. 
Tre city incorporated next in 1893 and at the first 
| election Eugene: Foster was elected mayor. Two extra ad- 
} ditions were added later to the growth of the city, tne 
Hanna addition and the Raymond ard Chesser addition. 
The first train was brought into Gladwin by E. J. 
| Matthews in 1887, who served as conductor for over 30 
| years. 

The first bank of Gladwin, a frame building, was op- 
) erated as a private bank in 1885 by Madison C. Serafford 
and Crarles McClure. It stood on the corner of Cedar 
land Arcade streets and was later pushed south to-the ai- 
ley for the new brick bank building opened August i 
11907. The bank originally opened under the name of the 
State Sayings Bank and it became the First State Sav- 
lings Bank of Gladwin in 1917. In April of 1927 it was 
| merged with the Gladwin State Bank, weich was located 
/ in the building row occupied by the Gladwin County Ab- 
} stract Office. In the summer of 1958 it underwent au 
| extensive building and remodeling program to make it 
| one of the most spacious and convyeniertly arranged small 
| town banks in the state. 


In 1900 fire swept eastward through Gladwin’s main 
street and leveled one-third of the business houses and 
homes with a loss of nearly $100,000. When rebuilding 
began, many of the buildings were replaced with brick 
| buildings which made the village emerge from the ruins 
afar better and more permanent town. 
George Keiden, Sam Goldberg and the Miller Broth- 
'ers stores were started in 1886 and 1887. The first ox- 
| press office was in the Miller Bros. Store. Henry Pettit 
had a store in 1890 he called t>e Bazaar, and Mr. Pettit 
| was the first to sell bakev’s goods in Gladwin, and also 
} sold the first ice cream in Gladwin. Willard Walton had 
| the first bakery in Gladwin in 1902 and continued in baty- 
‘iness until 1920. 
The first flour mill, belonging to Joseph Schulz Sr., 
was established in 1890 together with a dam on the Cedar 
) River to furnish power for the mil, ‘Phe first dian wars 


washed out in 1911 following a heavy rainfall when the 
operator let the backwater build up too high... Dikes and 
spillway, powerhouse ard all were destroyed that time. 
in 1916 the Schulzes rebut their dam and once more be- 
gan supplying power to the city. it was a flour mill un- 
til Mr. Seculz and Attorney Frank L. Prindle establish- 
ed an electric power wheel by harnessing the waters of 
the Cedar to manufacture the electric energy for the city 
of Gladwin. In 1927 he extended the dikes and cut a new 
channel making a larger pool of backwater. He built a 
concrete power house this time, but just one year later 
the flood waters rushed downstream and Mr. Serulz dy- 
namited the dikes. After this the local electric lines, 
equipment and tranchise were sold to the Consumers Pow- 
er Co., who are now taking the responsibility of keeping 
the city lighted. 

The city’s fire department in 1880 was a two wheel 
cart and «ose. Today Gladwin’s tire department consists 
of four modern trucks, 15 volunteer iiremen and 20 to 25 
more civilian defense auxiliary in training. 


The first city cemetery was purchased from Grout 
Township for $750.00 and the new east side was opened 
in 1933. 

The earliest attorneys in Gladwin were C. C. Foutch, 
Madison Scrafford, Lee Smith and I. C. Smith, Frank 
Prindle, Tom Campbell and Charles Wilmot. 


Gladwin had only ten automobiles in 1910. The first 
hard surfaced road in Gladwin County was one and one- 
half miles on M-18 going nort., known then as. the “stone 
road”, 


Earliest physicians were Doctors Finch, Groves, 
Leak, Spencer, Leininger, Suyiandt, Clute, Boulton and 
Grover. 

Fifty years ago there was no hospital closer than 60 
miles away ard no hard surfaced roads to make the trip. 
The quickest and smoothest way for a patient to get to 
a hospital for major surgery was on a stretcher or cot 
olaced upon a horse driven dray, taken to tre depot and 
zarried by friends or neighbors on a cot to the train, with 
connections at Pinconning, to Bay City. 


Today we have a 43-bed modern hospital which was 
built in 1938 by Doctors Coulter and LaPorte. Begun as 
a private hospital it was cnanged to a non-profit organ- 
ization in August of 1953. Dr. H. A. Timreck and Dr. T. 
W. Howarth are co-admiristrators of the organization 
whic: employs 60 personell. Since it was built in 19388, 
several new wings ard a mole:n nursery have been added. 
A six-bed ward was added in 1958 and shortly after, the 
addition of the Baumgardner house added four adult and 
four pediatric beds plus a modern laboratory and admin- 
istrative offices. A radio isotope laboratory has been 
newly added and it is in the process of additg a. new 
pathology laboratory. Doctors on the staff include Dr. 
Timveck, Dr. Howarth, Dr. Richard Rusak, Dr. Darvin 
Moosman, of the University of Miccigan, who spends his 
summers here, and Dr. Keith D. Coulter. Dr. Coulter still 
serves as president of the corporatior, Dr.. Howarth 13 
vice president, Dr. Tinweck,. secretary-treasurer, Louis 
Gust, Wayne Juneac, Fred Welser and Dr. Rusak perman- 
ent members of the board of directors. The hospital is 
planning a new addition within the rext year which will 
add more beds. and administrative space to this ever 
erowing community hospital. 


Gladwin fad its first complete dial telephone system 
installed in 1955 and opened a new post office in July, 
1956, 


The city’s population was greatly increased by the oil 
boom in 1939. This same oil boom produced a neay court- 
house building at Gladwin. Sixteen beautiful slabs of 
clear granite with name of euch township are found in 
the fourdation of the structure. The building cost 
£8?,000,00 with $15,000.00 to furnish the building. 


In 1958 the city of Gladwin elected a nine-man com- 


mission which drafted a new “home rule” charter for 
modern, efficient, flexible @overnment. The 1ew charter 
Was approved by voters on Pebruary 18, 1959 iid went 


into effeet April 7, 1950. 
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The Matthews House was the center of many a gay 
gathering in the early days. 


MERRY CHRISTMAS, MATTHIEWS HOUSE 
MENU 


Select Oysters 
Consomme Italian Paste 
Sweet Gherkins 
Radishes 
Dutch Cabbage 
Yorkshire Pudding 
Cranberry. Sauce 
Applesauce 


Cream of Fowl Soup 
Sliced Cucumbers 
Olives 
Baked Chicken Pie 
Pime Roast Beef 
Yoast Young Stuffed Turkey 
Baked Goose 
Boiled Duck Oyster Sauce 
Creamed Mashed Potatoes Plain Boiled Potatoes 
Sweet Potatoes Souffle 
Stringless Beans Boiled Onions in Cream 
Cream Puffs Fruit Salad 
Pumpkin Meringue Pie 
Home-made Mince Pie 
Plum Pudding Brandy Sauce 
Gladwin Cheese 


Celery 


Apple Pie 


) Mixed Nuts Fruits 
j Ice Cream Assorted Cakes 
Tea Coffee Milk 
Dec. 25, 1904 - 1:00 pm. sharp -_ Price 35¢ 


Matthews House, Phil S. Matthews, Prop., Gladwin, Mich. 


The following were among the many who ate Christ- 
mas dinner at the Matthews House: 

Mr. and Mrs. P. T. B. Button, Mr. ard Mrs. W. J. Ty- 
ler, Miss Winnie Tyler, Isaac Foster and family, Eugene 
Foster, Miss Lulu Foster, Mrs. E. L. Foster, F. E. Atchin- 
son and family, W. B. Tubbs and family, W. L. Maes and 
wife, A. H. House and wife, A. J. Clark and wife, W. S. 
Dickerson and wife, Thomas Stocks and wife, Misses 
Grace and Irene Miller, L. A. Fox, R. B. Tubbs, William 
Hunter, A. McCaskey, W. Y. Smith, B. O. Chilcote, J. W. 
Myers. 


From Mrs. 8S. R. Berry’s scrap book. 


ROLL OF HONOR 


The following named pupils have not been absent ov 
tardy during the month: 

High School - Eddie Perry, Bessie Townsend, Luiu 
Foster, Carrie Swan, Albert Comstock, Eddie Swan, Mam- 
ie Colburn, Tina Knight. 

‘Intermediate Department - Floyd Armstrong, Effie 
Knight, A. B. Shaw, Effie Anderson, Maud Smith, Mag- 
gie Wagner, Gracie Lum. 

Primary Department - Roy Scrafford, Annie Wag- 
ner, Willie Earl, Emma Clark, Minnie Colburn, Cora Kel- 
ly, Sidney Berry, Clinton. Lanphear, Bertie Knowlton, 
Bessie Kent, Maudie Pike, Frank Shainholts, Abraham 
Smith, Obediah Smith, Maude Gibbs. 


TARDY LIST 


_ The following shows who made the tardy marks: 
Victor Streeter made four; Willie Hanna, Fay Raymond, 


BEAVERTON CITY 


The present city officials are: Mayor, Robert M. 
Brown; Clerk, Effa J. Hunter; Treasurer, Irene Cingano; 
Marshal, Darrel Wood. 

The city has a population of 926. 
subdivisions have been approved. 
of building permits are filed. 

A large per cent of the people living in Beaverton 
are employees of the Dow Chemical Company, Midland, 
Michigan. The rest of the people living here are retire: 
or are employed in the community. 

The city has one industry within its limits. Early 


Recently several 
Each year a number 


1v 


‘fornia purchased the Brown Machine Shop. 


Lizzie Gibbs, Sidney Perry and Belle Malone each mad 
three; Evelyn Shainholts and Edith Knight each made 
tio. 

Many children are noticed on the streets wko'shoull) 
be in school. Some are unable to attend on account of 
poverty; yet to such the district gladly furnishes free’ 
text books. } 

More visiting on the part of the parents would en: | 
courage both teachers and pupils. | 

F, C. Smith, Principal 5 
Edith Johnson : 
May Moore, Teachers 
| 


SCHULZ MILL HISTORY 


establishments still in 
Gladwin Flouring Mills, | 


It was a 


Among the oldest business 
operation in Gladwin, is the 
owned and managed by J. F. Schulz Jr. 
tablished in 1890, by the present manager’s 
father. . 

The Schulzs have been millers for generations, as 
the elder Schulz’s grandfather operated a mill in, 
Germany. It was in the year of 1885, when Joseph 
Schulz I, then a young man, set out from Germany for 
the new world. He settled with relatives in Wayne \ 
county and began looking for a site to build a-dam and ' 
flovr mill. He was invited by Gladwin merchants to 
investigate possibilities of building in Gladwin, and dur- 
ing an inspection tour spotted a natural reservoir for the 
back waters of a dam on the Cedar River. He finally 
established a site at the place of the present flouring | 
flouring mills and constructed the building there,  to- 
gether with a dam on the Cedar River to furnish water 
power for the mill. 


Mr. Schulz continued 
flour and grist mill only, 
Frank L. Prindle established an electric power 
by harnessing the waters of the Cedar River to’ manu- 
facture the electric energy for the city of Gladwin. 

The first dam was washed out in the fall of 1911, 
one night following a heavy rainfall, when the vopera- 
tor let the backwaters build up too high. Dikes and 
spillway, power house and all were destroyed at that | 
time. Power lines were built between Clare’ and Glad- 
win and for the next few years power was sold to Glad- 
win by a syndicate of Central Michigan Dam Owners, 
kown as Consolidated. Light and Power. In 1916 the 


Schulz’s rebuilt. their dam and once more began sup- | 
\ 
( 


grand- 


the place as a} 
when he and 
wheel 


to operate 
until 1900 


plying power to the city of Gladwin. The system oper- 
ated smoothly until the spring of 1929 when flood 
waters from Chappel Dam _ rushed suddenly upon 
Schulz’s Dam and the whole dam structure was torn 
away. After that the Consumers Power Co. purchased 
the equipment and power franchise. 

The oldest retired employee of the mill still around 
Gladwin is Charles Oglestone. He was miller for the 
establishment’s founder. Since the late 1920’s about 
sixty per cent of the mills’ flour production is for the 
Fred Sanders’ Bakeries in Detroit. The mill now pro- 
cesses more than 100,000 bushels of wheat annually. 

In 1960 the Gladwin Flouring Mills enlarged its 
operation by purchasing from the Wickes Corporation 
the elevator formerly known as Wolohan’s. 


in 1961 the Purex Corporation, Ltd. of South Gate, Cali- 
The firm 
employs about 50 people. It makes vacumn forming ma- 
chines for the plastic sheet industry. 


Ross Lake lies largely within the city limits. The 
city recently purchased the dam which forms the lake 
from Consumers Power Company. | 

There are several parks developed within the city, 
one giving access to the lake. 

Beaverton has many civie organizations dating back | 
as far as 1908. There are four churches, 
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Gladwin City Today 


Cedar Avenue, Gladwin - date unknown 
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You’ll recognize the third building from the left. It was the abstract ottice in 1888 and still houses the Gladwin 
County Abstract Company. The small building next to it was a store and the post office. 


Old time nurses. Name! 
left to right: Lola D. Ber’ 
ry, Mrs. Dutcher, Ella D 
Chivers, 
’ 


‘ 


| 


An early picture of Cedar Avenue in Gladwin, the south side lcoking west 
from Silverleaf street. This is the Hotel Gladwin block, Note the horse-hitch- 
ing rails. 
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BITS FROM EARLY COUNCIL MEETINGS 


Beaverton, Michigan, September 28, 1900 


Village Councii called to order with President Powell 
in the chair. Roll call: Bliss, Bolin, York, Herendeen, 
Murphy, and Strobel. 

March 1, 1901 - In treasury $55.49; orders due $33.85. 


March 11, 1901 - Election: President, F. A. Nigge- 
| man; Clerk, J. J. Yeo; Treasurer, W. A. Strobel; Assess- 
or, Ht. G. Sterns. Council - Bliss, Bolin, Herendeen, Mur- 
phy, York and Hawley. 

October 3, 1901 - A bill allowed the Howe Engine 
} Company for fire engine and 300 feet hose, $335.00. 
Beaverton had its first city election on March 16, 
} 1903. 


| Mayor, William Ross; Clerk, W. &. Gould; Treasurer 
William A. Strobel; Justices, Henry C. Taylor and Anth- 

ony Bolin. 

Officers, lst Ward: Supervisor, Frank A. Niggeman; 
Aldermen, Conrad E. Richand, Claud C. Mack. 

Officers, 2rd Ward: Supervisor, Louis Himelhach; 
Aldermen, Henry Croll, Arthur S. Sturge. 

Officers, 8rd Ward: Supervisor, Addison T. Brown; 
Aldermen, Ora C. Bawker,, Dennis Hawley. 


MAYORS OF BEAVERTON 


William Ross, William H. Herendeen, Lauren J. 
Budge (1906), Arthur E. Darn, Frank S. Pierce, William 
H. Herendeen (second time), Ranald Ross, John C. Wiler, 
L. J. Budge (second time), W. H. Herendeen (third time), 
‘, E. Shoupe. 

Frank Kunze, L. J. Hunter, David Ross, L. J. Budge 
(third time), Perry Arnold, Wilbur C. Hall, Gordon Mor- 
ris, C. H. McKellar, Herman Colbeck, Adolph Presidio, 
Robert M. Brown (now serving). 


Biography of L. J. Budge: 

Mr. Budge came to Eeaverton in 1902 to work for 
i Dr. F. S. Pierce in his drug store. 

i In 1942 Mr. Budge said of himself and Beaverton 
} City, “I can look back over my life and see many things 
} well done and many more that perhaps should have been 
1 done. I have seen our town through all sorts of disas- 
ters and depressions but we have always come up smiling 
Nand ready to dig in’ again.” His widow, Maude Morris 
i} Budge, resides at the Kings Daughters Home, Midland, 
| Mickigan. 


BEAVERTON SCHOOL 


| The Beaverton Schoo! grew from the small school- 
\}house on main street to an eight room building that was 
‘}used until March 14, 1946. The first graduating class 
|| was graduated in 1903. 


Consolidation cf surrounding primary districts began 
j}in 1929, when Beaverton Township became a part of the 
'\ istrict. 


Tre district now includes all of Beaverton Township, 
Tobacco Township, all of Grim except a small parcel in 
i}section 36, Sheridan Township, all of Hay Township ex- 
i}cept sections 3, 4, 9, 10, 15, and 16, most of Buckeye, part 
}\of Grout, Billings No. 1 and 2 School Districts. This 
}}comprises an area of over 200 square miles with an equal- 
ized valuation of more than 39,000,000. 


At the close of the 1960-61 school year there were 
| |1075 students errolled in tre system. 


The present Superintendent of Schools is Harold G. 
Broka; Secondary Principal, Clarence Metzger; and El- 
ementary Principal, Merwin B. Hicks. The present board 
members are Stuart Woodward, William Mereer, Perey 
Codling, David Mapes, Maynard Calhoun, Donald Vallen- 
der and Donald Doane, . 


BEAVERTON METHODIST CHURCH 


The site for the Beaverton Methodist Church was 
given by A. T. Brown Sr. with the stipulation that it must 
be used for ecurch purposes. The cornerstone was laid 
in 1904, and the church was dedicated in September 19U4. 


Reverend R. D. Freeman was the first pastor and 
worked faithfully to complete the church. 


The present pastor is Reverend Gordon Showers, The 
membership is around 80. 


HOME DEMONSTRATION CLUBS 


There are two Home Demonstration Clubs in Beaver- 
ton. The Town and Country with Jivs. Mildred Larne as 
President and the Projectioneers with Mrs. June Ritte- 
man as President. There are about 50 women beionging 
to these clubs. 


ROLLIE HARGER POST NO. 7303 


The Rollie Harger Post No. 7303 was so named for 
Rollie Harger. It is believed he wag the first sotdier 
from the Beaverton community to losg his life in active 
duty during World War {1.. This Post vas organized in 
1944 by tze Veterans of Foreign Wars .ith Harold Mc- 
Kibbon as Post Commander. 


BEAVERTON GARDEN CLUL 


Twenty ladics met at the home of Mrs. L. J. Budge 
in September, 1944, to discuss the organizing of a garden 
club. Their first regular meeting was October 31, 1944. 
They elected as their first officers: President, Mrs. Vir- 
ginia Ross; ist Vice President, Mrs. Clara Beardsley; 
2nd Vice President, Mrs. Doris McKellar; Secretary, Mrs. 
Marietta Madison; Treasurer, Mrs. Leona Methner. 


The city is proud of this club for its vigilance in com- 
bating litter on our streets. They, too, are proud of tue 
petunia planting program and general encouragement to 
the citizens to beautify their homes. Recently the club 
purenased evergreens for the city hall and sponsored the 
planting of Almey Crab Trees in the city. 


BOY SCOUTS 


Several years before 1938, Charies Niggeman organ- 
ized the first Boy Scout Troup. However, it became in- 
active urtil 1938 when Clarence Metzger became scout 
master. Some of the boys in this troup were Robert 
Brown, Charles -Gunder, Jack Runyon, Albert Meike, 
Eugene Ankrum, Warren Perry, Tim kelly, Billie Mont- 
vomery, Bill Bennett, Don Hall, Don Lyons, Russell Wer- 
ick and Paul Mishler Jr. The present scout master is 
Loren MeKimmy. : 

Later the Cub Scout Pack was organized. 

In 1959 the Explorer Post was. organized with 
Charles Smith Jr. as Post Leader. Present leader is 
tobert Phillips. 


BEAVERTON LIONS CLUB 


The Beaverton Lions Club was organized on January 
83, 1944. The chirter members are: W. P. Madison, Ray 
C. Havens, C. Henry Bennett, Leon Methner, Frank G. 
Jones, Oscar I. Brown, Clarence Metzger, Ray Perry Sr., 
M. Gordon Morris, R. W. Burgess, Walter Ross, Lou Plot- 
kin, Edward Vo Wodek, James Kisentlohr, Carlton {i 
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Wright, Cecil McKellar, Charles Scoby, J. L. Hunter, 
Clarence Beall. 

The club has its meetings on the first and third Mon- 
day of the month in the Masonic dining rooms. The city 
is proud of this club’s achievements. They have been ac- 
tive in the Lions National Program to help the blind. 
They have also done much toward recreational programs 
in the city. 


BROWNIE SCOUTS 


Mrs. Juanita Park and Mrs. Roberta Drury were the 
leaders of the first Brownie Scout troop in Beaverton. 
This troop had 14 members and was registered in July 
1946. 


BEAVERTON CHAPTER NO. 386 OF THE 
EASTERN STAR 


The charter for Beaverton Chapter No. 386, Order of 
the Eastern Star was granted on October 13, 1910 by 
Worthy Grand Matron, Mrs. Clara E. C. Eldredge, at the 
Grand Chapter session held in Lansing, Michigan. 

Mrs. Leo J. Ross was the first Worthy Matron, Hen- 
ry J. Croll Jr., Worthy Patron, and Mrs. Maude Nigge- 
man, Associate Matron. John Musser was the first can- 
didate initiated. Mrs. Agnes Herendeen, Mrs. Vernie 
Morris, Mrs. Maude Budge, and Frank Niggeman are 
charter members. 


BEAVERTON MASONIC LODGE 


A dispensation to form a new Masonic Lodge in Bea- 
verton was granted by the Grand Master of Masons in 
Michigan on August 7th, 1908. The dispensation named 
C. J. Barnum to be Worshipful Master, Laurin J. Budge 
to'be Senior Warden and L. D. White to be Junior Ward- 
en. 

The first communication of the new Lodge under dis- 
pensation was held on Wednesday, August 12, 1908, at 
which time Worshipful Master Barnum appointed Frank 
H. Niggeman as Treasurer, Henry J. Croll Jr. as Secre- 
tary, William H. Herendeen as Senior Deacon, George 
Dietz as Junior Deacon, Louis J. Himelhoch and William 
J. Scott as Stewards and Zebediah York as Tiler. 

A charter was eventually granted to the new lodge 
by the Grand Lodge of Michigan at its annual commun- 
ication held in Detroit on May 26, 1909. The first candi- 
dates to be received into the new lodge were John W. Ne- 
ville and John C. Musser. Frank H. Niggeman is pres- 
ently the only living charter member. 


An appropriate recognition of the fiftieth year of 
this lodge was held on December 26th, 1959. 


THE “TOWN AND COUNTRY” FARM BUREAU 


The Town and Country Farm Bureau group was or- 
ganized at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Earl Nash July 25, 
1957. Officers elected were: Chairman, Ralph Crowl; 
Vice Chairman, Mrs. James Methner; Seeretary, Mrs. 
Mrs. Grace Ward. Member Women’s Committee, Mrs. 


Earl Nash; Blue Cross Secretary, Mrs. Ralph Crowl; 
Minute Man, Miss Elma Rau; News Reporter, Miss Elma 
tau; Discussion Leader, Barl Nash; Soug Lender, Mrs, 
Hazel Rise. 


PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATION 


The first meeting of the Beaverton Parent-Teacher 
Association was reld at the high school October 20, 1922. 
The meeting was called to order by J. W. Walsh. Mrs. 
Bulloek then gave a very interesting talk on the Parent- 
Teachers’ organizations, their aims and methods. 


The following officers were elected: President, Mrs. 
Clara Beardsley; Vice President, Mrs. Grover Babcock; 
Treasurer, Mrs. Willis Schrock; Secretary, P. W. Uhl. 


A by-laws committee consisting of Miss Ethel Whit- 
mer, Miss Mae Srell and Mrs. Frank Niggeman reported. 
The by-laws were accepted. Moved and supported that 
the regular meeting of this association be held on the 
first and third Tuesday of each month and that the meet- 
ing on the first Tuesday be held in the evening at 8:00 
p.m. and the meeting on the third Tuesday be held in the 
afternoon. Dues were fixed at $.25 per year. 


HISTORY OF THE BEAVERTON CHURCH 
OF THE NAZARENE 


The first Nazarene services in Beaverton were from 
Dec. 9-22, 19389 with Rev. W. H. Elliott of Petoskey as 
evangelist. The purpose of the meetings was to reach 
the unchurched in the community. 


The Howard Montgomery family were the only Naz- 
arenes in Beaverton at this time. It was largely through 
their prayers and efforts that a new church was organ- 
ized. 


The Beaverton church was sponsored by the Midland 
Nazarene Young People’s Society. The Rev. C. A. Bear- 
inger, Midland pastor, preached on Sunday afternoons 
for the first six months. 


The Rev. Lester Shepherd of Saginaw served for a 
year as part time pastor. The Rey. Harold Parkinson, 
Bay City, was the first to serve full time. 


Mrs. Howard Montgomery was the first Sunday 
Sehool Superintendent. The Sunday School had an en- 
rollment of 68 with an average attendance of 30. 


A tent meeting was held on M-18, near the DX Sta- 
tion, with the Rev. Eddie Patzsch as evangelist. At the 
close of the tent meeting, July 27, 1941, the church was 
officially organized. District Superintendent Rev. R. 
Starr was present. The ten charter members included 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Montgomery, Eris Jean Montgom- 
ery, Mr. and Mrs. Fred Ashley, Marian Ashley, Ralph 
Stockton, Mrs. Orin Spicer and Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Reed. 


Dec. 16, 1945, the present church building, 115 E. 
Brown Street, was completed. The building was dedicat- 
ed on Jan. 7, 1946 with District Superintendent Dr. Will- 
iam McGuire bringing the dedicatory message. Prior to 
this, worship was conducted in rented rooms above Bur- 
gess’ Grocery Store. 


The Beaverton church has a present membership of 
64 and a Sunday School enrollment of 140 with a near 
hundred average. 


' This year the church is commemorating its 20th an- 
niversary with a homecoming celebration, 


The pastors who have served are Rev. C. A. Bearin- 
ger, Rev. Lester Shepherd, Rev. Harold Parkinson, Rev. 
C. B. Sanborn, Rev. George Bugbee, Rev. Charles Farm- 
er, Rev. Erma Pierce, Rev. Allen Cobb, and Rev. G. HH. 
Rowe, The Rev. Delmar Dravanstatt is currently pastor, 
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The large mill, known to most around 1893 as the 
“Big Mill”. 
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Logging days in Beaverton about 1895 
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BENTLEY TOWNSHIP 


1875 - Gladwin County set off from Midland Coun- 
ty. Gladwin Cou ty had turee townships, Giadwin, Grout, 
aid bLillings. billings Township comprised. the southern 
part ot t.e county. 

1891 - School organized at Estey. 

1892 - April 4, election neld at Rhodes in Murray 
Bentley’s store. Total number of votes cast was 32. Mur- 
ray Bentley was elected supervisor October 1892 - Bond- 
ed township for $500.00 to build first road in township. 
Beginning at Rhodes on section one and running west on 
eighth line across section one and % mile on eighth line 
across section two, thence section line between ten and 
section 11, one mile or as far as money goes. 


1893 - December, Townscip Board meeting. Motion 
made and supported that we allow $10.00 for making out 
vue assessment for 1893. 

1894 - Township Board meeting in the Camp Seven 
schoolhouse one mile north of Estey. Agreement of the 
Township Board to lay out a road commencing at the 
quarter post, between sections 9 and 10, and thence east 
% mile to east line of Frank Katzer Jr., until such time 
as the township can extend it further, provided that Sam- 
uel Compton will give the above parties the use of the 
old lumber road now open. 

1893 - Bill of Sale - Lumber in Estey and Calkins 
Mill yard in Estey. 57 M Oak at $16.00 per M — 104 M 
Maple at $8.00 per Mf — 98 M Hemlock at $6.00 per M — 
384 Basswood at $13.00 per M — 59 M Ash at $13.00 per 
M — 92 M Elm at $10.50 per M. 


1895 -- April 10. Board meeting at Camp 7 school. 
Motion made and supported that the township pay J. J. 
Edwards five cents apiece for posts and poles and build- 
ing fence aicund cemetery, and township furnish wire 
and spikes. Carried. Board members received $1.50 a 
day. 

1896 - June 20. The Township Boards of Bentley 
Township and Buckeye Township met in joint session at 
the Highwood House pursuant to call for the purpose of 
making a settlemert of all matters and things in differ- 
ence arriving from setting off T18N, 2E, from the town- 
ship of Buckeye and annexing the same to Bentley Towr- 
ship. : 
1897 - Township Board motion made and supported 
that State Land Commission open up land in Bentley 
Township for homesteads. 

School District No. 4 set off, comprising section % - 
21 and 22. All of sections 26, 27, 28, 29, 32, 38, 34, and 
35. 

1898 - April election. 
received $2.00 pay. 

1900 - April 2. 
in Estey. 

1900 - Motion made and supported that the township 
raise $500.00 special tax for building a road from sec- 
tion corner 14 - 15 - 22 - 23 east two miles to county 
line. 

1903 - Township Board authorized to spend $200.00 
on county line road commencing at southeast corner of 
section 18, thence north one mile. 

1903 - School District No. 2 is formed. 

1904 - Annual peu meeting held in Worges’ hall 
in Estey. 

1904 - Meeting on 25th of April held at Clerk H. E. 
Borden’s residence. Motion made and carried that a build- 
ing committee be appointed to look after the construction 
of town hall. Following ones named: Henry Marshall, 
H. E. Borden, Charles Munger, Jasper Mann, David 
Streeter. 

1905 - Road made east side of section 13 between 
Bay and Gladwin Counties, 90c per rod for 40 rods, and 
80c per rod for 80 rods, this includes brushing, stump- 
ing and grading, 

May 9 - Motion made and supported that highway 
commissiorer repair side walks on east side of Washing- 


All Election Board members 


Board meeting held in Brown’ hall 


ton Street between Main Street and schoolhouse in Es- 
y- j . 

Highway commissioner to use his judgement ino se- 

lecting oo suitable road. (To be either the quarter of 


18 


eighth lines in order 
toad) - (Estey Road). 

1907 - Motion made and supported that highway 
commissioner pet section line road surveyed between sec- 
tions 22, 23, 26, and 27, runring souts one mile to sec- 
tions 34 and 35. (Estey - south two miles) township 
paid $125.00 to C. 8. Williams for Company House in sec- 
tion 23 (Estey) and a piece of land near the K.O.T.M. 
a 

1911 - May 3. Tool house was made back of town 
hall, size 16x27x7’, 1/3 pitch, roof shingled with clear 
butt shingles, sills 4x6”. Double door on both sides 12’ 
wide, rafter 2x4” apart. All lumber to be good sound 
material and the siding to be dressed on ove side put on 
with IOP nails, building to be east and west 20’ from 
west line of fence. Sealed bids to let May 18, 1911. 


May 18 - Bids were opened; Frank Katzer $62.00, 
D; S Streeter $75.00, D. B. Bechtel $78.00. Frank Kat- 
zer’s bid was accepted as lowest bid. 

1913 - April - H. Koage painted town hall - three 
coats of white outside, two coats inside and tool house, 
two coats for $33.00, township furnished the paint. 

1913 - W. Crawford received $60.00 for putting con- 
crete foundation under town hall, as follows: on the clay 
10 inches wide, concrete mixed one to seven with good 
gravel. 

July 14 - Special Election held to bond township. 

July 18 - The road between sections 33 ard 34 to be 
made and the old grade discontinued December 1, also 
build road from southwest corner of section 34 west ™% 
mile. 

Township bought land for cemetery. 

1914 - Township closed old grades across section 27, 
TI17N, 2E. : 

Township to put $387.65 on the%4 line south of Net- 
tleton’s down to section line between sectiors 24 and 25. 
Also that highway commissioners buy two bridges for 
same and get them on one year time. 

Township to put 24 ft. bridge in on road east and 
west between sections 24 and 25. 

1915 - Townstip build % mile of road on % line 
running south on section 25, 17N 2E, also 14-mile road 
running west from corner stake at the corner of sections 
25, 26, 35, and 386. 

Over-see-er of highway received $1.75 a day. 

Desk bought for township treasurer $10.00 

1916 - September electicn - Clerks received. $4.00. 
inspectors $4.00, and gate keepers $2.00. 


to let Rhodes out to Pinconning 


Highway commissioner instructed to grade down 
Bear Hill west for Camp Seven, deep enough to make 
permanent grade ready for claying, also clay the sand 
that is necessary on road: to Smith Siding. 

Hitching posts put along road in front of cemetery. 

1916 - Township gave the Hope Improvement Tele- 
phone Co. the right of way to construct lire along public 
highway. 

Township raised the wages of highway commissioner 
from $2.50 to $3.00 per day, 10 hour team work from $4.00 
to $5.00 per day, and a man 10 Fours day from $2.00 to 
$2.50. 

1918 - April 1st. Motion made and supported to pay 
a man and team from highway labor $4.00 per day; a 
man $2.00 per day; a man and team, when he holds his 
own scraper, $6.00 per day. 

1920 - Township bought new eer for $260.00. 

Village of Estey discontinued. 

Town 18N 2 E set off from Bertley and called Grim 
Township. 

1920 - Township officers were: Grim Tojvnship sup- 
ervisor, George Lyons; clerk, LaVern Snyder; treasurer, 
Frank Dougherty; justices of peace, Otto Rabe and Will- 
iam Carstens. 

1921 - Graded up road for two miles south of Rhodes 
and furnished gravel and the people to donate the heal- 


ing of gravel. This was the first graveled road in Bent- 
ley Township. \ 
1923 - April 12—-Tools on hand at this time; Nine 


scrapers, two wheels scrapers, one block and chain, one 
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grader, two bridge forms, four shovels, two plows, one 
road drag and one brace and bit. 


Township to build Wiebeck bridge (sections 23 - 24) 
put in concrete foundation for Carl Myer bridge (% line, 
section 24). Motion made that we close the road leading 
to the. McPherson bridge, and that comm. start as soon 
as possible so as to have them in by threshing time. 

1944 - Township got SW% of SE% of section 15, 
from Michigan Conservation Department for township 
dumping ground. 

April 3 - $1,000.00 now on hand, earmarked for new 
town hall. Also that township buy the two lots across 
from Bocks’ Store for $200.00 for new town hall. 


1945 - $2,000.00 added to building fund for new town 
hall. 
4 1946 - $2,300.00 added to building fund for new town 
all. 
1947 - Town Board to act as building committee. 
1948 - New town hall built. It cost $15,000.00. 
1957 - Supervisor, Richard Chubb; treasurer, Fred 


Kruger; clerk, John Mathieson. 

1959 - Supervisor, Richard L. Swinson; clerk, John 
Mathieson; treasurer, Fred Kruger; justice of the peace, 
George McPherson. 

1961 - Supervisor, Richard L. Swinson; treasurer, 
Fred Kruger; clerk, John Mathieson; justice of the peace, 
Carl Kruger; constables, Dorus Doerr and Lloyd Palmer. 


PIONEERS OF YESTER YEARS 
IN BILLINGS 


who have 


Talking with some of our older people : 
ut 


lived here for years has been most interesting. 
going through records in the clerk’s office are some 
real old books which I find even more so. First records 
I find date back to the year 1875. 

Billings Township then was the south half of Glad- 
win County. No one has been able to tell me where 
the name originated. But was first settled around 
Knox as Jas. G. Dow was then supervisor and ll 
meetings, even elections were held in his house. 

First records were of an election held on Saturday, 
22nd of May, 1875. Jas. G. Dow and Benjamin Wilbur 
present. In the absence of Samuel Wilkerson, Lucius 
Osman was appointed chairman with J. W. Butler and 
William Monroe secretaries of the election. Oath of 
office was administered by Willard Grout (Justice of 
the Peace). 

Polls opened at 1 o’clock and closed at 5 o’clock. 7 
voted. Jas. G. Dow was elected Supervisor; Seth Secord. 
Treasurer; Lucius Ositnan, Clerk; William Monroe, 
Highway Commissioner Seth Secord, School Inspector. 

The same month one week later, May 381, 1875 an 
election was held to vote for county officers. Polls 
- were open from 10 a. m. to 5 p. m. Officers of election 
received $1.50 per day fee. In the spring of 1876 John 
Nottingham’s name appeared as a candidate for town- 
ship clerk. In the fall an election was held to elect of- 
ficers on United States and State Tickets. Isaac 
Smallwood was an inspector at this meeting. 

In 1877 new names appear—S. C. Williams, George 
MeGiverson, David Ketchum, Thoderes Oxford, Chas. 
W. Robinson, Chas. Shepard, Benjamin Harris, Hiram 
Partridge, Chas. Mankee and Nathaniel Huntley. Now 
the number of voters had reached 21. Jas. G. Dow was 
appointed first Health Officer for the township. 


In March the following year 1878 still 
names are mentioned Abram Wismer, 
Wm. Oliver, Wm. Hamilton, Jonothan Boals, Albert 
Wright, John Beamish, Henry Robinson, George Eld- 
rige and Archable Boals. We recall several of these 
names as living near Dale, and Knoxville communities. 
In April of this year 31 had been recorded as legal 


voters. 

Names of Wm. Parker, David Scott and B. F. 
Dumont appear for the first time. George Freeman 
was appointed school inspector. Request registered 
that no name be entered on poll records unless they 
came in person. 

In April 1879, the names of James Spence, George 
Kingsberg and John Middleton are mentioned and we 
know them to have been from this place. 

in 1882 David Hunter, James Colbeck, Francis Col- 


more 


lidge, Coleon Wallace, Albertha Ordiway, Michael 
Roe, Wm. Kent, Samuel Compton, Frank Marshall, 
Hiram Hamer, George Rolf, Alfred Sidom, George 


Coats, and John McCarter had settled in the commun- 


Billings which originally 
came one of the small ones, as are Clement, Secord, 
and Hay. Two sections short in width. Gx-l--instead of 
6x6 uy are all other 12. : 


was so large finally be- 


James McClane, . 


14 


TOWNSHIP 


Three school districts were formed in Billings 
Township. Billings No. 1 originally had a log building, 
replaced in 1888 by a frame one. It is still being used 
but has gone throvgh several changes and now has 
rooms added on. It has been a standard school for 
years since George Taylor was County Commissioner. 


Billings No. 2 had for their first school a small 
frame building which was located on the Woodruff 
corner. It was sold and moved to the Steve Colbeck 


place when a new school was built on a new location 
in the center of the district. The school voted to annex 
to Beaverton in May, 1961. 

Billings No. 8 was on the east side of the river 
and known as the Leuenberger school for years. Their 
first building was log, but was replaced by a new 
frame one, several years ago. It has been kept in good 
repair, rooms added but seems doomed to disappear as 
all rural schools are doing. Fred Woodby started his 
long teaching career in this school. He crossed the 
river by boat and walked from home each day. His 
folks lived across the road in Tobacco Township. Mr. 
Woodby now owns the farm then known-as the George 
Kent place. 


From old school records of the first Billings Town- 
ship School shows a_ certificate was granted to Mrs. 
Emily Oliver, dated May 18, 1877 good until November 
18, 1877. 

The second certificate was granted to Mrs. Mary 
E. Long, dated Oct. Ist, 1878 to March 1879. 

S. C. Williams was Township Superintendent of 
schools. This too must have been in the vicinity of 
Knoxville. 

Some of the early families to move here and settle 
on farms were James Colbecks of Canada, -Fred Brush- 
abers of Saginaw County, Wm. Kents of Washtenaw 
County. 

In 1885 the Kents went into the general merchan- 
dise business, built a lumber and planing mill and 
later with James Spence as a partner formed the 
Billings Telephone Company. The following surround- 
ing communities were connected by this service: Hope, 
Edenville, Hunter, Dale and Billings, with a switch- 
board service in the store. 

Mail was delivered to the Post Office by a rural 
route from Beaverton. Patrons to the north and east 
called at the office for their mail until the office was 
discontinued and rural routes extended in the early 20’s. 

Owen McKibben was the carrier, his route made 
by horses and closed-in wagon or sleighs; his late 
years he drove a car but experienced some very bad 
roads. He was most faithful and sadly missed by. all 
when he retired. His goodness extended far beyond his 
required duty.. 

At one time Billings had two stores, the school, a 
cheese factory, cider mill, post office, telephone central, 
and a baseball team. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Kent, Mr. 
Kent and Claud Kent were pictured 
Atlas year 1906, portrait department. 

Most of our older folks who remembered the good 
vld days have passed on, homes haye.changed. Many 
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Estey street running North and South in 1895 


The Estey ball team in 1895 


This is the McClure Farm around 1890, in Sage Township 
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Lumbermen loading their logs on the train in Bent- 
ley Township, in 1900. 


Estey hoop making, 1896 
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places have been handed down 
tion, 


tothe younger genera- 


We have Grandma Crowell and Grandma Kent 
‘with us, who can tell of many changes they have seen 
through the years. The township is still growing as all 
land has been taken up and many new homes line the 
luke shore. The Tittabawassee river took many logs 
down stream but has given way now to the modern 


BUCKEYE 


Buckeye township is rich in historical lore as are all 
townships in Gladwin County. Although many of our res- 
idents have passed away, tneir descendents remember a 
lot of things t-at have happened. The tales of the lum- 
ber woods, the fire that destroyed thousands of acres, and 
the humorous happenings. 

Buckeye township was organized in 1882, at that 
time it was part of Grout townsaip. Application for or- 
ganization was made to tne County Board of Supervisors 
by the following freetolders: John R. Parker, James 
Emmets, David L. Ketchum, George Brown, John Ander- 
son, Richard Moreland, Asa B. Durkee, W. C. Buscu, 
George D. McGiveran, tsaac C. Smallwood, and Willia:n 
J. Parker. The application was granted and the territory 
was described as follows: Congressional township 18N, 
R1E, and Congressional township 18N, R2E. 

The first town meeting was held at the Smallwood 
Settlement sccoolhouse Monday, April 3, 1882. The school- 
house mentioned was a little Northeast of what is now 
known as the A. D. Kimball place. 

The first supervisor of the township was Samuel 5S. 
Clark. The other officers were George McGiveran, clerk; 
Jacob Smith, treasurer. Justices of the peace were Isaac 
Smallwood, Richard Moreland, James McCormick an'l 
James Humason. The first board meeting was held April 
22, 1882. : 

Hugh Oliver ran the boarding house at Highwood dur- 
ing the time the railroad bridge was being built. Most 
of the activity took place at Highwood during this period. 
The record doesn’t show exactly how far the township ex- 
tended eastward. Records show a joint meeting of the 
townships of buckeye and Bentley on May 15, 1891. 

The Oliver family later moved to what is now known 
as the Wayne Nash farm (although tce Nashs no longer 
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reside there). June Oliver Ross was the first school 
teacher at Howry (Harry Boylen farm), east of Wine- 
gars. Mrs. Ross attended school at the Oliver settlement 
and later high school in Beaverton for a short time. June 
stayed at the Connors’ place while she taught school. Ray 
Connors was later postmaster in Gladwin. Mr. Oliver 
ran a store and post office in his home at Arbutus. The 
community got its name because a name was needed for 
the Post Office. The woods were abundant with flower- 
ing arbutus, so the name was sent in and the United 
States Postal Department accepted the name. Later a 
new schoolhouse was built and was known as the Arbu- 
tus: School, and the Arbutus Cemetery is still in use. At 
the time the Olivers moved to Arbutus, Jocn Knox was 
their closest neighbor. Records show Mr. Knox received 
$28.00 for seven days surveying and Mrs. Ross received 
330.00 a month for teaching. 

The community of Highwood was in Buckeye town- 
ship until 1910 when Hay township was organized. There 
was a schoolhouse at Highwood, the Highwood House, 
three large stores and four passenger trains a day, be- 
sides the logging trains. There was a big sawmill on the 
west side of tre river near the Peters farm and the Bubbs 
Shingle Mill south of there. Old lumberjacks tell of log 
jams 30 feet in height in the spring and the mills would 
have enough logs for all summer. A former lumberjack 
tells of a load of logs brought out of the woods by one 
team so large that it took two flat cars to load it for 
transportation. 

Later William Cressnen was elected Supervisor, suc- 
ceeding him were Burt Church ard C. W. Sinclair. 

Records are: rather brief on township activities re- 
garding politics and school districts. There were seven 
districts at one time. 


BUTMAN TOWNSHIP AND 
ITSEARLY:: SETTLERS 


The first permanent settlers of Butman Township 
) was the Lovell P. Sherman family from Providence, 
' Rhode Island. They traveled by covered wayon and came 
) in 1878, which was about five years before Butman was 
) organized as a township. 
| There were two children, Rodger and Carrie. Their 
| farm was located just south of the now Butman No. 1 
' school. In fact the school is on the same property. 
They built a two story log house, the logs were all 
| hand hewed, and still stands today, altrough it has been 
' modernized recently, including siding. They had the first 
' store and Post Office in the township. Carrie was the 
| first post mistress. Rodger passed away in August of 
1956 at the age of 83. 
Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Hollenbaugh now own the farm 

' and live there. 
| Some of tre very early settlers were Truman Arnot, 
| George Cunningham, Frances Burket, Ira Babcock, 
| Charles ard William Westover Sr., John Abbott, and Ar- 
' ron Brown, also Tom and Dick Foote. 
The first town meeting was held at the Allbricht 
_ Lumber Company (store in connection) operated by Nat 

Wright, located at Millsville, or Shot Gun Dam, as soine 
of you may know it, at the corner of Butman and Grass 

Lake roads. 
| Butman Township was formed in 1883 although the 
first school, Butman No, 1, was built in T&81T. The town- 


1h 


ship was named for Myron Butman who lived in Saginaw 
but had business interests here since 1868. 

On April 7, 1884, election inspectors were Lovell P. 
Sherman, Truman Arnot, and George Cunningham. On 
May 8, 1884, the first election was held and the results 
were: Supervisor, Lovell P. Sherman; treasurer, George 
Cunningham, and clerk, Frances Burket. All meetings 
were held in the No. 1 schoolhouse previous to’ 1894. They 
tad built a hall across from the schoolhouse and on April 
2, 1894, the meetings were held there. Charles Westover 
was the clerk then. This town hall was also used as a 
Gleaner hall, for church meetings and dances were also 
held there. 

Other settlers who came about this time were the Len 
Coffel family, Mr. and Mrs. Nelson Master-and family. 
The latter were the parents of Mrs. Bertha Louthan, Her- 
bert Louthan, Lucy, and a married daughter, Gertie Kel- 
ly (who came later), another daughter Vada was _ born 
tere. She is Mrs. Carl Raymond who, with her husband, 
now live in the community. 

These people all came here from Monroe County in 
1886 in two covered wagons taking fourteen days enroute. 
They stayed the first night near Wagarville with the 
Warren Dassey family, the next day they ate dinner with 
the Lovell Srerman family, then went on to locate two 
and one-half miles west and north of the Sherman place. 
Bertha, being the oldest, often walked to New Headquar- 
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Nate Wright took care of the company 
We will speak of New Head- 


ters for the mail. 
store there at that time. 
quarters later in our story. 

In 1890, Daniel Brown and George Brown brought 
their families here from Ohio by covered wagon. It took 
them two weeks to make the trip. They also brought three 
cows and two dogs with them. They located on the 40 
acres of land now owned by his daughter-in-law, Mrs. A. 
L. (Mary) Brown, near Lake Four, who still lives there 
with her daughter and husband, Mr. and Mrs. Carl Bailey, 
and son Jim. Jim was named after his grandfather as 
he was best known as Jim Brown. 

The families lived in the covered wagons until they 
could get logs cut and build a house. The logs were all 
hand hewed and were put together with wooden pins. The 
house was ready to move into before cold weather came. 
It was an old landmark there until a few years ago when 
the roof fell in and it was cleared away. 

Other children in the Daniel Brown family were John, 

Frank and George, Mrs. Lillie Goheen, Mrs. Lottie Brill, 
Mrs. Annie Mansfield, and the late Mrs. Mary Good. 

Others who came about that time were tke Archie 
MeMillian family, M. C. Rupp, W. W. Wright, Henry Av- 
ery, the DeLaurier family, L. B. Felice, D. W. Hollen- 
baugh, W. W. Steele, John Boakes, Charles Detler, the 
Will and Art Hagers, Albert Hager, Amos Wagar, and 
the Aaron Browns. Aaron Brown’s daughter, Mrs. Saran 
VanValkenburg, still lives in Sage Township in Gladwin 
County. These people came here about 1894 and locate 
in sections 17, 18, 19 and 20 mostly. 


In 1894 Archie McMillian was supervisor. In 1895 
Thomas Hall was supervisor. Those on Board of Review, 
May 29, 1894, were Ira Babcock, Thomas Hall, and Archie 
MecMillian. On June 1, 1889, a meeting was held at the 
Allbright Lumber Co. Store to form a new school dis- 
trict. Fifty rods of land was purchased between sections 
17 and 18 on tne now Del Raymond farm, then owned by 
Henry Avery. They voted $150.00 to build the school. It 
was made of logs as most schools were in those days. It 
had ten double seats and one recitation seat. It was call- 
ed the Avery school and was District No. 3 then, and con- 
sisted of sections 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 29 and 30 in T20N, 
R1W. The first school board members were Ira Babcock, 
M. C. Rupp and William Westover. On September 13, 
1890, the Board of Inspection were L. P. Sherman, W. W 
Wright, and Ira Babcock was the deputy clerk. Motion 
made to change school district No. 8 to No. 2, motion 
carried. Kate Borden was superintendent of schools in 
1896. 

We think Hugh Wagar was the first teacher at this 
school. Sarah Brown (Mrs. Sarah Van) taught her first 
year there in 1896. She was married that same year to 
Lew VanValkenburg, who was operating a store one-half 
mile south of the present Butman School No. 1. He had 
come to Gladwin with his parents in 1874 when he was 
six months old. They: forded the Sugar River and home- 
steaded land on M-18. The Wilber Steele family were 
the only inhabitants in the area at that time. The Lew 
VanValkenburgs moved away in 1902, but came back to 
Gladwin in 1923. 

Otkers who taught this school were Marie Chesser, 
Belle Walker, (now Belle Dutcher of Jackson, Michigan), 
Lizzie Foran, Maude Shell and Edith Brown. Mamie Me- 
Knight taught in 1901 and 1902. 

In about 1908 the frame schoolhouse was built to re- 
place the log school. The first teacher in the new frame 
building was Dora Murphy. Other teachers were Bessie 
Oglestone and Gordon M. Smith. This school was united 
with Butman No. 1 school in about 1921. Then this school 
building was sold to a Mr. Hell, who later sold it to the 
Brethern in Christ Church denomination. They remodeled 
it and it is now a nice church building, located across 
from the former L. P. Sherman home, about.a mile and 
one-half north of where it was built. Reverend Snyder 
was the first pastor, others were Reverend Henry Heisey, 
Reverend Starr and the present pastor is Reverend Lyons. 

Up to now we have been telling about the northern 
Pere of the township. But there were plenty of activities 

eginning around what is now called Hockaday. Mr. and 
Mrs. John Yeaver Sr. and family came from Sanilae 
County in 188t and Joented just west of the THockaday 
church, Others who came about that time or within two 


Herb Shell, the Sylvester Cripps family, John Simpson 
family, Mr. and Mrs. Ammon Cann and family, also oth. 
ers including the John VanAlstines, James Young, Dun. 
ean McCrackan, the John Mardlins, the Soldans, John 
Ritchie and others. Most of these people came from San.- 
ilac County, so it was little wonder that this community 
became known as New Sanilac. 
Mr. and Mrs, Robert Hockaday operated a store on 
the place where the Harold Friesens now live. There 
| 


or three years were the William Yeagers, Thomas a 
, 


| 


five children, Mrs. Bertha (Knappin), Asa, Beulah 
(Campbell), Anna (Lorey), and Albert. 

In the fall of 1901 a post office was put in the store, 
and Mr. Hockaday was made post master. The commun. 
ity derived its name from Mr. Robert Hockaday. Mr. 
Hockaday was a cook by trade and was a noted cracker. 
jack log roller. After operating the store and post office 
for four years, he leased it to John Shaw one year, then 
a Mr. Schultz bought it, then Glea Davids operated it for 
a time. Lew Davids built a store near there but one year 
later moved it one mile south to the present community 
of Hockaday. The first mail was brought out to Hock- 
aday in 1901 by William Southwell Sr. Earl Shell was 
the first mail carrier on Route No. 4. C.S. Bliss took up 
a petition for a mail route and on February 1, 19138, Joe 
Black brought the first mail out to Earl Shell’s and Earl 
took it on from tcere. Joe Black was carrier on Route 
No. 1. Earl Shell carried the mail until he retired in 
1950 and moved to Gladwin. 

Stone and Wells owned large amounts of land in the 
township and did lumbering on a large scale from 1889 
to 1898. They operated five camps and did extensive 
farming as they raised their feed for their many horses, 


ere, 


One of their camps was located north and west of 
Hockaday about one mile north and one and one-half 
miles west on Sugar River, on what is known today as 
the Scrafford ranch. They had a railroad of their own 
that came in from the west from Meredith. The com- 
munity consisted of at least 25 houses, a large boarding 
house, a company store and warehouse, which was oper- 
ated by Bill Wright, who also worked for the company 
running the store and warehouse at New Headquarters 
or Millsville. Logs were unloaded and went down the 
Sugar River. They employed many men as they worked 
the year around in camps in winter and on farms in sum: 
mer. 

There was a blacksmith shop operated by John Leu- 
enberger. 

Mr. William Stock, now of Beaverton, worked six 
years for the company. 

These are the people who came later, in the late 
1890’s and 1900, and settled in North Butman: Bill Bow- 
ers from Defiance, Ohio, George Roy and family from 
Saginaw, Bill Allen, Dave Schuler and Mr. Foot came 
from Ohio with tbeir families by horses and covered wag- 
on, also Dave Hamilton, Hollis Cappers, Tom Blakem, 
and Jerome Bailey came with their families. 

William Bowers was 16 years old when he came here 
from Defiance, Ohio, in 1901. He worked in lumber camps 
for Westover’s and on the Kingsbury place, where Mal- 
colm Cuddie now lives. Bill graded that road-the first 
time it was ever graded, and now part of M-18. In 1904 
the Gladwin-Nolan Telephone Company was -organized 
and the line was built. Frank Smith was the first line- | 
man, Bill Bowers took the job in 1914 and stayed for 38 
years. Bill built the store at Millsville for Mr. and Mrs. ) 
Mills (Gordon Smith’s grandparents) in the early 1900. | 
It burned down about 1918. 

In 1896 a Mr. Tyler owned a store in Gladwin. George 
Austin worked for him and drove a grocery wagon which 
came out to Hockaday once a week and brought the maii. ! 
Later there was a blacksmith shop and a grocery store 
at Hockaday operated by Lew Davids, the Jadles and oth- 
ers buying it later. Robert Day was the last to own it 
as a store. 

Sylvester Cripps had a butcher shop here and used 
to haul ice from Lake Four in the winter time to fill his 
ice house for summer use. There also was a feed store | 
and grist mill located at Hockaday. 

Lon Amonds and Green owned a saw mill and shingle 
mill located on the Sugar River Flats, one mile east of 
Hockaday. Luke Lockard owned a mill located a mile 
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north of Lew VanValkenburg’s store. Amos Wagar had 
the very first blacksmith shop which was located across 
from Lew VanValkenburg’s store. The old blacksmita 


building is in good repair and is used as a tool shed on’ 


the Everton Wavar farm today. 

Other mills were owned by Claude Haddix and Will- 
iam Westley. Albert Hager had the first threshing ma- 
chine and Nelson DeLaurier had the first reaper in the 
township. Others who cad threshing machines a little 
later percaps were Claude Haddix, J. A. Benmark, and 
also John Hutson. 


FREE METHODIST CHURCH AT HOCKADAY 


About 1893 a little group of pioneer settlers in But- 
man Township organized a Sunday School and later a 
church. Many of these pioneers had come from Sanilac 
County ard felt trey would like to call this community 
New Sanilac. Under the direction of Mrs. Hattie Van- 
Alstine, Sunday School was held in the little log school- 
house which was located on the former John Ritchie farm, 
one mile west of Hockaday. In tce fall of 1895 this groun 
was called the Free Methodist Church and had ten known 
charter members and perhaps more, as there were about 
20 families that made up the congregation. This com- 
munity was called New Sanilac, then South Butman and 
later named Hockaday, which it is called today as it was 
named for Robert Hockaday who was one of the charter 
members of the church. 

The minister walked out from Gladwin to hold the 
services. In 1904 Reverend F. Crandall, assisted by Rever- 
end Marvin, started a new church building. A lovely corner 
lot was donated by Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Grandy. The 
building of this church required a lot of time and sacri- 
fice and most of the labor and material was donated. 
These pioneers were considered brave men, but when the 
belfrey was ready to shingle not one of these men was 
brave enough to shingle this belfrey. At this point Miss 
Bessie Grandy took over, and shingled the belfrey while 
the shakey men looked on. 

This church still stands, like a beacon light, to call 
friends and neighbors to worship. Reverend A. Calkins 
is the present pastor ard lives in Hockaday with his wife 
and four children. 


BUTMAN NO. 1 SCHOOL 


In the 1880’s lumbering was the chief occupation in 
Butman township. Their first school was a log structure 
built in 1881 on a road which cut section seven in half, 
near the Butman cemetery. Virgin pines still stand on the 
northeast quarter of the school yard. Three early school 
bourd members, Mr. Hall, Mr. Sherman, and Mr. Brown, 
contributed labor and material to provide the usual pio- 
neer school furnishings. 

Teachers, hired for a tzree month period, stayed if 
they were not run out by the older pupils. Among these 
pioneer pupils were Mr. Hall, Mrs. Stanfly, Mr. Wood, 
Mr. Pegg, Mr. Kelly and Hattie Maston. A close friend 
of early teachers was the Reverend Phelix. By 1890 the 
school had outgrown the log pioneer structure, and a 
frame building was erected near the log school and was 
used for 23 years. In 1913 it was moved to its present 
location on the northeast quarter of section 8. In 19.9 
it was made into a two room school with modern equip- 
ment, including an oil furnace, and an electric range for 
the preparation of hot lunches for the children. During 
the summer of 1952, indoor flush toilets and an electric 
water system were installed. Other improvements were 
a cement block addition, a new poreh and two new doors 
to replace the old ones. 

The new addition is used for a store room and for 
the 4-H boys’ work room, The building has folding: doors 
go the two rooms can be made into one large room for 
gatherings. This school is now part of the Gladwin school 
system having: annexed with them Miey, 1058, 
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WHITE BRICK OR DISTRICT NO. 3 


The Board of School Inspectors of the township of 
Butman formed a school district in the township to be 
knows as school district No. 8. The first was held 
at the home of John Mardlin in September 1904. The 
qualified voters in this district were Chester Wilcox, 
William Stang, Nelson Ockerman, John Vanalstine, Ben 
Ritchie, William Hooker, James Simpson, Jacob Myers, 
Henry Harmon, Jessie Hollenbeck, George Smith, Theo- 
dore Werts, Dennie Shell, Edward Beach, John Hutson, 
John Mardlin, O. H. Babcock, Minnie Tucker, Leo Busen 
and Fred Frans. 

Trese people were all notified, either personally or 
by written notice, but only eight came to help in the 
formation of the district. he first school board mem- 
bers were William Hooker, John Mardlin and Jessie Hol- 
lenbeck. 

On motions the school board was authorized to buy 
or lease a site for the school-ouse or the Dennie Shell 
place. They decided to have school seven months, and 
to bond the district. for $1500. John Mardlin had the 
contract to cut and deliver ten cords of hardwood by the 
last of November. It was to be 24 inczes long, and he 
was paid 90¢ per cord. 

Mabel McMahon was the first teacher, and she re- 
ceived $35.00 per month. This school is now a part of 
eg arabe system having annexed with them August 
1959. 


LEATON SCHOOL NO. 4 


In the year 1897 t:ere were four families living close 
to the place where the west branch of the Tittabawassee 
River crosses section 14 in Butman Township. As this was 
more than three miles from any school, some of the par- 
ents met wits the necessary authorities and found out 
they could have their own school. Beginning in Septem- 
ber of the same year school was held in the home of Will- 
iam Leaton. Mrs. Leaton was the teacher. She was a 
relative of Mrs. Robert Hockaday, The next term, which 
began in April and ended in November, was. taught by 
Nellie Ritchie at the beginning and finished by Myrtle 
McCormick. This was also in the Leaton home. There 
were more families row, and in the early part of 1899 a 
schoolhouse was built. 

This was located across the road from where the 
present schoolhouse stands, only farther east, almost to 
the river. The log building was about 12x14 feet. The 
logs were donated, but the other building material was 
bought from J. H. Foster at the cost of seven dollars and 
eighty cents. For labor in building the new school, the 
following names ard amounts are listed: Joseph Jack- 
son $11.31, William Leaton $11.31, and Wes Armstrong 
$6.00, John Smith was paid $12.00 for furnishings, J. H. 
Schultz $21.41 for supplies, Croskery Brothers $3.50 for 
a cleck and J. L. Pringle $5.10 for a stove. The wood for 
the stove was cut by Clint Ostrander. 

The teacher for the new school was Argil Ross who 
taught one year and part of another. The term was fin- 
isted by Avis Swan, 


The next year, September 1901, the enrollment at 
school was 20. The names of the pupils were as follows: 
Ellis, Inez and Gladys Armstrong; Martha, Lloyd, Darrel 
and Belle Edick; Emma and Ella Maddis; Billie, Laura, 
Martin and Alfred Leaton; Joe and Alvin Brooks; Letha, 
Percy and Maregarite Ostrander: Clyde Hunt, and Mary 
Roy. The teacher was Fred Pike who taught until the 
sprirg of 1903. Miss Maude Shell then taught one term. 


This was the last term of school in the log building. Lat- 
er tre building was sold for $3.00 and moved away. The 


schoolhouse board paid $7.00 to W. W. Steele for the lease 
of one acre of land in the extreme northwest corner of 
section 14, this lease to remain in effect as long-as the 
school building was reeded. 

The lumbew for the building was bought from West- 
over Lumber Company and the work was done by Allen 
Gifford assisted by G. T.. Wilton. Serool began late in 
September of P90h and the first) Ceacher wis branees 
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Burke. In 1907 a well was put down by Morgan and 
Hunt at a cost of $62.00. 

The interior of the school was not lathed and plas- 
tered until 1917. This was done by Eli King at 2 ‘cost of 
$128.00, then they had to pay another man, F. Preston, 
$24.00 to clean up the mess. 

In tne year of 1930 a floor furnace was installed, a 
coal shed was added to the building and the window ar- 
rangement was changed, new black boards were put up, 
and the building was painted on the outside. 

Vhere were ro more major changes until 1048-49, 
and 1950 when a new floor was put down and the interior 
painted. The building was wired for electricity, a dvink- 
ing fountain and flush toilets were installed. Tze coal 
furnace was replaced by vil. In 1958 this school consol- 
idated with Hockaday. The list of teachers in the order 
they taught are as follows: Hattie Leaton, Nellie Ritchie, 
Myrtle McCormick, Angie Ross, Fred Pike, Avis Swan, 
Lela Gordon, Pearl Rowly, Maude Shell, Frances Burke, 
Pearl Hooker, Blanch Westover, Lily Greer, Elizabeth 
Leininger, Fay Shell, Mary Watson, Tessie Brown, Em- 
ma Hefka, Alma Dennings, Gladys Wilson, Mary hing, 
Wendell Barnes, Edith Frye, Sanford Shoults, Ray Ben- 
nington, Le!lah Spohn (now Grove), Etta Wilson, Joy 
Shaw, Norma Wagar, Wayne Hamilton, Duane Reid, 
Pearl McPherson, Russell Mansfield, George Taylor, rl- 
len Furgeson, Ellen Shell, Pearl Shell, Mary Krocker, 
Claude Wieman, Jay Lovesey and Olean Waltenburg. 


HOCKADAY SCHOOL DISTRICT, BUTMAN NO. 5 


Amid the tall pines and hemlocks on section 28 of 
Butman Towns-ip, in 1895, a log schoolhouse, built by W. 
F. Shell for $150.00, stood about three-fourths of a mile 
west of the present school building. The pine logs came 
from land near where it was erected. The nearest school- 
houses were the Avery school on the north, and Section 
Eight in Gladwin Township on the south, 

The community of ‘‘Little Sanilac” consisted of nine 
or ten families, of whom sent children to school. The first 
pupils, taught by Carrie Swan, who received $25.00 per 
month. were Arthur, Lulu, Blaine and Julia Yeager, Bert, 
Maud and Charles Hutson, Frank, Mamie and Grace Van- 
Alstine, Will, Maud and Earl Shell, and Harvey, George, 
Levina and Ernie Cripps, all of whom were born in San- 
ilac County except Earl Shell and Ernie Cripps. 

The first officers were Thomas H. Shell, John Hutson 
and Duncan McCracken. 

The school term was three months and started at 
Thanksgiving. 

The furnishings of the building were blackboards, 
made of boards, painted black, boughten seats, water pail 
and dipper—the water was carried one-quarter of a miie. 
There was no wash basin. The tapping of the large key 
on the door was the bell. The first year, the playground 
renched as far as you could go and get back during the 
noon hour, but a new teacher, namely Mae Shell, taught 
the second year and there were boundaries and the chil- 
dren stayed within trem. Readin’, ritin’ and ’rithmetic 
were taught, along with the ole’ Reed and Kellogg gram- 
mer. Gertrude Shell, Nellie Long, Clare Wright, Beatrice 
Day, Avis Swan, Bessie Koontz and Maud Shell were oth- 
er teachers at the ‘Old Log School.” 

By 1904 more families had moved to the new neigh- 
borhood, namely the James Mardlins, Jacob Hoenshells, 
Joe Grandys, Nelson: Ockermans, Orla Babcocks, Alfreii 
Dutchers, Jess Easlicks, Robert Hockadays, Robert Wil- 
sons, E, L. McLaughlins, Frank Easlicks, Burt Canies, 
George Lorees, L. Beattons, Frank Simendas, John 
Shaws, and Robert Ockermans. The log schoolhouse was 
too small to hold t’e increased population, so the district 
was divided and the White Brick and Red Brick were S. 
Cripps, F. Easlick and Thomas Shell. The building was 
finished about Thanksgiving, and Maud Shell, with about 
45 pupils, moved to the new location. which is part of the 
Hockaday school building at the present time. 

By vote of the district, a school library was estal- 
lished in 1905, 

A flagpole, to be cedar or spruce and 85 feet hish. 
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yo, been and put on the ground for $1.25 by Thomas 
ell. 

Schvol progressed as usual, wages raised somewaat 
almost every year until 1915, the teacher was receiving 
trom) $00.Uu to $85.00 per month. 

About 1912 the people living on the souta side of the 
south boundary line of sai district desired to become part 
of the Hockaday district, as it was so much farther for 
the children to go to Section Hight, so they were “set 
over” by action of the township board, and the district 
becume flockaduy Numbew 5, fractional. 

The schoolhouse was cleaned tor $2.50 the first year, 
in 1915 William Snyder was paid $9.00, in 1922 George 
Cripps received $25.00. 

Robert Ockerman built and painted the woodshed for 
$40.00 in 1916. : 

As the country deveiuped from lumbering days to the 
agricultural era, more settiers came and the number of 
pupils increased, unti: 1949 wien the Sugar Rapids dis- 
trict consolidated witn Hockaday and the schoolhouse 
moved to Hockaday and two teachers employed. Now, in 
1961, there are 25 pupiis in the lower rvom and 26 in the 
upper room. 

Some of the pupils who graduated from Hockaday 
school became teachers by attending County Normal af- 
ter higa school. Others continued their education. far! 
Shell attended Michigan Central College of Education, 
taught three terms, and later, after successfully passing 
a Civil Service examination, received the appointment of 
rural letter carrier on Route No. 5 on February 1, 1913. 
He served the route until March, 1950, when he retired. 

Harry Ockerman, son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ocker- 
man, has been a football coach at Michigan State Nor- 
mal Coliege, Ypsilanti.. His sister, Olive, is a registered 
nurse and lives in Saginaw. 

Sanford Shultz attended college, taught school in 
the county for sometime, and is now connected with Safe- 
ty Education in the Detroit Police Department. 

Harold (Ted) Hutson studied pharmacy at Ferris In- 
stitute and now has a drug store in Saginaw. 

Grace Ritchie (now Cady) has her degree from Cen- 
tral Michigan Teacher’s College and has taught several 
years in Midland city schools, and at the present is a 
teaching librarian.  . 

Robert Shell took the pharmacy course at Ferris In- 
stitute and is now employed in a drug store in Bay City. 

Gladys, Lucille, Bill and Tresa Shell graduated from 
the Bay City School of Commerce. Gladys was employed 
by Hirchfield and Son, of Bay City, for four years before 
her marriage. Lucille worked for Hirschfield and Son, 
and at Miller’s Store until her marriage. Bill is now as- 
sistant purchasing agent for tne Dow Chemical Company 
of Bay City, and Tresa was employed by the Dow Chem- 
ical Company of Midland, as stenographer, for four 
years. 

Teachers who have taught at the Hockaday school 
are as folows: Maud Shell, Mrs. Jennie Kelly Ferrell, 
Mrs. Edna Spike Huber, Mrs. Bessie Oglestone, Nellie 
McKenna, Eva Foutch, Floyd Carty, Mrs. Grace Brooks 
Niggeman, Benjamin Kranich, Mrs. Mildred Deacon 
Smith, Mrs. John Hutson, who organized the first P.T.A. 
there, Kathrine Harcourt, Eva Knight Bender, Frark 
Fleming (the first teacher to be paid $100.00 per month), 
Lena Fleming, Dean Ogg, Mrs. Mary Day Brill, Mrs. 
Margaret Clark, Dale Reigle, Nellie Witer, Mrs. Ann Har- 
vath, James Rutledge, Guy Ritchie, Mrs. Bernice Ritchie, 
Mrs. Ellen Shell Demaray, Mrs. Leola Block, Mrs. Hazel 
Frye, Cloyce McColley and Mrs, Ruby Wirtz. 

In 1905 Maud Shell received $32.00 per month, and 
now more tran 14 times that amount is paid each of the 
two teachers. 


SUGAR RAPIDS SCHOOL DISTRICT 


Florentine Soldan, James Simpson and William Oc- 
kerman built the Sugar Rapids schoolhouse on section 36, 
Butman township. A meeting of the voters, on August 
15, 1910, decided the place, size and other details of the 
building. Frank Easlick was chairman of that meeting. 
The contract called for a building 80 feet long, and iid 
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The Gladwin No. 1 School, April 3, 1908. Miss Dora 
Murphy was the teacher. Students starting with back 
row, left to right: Minnie Klein, Jessie Switzer, Mamie 
Whittle, Laura Cronk, Fern Switzer, Pear! Robinson, 
Gertrude Hetherington, Dora Murphy, Delia Sampson, 
Alice Koontz, Elmer Koontz, Fred Switzer, Helen Jun- 
eac, Otto Robinson, Leslie Greer, Frank Powley, Ralph 
Cronk, Max Morton, Ericus Foor, Fred Cronk, and Jim 
Ogg. Second row: Harry Klein, Marion Morton, Susy 
Foor, Taylor Cronk, Keith Cronk, Cassie Powley, Montell 
Morton, Arena Eaton, Irene Morton, Eva Morton, Tressie 
Eaton, and Max Morton. 


Highwood School, Hay Township, in the early 1900’s, 
Teacher, Grace Ryman. Students described, left to right: 
Front row: Inez Parker, ? Kauffman, Hazel Robbins, 
Gladys Denzer, Emma Caid, Lena Milinski, Dela Tatro, 
Wilber Stevenson, ? Kauffman, George Knight. Middle 
row: Clyde Knight, Mildred Robbins, Laura Peters, un- 
identified, Hurbert Beckman, Paul Milinski, Powell 
Kingsley, Maggie Stevenson, Stella Tatro, Emma Milin- 
ski, and Ben Kauffman. Back row: Gertrude Denzer, 

} unidentified, Eva Kingsley, Edna Swift, Sarah Robbins, 
Glenna Caid, Cliff Knight, Edith Swift, Amanda Peters, 
Fay Bogart, Lee Emerson, and Cecil Stevenson. 


This is the new frame School No. 1, Butman Town- 
ship, taken in 1900 when Rose Wagar was the teacher. 
The pupils were: First row: Everton Wagar, Alfred 
Hall, Bill Villeneuve, Ora Masten, Edith Brown, Carrie 
McFadden, Carrie Klemack, Blanch Westover, Gayly 
Boaks, Fred Hunt, Frank Villeneuve, Colon Brown, Joe 
Villeneuve. Second row: Omer Wagar, unidentified, 
Milford Brown, Arthur Villeneuve, Grace Westover, Lona 
Brown, Faye Major, Pauline Klemack; Florence Brown, 
Maude DeLaurier, Laura Cann, Bessie Masten, Ralph 
Hager, Bert Boaks, Tommy Goheen, Roy Burgess. Third 
row: Ezra Burgess, Blythe Brown, Everette Cann, Ivan 
Lockard, Bruce Westover, Dunk DeLaurier; Rose Wagar, 
teacher in 1900. 


This is Butman School No. 2, or Avery School. Pup- 
ils are: First row: Verne Hager, Laura Cann, and Ev- 
eretta Cann, Second row: Roy Ross, unidentified, Mam- 
jie McKnight, teacher, Tom Hager, Carrie Hager, Clara 
Westover. This picture was taken by Minnie Hunt. 


! Ridge School in 1892, Jim Yeo, teacher. Students 
' are listed from left to right: Back row: Blanche Swift, 
'Esel Wagar, Minna Greer, Rose Wagar, Gertrude Shell, 
_Maude Arnott, Norm Wagar, John Arnott, Korah Curl, 
'Warren Dassay, Joe Long, Melvin Bellinger, Bert El- 
| thorpe, Harry Long, unidentified. Behind the back row, 
|standing, is Jim Yeo and Ed Tobin. Front row: Kitty 
|Wright, Isey Wright, Kitty Long, Iva Bellinger, Pearl 
) Bellinger, Frank Long, Merle Shell, Dick Arnott, Rufus 
}Card, Edgerton Wagar, Ezra Greer, Everton Wagar, Art 
)Rasner, and ? Basner. 


Northeast McClure school 1902. Miss Mina Greer, 
Teacher. Students listed left to right: Back row: Earl 
Greer, Hazen Greer, Lydia Greer, Ellen Greer, unidenti- 
fied, unidentified, Myrna Breault, Edna Spike, the rest 
are unidentified in the back row. Middle row: First three 
unidentified, Edna Breault, unidentified, unidentified, un- 
identified, Matt Lernon, unidentified, unidentified, Gold- 
smith Spike, the rest in the middle row are unidentified. 
First row: First four unidentified, Nettie Spike, uni- 
dentified, unidentified, Nellie Peters, unidentified, uni- 
dentified, Millie Peters, unidentified. 
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Lumbering in Gladwin County in 1883. A. W. Wright, 
Stone and Wells Camp, located about two miles east of 
Meredith. 
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River drive on Cedar River. Picture taken in the early 1900's, 
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enough to accommodate four rows of seats. Howard Hol- 
lenbeck plowed, leveled and seeded t?e ground for $8.25. 
Harvey Cripps furnished the hardwood for $1.00 per cord, 
and Geen Clark supplied and set the flagpole for $5.00. 

The first school board members were Frank Easlick, 
moderator for thre2 years; Archie Norman, director for 
two years; and Howard Hollenbeck, treasurer for one 
year. Tuaey also served on the building committee. 


By vote of the people, the schoolrouse was opened 
for Sunday School and preaching in 1912. 

Between 1913 and 1928 the school board faced increas- 
ed cost of operating the school. In 1913 it paid Mrs. James 
Simpson $2.85 for clearing the school. It paid Gladwin 
Hievs School $20.00 for Edith Easlick’s tuition. About 


192:5 prices had risen; the district had to borrow money 
tou run the school. Financial difficulties increased, so in 
1946 the district voted to close the school and transport 
the pupils to Hockaday. 

In the summer of 1949 the district consolidated with 
Hockaday and the scroolhouse moved to Hockaday, where 
the lower grades are now taught. 

Some of the teachers at Sugar Rapids were Edna 
Spike, Edith Blaney, Ellen Greer, Lena Fleming, Helen 
Juneac, Violet Spillers, Grace Simpson, Miss Jinkine, El- 
len Ogg, Inda Benington, Tressa Detweller, Velma Cronk, 
Roseltha Friev, Minnie Linton, Arilla Vanest, Marie Fan- 
slau, Mrs. Foutch, Susan Shilling, Ruth Frye, Kathrine 
Adams, Valda Shell, Guy Ritchie, Borrice Ritezie, Etta 
Wilson and Cloyee McColley. 


CLEMENT TOWNSHIP 


Clement Township was chartered in 1884, Towrship 
20 North of Range 2 East, be and the same is hereby 
erected and organized into a new township to be called 
and known as township of Clement. That the first an- 
nual township meeting herein shal! be held at the schovl 
house in district (No. 7) in said territory on Monday, 7th 
day of April next, 1884. 

Joseph Fournier, John Cain, Arron Albright, three 
electors of said township, are hereby designated as the 
persons whose duty it shall be to preside at said meet- 
ing, appoint a clerk, open and keep the polls. The offi- 
cers of 1884 consisted of: John Bourret, supervisor; John 
Cain, treasurer; John Lundquest, clerk; Aaron Albright, 
highway commissioner; John Bourret, justice of peace. 

Clement is the smallest township in Michigan. It was 
named for a Saint. 


The first electors we found were Marvel and Jerome 


Secord who registered in 1882, November 4th. Gladwin, 
Michigan was tre only address. No name of township-—- 
voted in presidential election. 

An old by-law for Clement Township: April 1888— 
By-law of voters for said township, it was voted at town- 
snip meeting that no hogs or bulls over six months old 
were allowed to run on highways or greechy cattle of 
any description and that town clerk be notified to pos: 
notices to that effect.—B. L. Robertson, Dept. Clerk. 

The first and only church in Clement was Oak Grove 
church built in 1933 and 1934. Started its first service 
June 3, 1934. First religion was Brethren in Christ, most- 
ly Bible School was held there. 
Joseph and Anna Mansfield. The deed called for church 
to be held in the building or it would revert back to own- 
er, and it is now reclaimed by the Mansfields. 

The first post office used by Clement people was 
Kork Blakeley’s store on Walkers’ Corners in Edwards 
Township, Ogemaw County. No post office was ever in 
any store in Clement as far as can be found. Bill Stuck 
recalls going after mail two times a week and bringing 
it back to Clement people. A mail man named Beckwith 
from West Branch delivered to Blakley’s. 


The first school to be remembered was on what is 
now known as the Hyde Point farm, about a half mile 
west of the present school near the creek. There is some 
question as whether this is the first school. It is believed 
there was a school near Wades Corner before this school, 
and that Clement and Bourret Townships were one. 

These are some of the early teachers found in the 
records: Beatrice Fournier, Ida Belle Fournier, Della 
McKnight, the latter was hired in 1904 for 36 dollars 
a month. A Miss Murphy for 27 dollars a month from 
April till June of the same year. 

Wood was purchased this same year (1904) for $1.25 
a cord and beech and maple, and $1.00 a cord for pine. 

Township officers were given $1.25 and secool board 
officers $.76 this same year for meetings (1904). 

Rivers in Clement are Tittabawassee River with 
East and West Branches of same name. Lakes are Se- 
cord, Dollar, Elk, Indian, Cedar and Mud. . Orne dam is 
Secord. The creeks are Avery, Indian, Elk and Chapman, 

Cemetery - There is no cemetery din Clement, most of 
our older settlers and Bourvet's are buried in) Mdwared: 


The ground was given by - 


1) 


Township in Ogemaw. It has been said that we have 
more people buried there t-an Edwards Township. Fifty 
dollars each year is given by Clement to help care for it. 

Blacksmith - John Bensch was one of our early black. 
smiths. William Stuek remembers as a child. of takirg a 
horse that tad a spht hoof to be shod by Mr. Bensch. 
The horse was big and, having a tender foot, gave Black- 
smith Bensch trouble trying to shoe her. His words were 
not too complimentary. 

Indian Tribes - In the early 1900’s there were Irdian 
Tribes living at Elk Lake and Indian Lake. 

Early settlers on Elk Lake were Verne and Blanch 
Stroh, comirg here from Ohio and starting a resort. The 
4th of July was a gale affair, and very well attended. 
There was a vavilion for danci:g and later a ber gar- 
den. Dancing was under the stars in the beginning, as 
there was ro roof on the pavilion. Homemade ice cream 
and lemonade stand was erected for these occasions on 
the beach. Back in the 20’s.and 30’s it was hard on this 
big holidays to find a place to set up a tent. 

Lumber Companies - Chapman Lumber Company wa: 
the oldest in North Clement, and over tse line into Oge- 
may County in Edwards Township on Chapman Lake, 
named for Mr. Chapman. Large saw mills were located 
there. It was on what is now known as the Lyle Burger 
farm bought by he and his wife Gladys from cer father, 
Carl Powell, who resides with them Mr. Powell bought 
the farm from his late wife’s father, Sorn Arthur. Two 
dams have recently been removed or Chapman Creek 
where water was damned to float logs through the. Matt 
Fox farm to Chapman Lake and across to the mill. Also 
railroad ties are still on the land where freight trains 
hauled lumber. Chapman was a Frenchman from Can- 
ada and several other French families followed him here 
und settled in Clement, Bourret and Edwards Townships. 

Mike Grover ran another saw mill.on banks of the 
Tittabawassee River back of the Carlson farm and a gro- 
cery store in another part of Clement. 


George Decker (deceased) was one of tae early set- 
tlers, also. He was the grandfather of Mrs. Roy Patter- 
son. He had a large saw mill and shingle mill located at 
Indian Lake. Logs were brought in from the settlement 
of Butman, piled on the west side of the lake and floated 
across to the mill in the Spring after the thaw. Three 
big camps were located at the saw mill and saw dust was 
piled so high you could not see the lake. A young man, 
aged 14, George DeClute, was a knot sawyer, he now is 
78 and living elsewhere. Mr. Decker was township board 
member. He had a son, Fred, who passed away at tre 
age of 18. He was the father of Mrs. Roy Patterson. She 
recalls her grandfather (after closing down the mill) 
raised bees and sold honey by the schuper for 25 cents 
(about six quarts). After leaving Fere Mr. Decker ran a 
restaurant and livery stable in West Branch. 

First child born in Clement Township, as far as we 
can find out, was Mrs. Katherine Winters, daughter of 
Hugh and Octiva Moise Chatlin, August 3rd, 1896, and 
now living at Elk Lake. This interesting story was re- 
lated to me by Mrs. Winters. She says her father’s first 
wife died leaving ine with nine children, one a baby girl 
of three weeks, while he was livinge in’ Canada. A year 
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and a half later he married Miss Octiva Moise, and he 
and his wife and nine children and his brother James 
Chatlin came here and settled on tre farm now known as 
the Mathew Fox farm, with only $3.00 in his pocket. They 
started to build a new house and Mrs. Winters was born 
before it was completely closed in. There were only three 
sides done. Two of the older children took turns in sit- 
ting up each night to keep smudge pot fires burning to 
ward off wild animals and mosquitoes. Every few days 
fresh tree boughs were cut to place at the opening of the 
house to shade it from the sun. Chaplin Road was named 
after her family. Mrs. Winters, at one time, owned a 
good share of resort property on the north part of Elk 
‘Lake. 


Oldest Living Persons - Grandma Harris, wso is 88, 
was widowed three times. Mrs. Cecelia Harris was born 
in 1873 at Merril, Mich., February 16, came here in 1913 
with her son James D. Rutledge (now township clerk). 
At that time she was Mrs. Kirk Schnieder. Mr. Schnieder 
died later and she married George Harris, one of the first 
settlers kere, a prominent township and school board 
member and farmer. While Mr. Schnieder was living, 
they purchased the place where she ard her son have 
homes. The abstract of the land, where James Rutledge 
Sr. now lives, shows it was owned first by Isaac Dennis 
in 1879. He then sold it to Arthur Belville in 1880, and 
he built the house that stands there today. The Carlson 
house was built at about the same time. It has been pass- 
ed down to Charlie Carlson, whose father was Peter Carl- 
son, 


Other Early Settlers - Isaac B. Geesey (deceased), 4 
farmer and township highway commissioner, owned what 
is well known as the Geesey Marsh, famous for huckle- 
berries and good hunting grounds. He kas a road named 
for him. 


Joe Fournier (deceased) owned two farms and the 
first grocery store. Tho store was located near the haril- 
woods on the now Dorothea Bearss farm. He was mar- 
ried to Louise Raymond. 


Frank Stillwagon Sr. was a board member and farm- 
er. He was a great-uncle to Mrs. Joe Boyer, now living at 
Elk Lake. Mike Grover ran one of the first grocery stores 
and saw mills in the township. ; 


The family living in the township the longest period 


and at the present time are the Stucks. William Stuck, 
born August 15, 1887, came with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
James Sutck in 1898, They bought the tarm in 1904 and 
moved there in 1905, where Mr. Stuck now resides. James 
Stuck, father of William Stuck and Florence Lewis, both 
living in Clement, settled his family on the farm where 
Mr. Stuck lives. Mr. and Mrs. Harry Lewis purchased 
their farm from Mr. and Mrs. John Wilcox. 


Jerry Gayette and family are well remembered as a 
farmer and board member. 


Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Mansfield have lived here since 
1908 on the same farm on Cedar Lake Road. Mrs. Mans- 
field (Anna Brown) was born February 15th, 1881, and 
came to Butman with her parents at around 10 years of 
age. Mr. Mansfield was born April 11, 1883 and came 
from Ohio to Roscommon County at the age of 15. 


Mrs. Bertna Durfee, now living in West Branch, 
came to Bourret Township in 1884, at the age of eight, 
which was the year Clement was made a township. She 
was born on January 14, 1876, remembers going to school 
in a house, and attended a school on what is now known 
as Candy Farm. 


Sarah Raymond, twice widowed, was born Aug. 2, 
1888, married Joe Raymond (deceased), Ben Turrow (de- 
ceased), and to Frank Raymond at present time, lived 
in Clement for over years, at Indian Lake mostly. She 
wrote the news for The Gladwin Record for over 40 years. 
She is the sister of Mrs. Durfee. 


Mr. and Mrs. William Bromwell, (both deceased the 
past year), were also old residents here. He was board 
member and resorter. Mrs. Bromwell was also a Ray- 
mond, 


Mrs. Clara Boyer’s mother, Mrs. John Stillwagon, 
was a midwife and helped bring many Clement children 
into the world. Clara’s grandfather gave an acre of 
ground to build the Stillwagon School. 


Harry Stevens and brother Charles, Norris and Deed 
Cummings also were old settlers. 


Marshall Whitfield’s father was an early settler. 
Marshall’s uncle, Mike O’Hanley, was a colorful figure, 
who used to play bagpipes at old time Clement parties. 
Mr. Whitfield now resides in Hockaday. 


GRIM TOWNSHIP 


Narrated by Florence Kinyon Seltz 


In the fall of 1911, my parents returned to Michi- 
gan from Oklahoma. They traveled overlund by covered 
wagon.. We settled in what is now, Grim Township. 
After reaching Midland County we pulled east and 
north going through the towns of Estey and Rhodes. 
Then we traveled by trail to Smith’s Siding, where a 
family by the name of Emerson was living. As Mr. 
Emerson was a railroad man he was away from home 
a large part of the time. Mrs. Emerson cared for a 
large flock of sheep by herding them over the country- 
side, When we left Smith’s Siding we drove over trails 
to the little settlement. of Sugar Town on the Little 
Molasses River. Five families lived there at that time— 
Chases, Folts, Albert Greens, a part Indian by the name 
of Sloat and his two daughters. These families had 
organized a school district. with Mrs. Clark as the 
first teacher. Mrs. Clark and her daughter Inez went 
down on the train from Gladwin on Monday morning 
and stayed until Friday evening each week at the 
Chases. 

Sugar Town was a mecca for the people of Glad- 
win who liked to gather Arbutus. They would go down 
on the Saturday morning train and return to Gladwin 
in the evening. 

My family later settled on’ Section 7 on the Big 
Molasses River, as did the Chas. Heils, Hollenbecks, 
Boyers and the Barrow family. 
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Our groceries and mail came from Highwood which 
was four miles distant. These trips were somewhat 
hazardous at times, as we had to ford the Little Mo- 
lasses and Tittabawassee rivers. When the waters were 
high, this was quite a problem as the team had to be 
allowed to swim quite a distance. We piled the grocer- 
ies on top of the wagon seat to keep them dry. 


My mother began to raise gladiolas ona com- 
mercial basis. soon after 1918. She received much ac- 
claim and many awards for developing hybrid varieties. 
Among some of the hybrids were the Dr. Moody, the 
second of the true lavenders.. the Baby Betty, the 
brilliant Jean Hoxie, a bright orange with darker mark- 
ings, (named for Jean’s lovely hair). During the time 
when my father was still living they cultivated as high 
as eleven acres, but after his death, mother confined 
her efforts to hybridization and only had an acre or 
so of glads. Pauline Archer, (Mrs. John Fisher) was 
her companion and co-worker until my mother’s death. 

My father, George Kinyon. and his brother Charles 
were among the early supervisors of Grim Township. 

A fractional school district was set aside from the 
west section in Grim and the eastern section in Hay 
Township. Jean Raymond Hoxie was the first teacher. 
Schools in this area have all been closed due to an- 
nexation, 
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HAY TOWNSHIP 


flay towns. ip played an important part in the his- 
tory recorded during the lumbering boom along the Tit- 
tabawassee River in the 1800’s and early 1900’s. The Tit- 
tabawassee, said to have carried more logs than any oth- 
er river in the world, flows from the Northwest to the 
Southeast corner of Hay Townszip and is joined by the 
Big Molasses and Little Molasses Rivers, Black Creek, 
Fish Creek and other small tributaries. 

Durirg the 1880’s one of the larger logging opera- 
tions in the area was developed along the banks of the 
Tittabawassee in a settlement called Highwood, so 
named because of the abundance of tall timber grow- 
ing there. Lumbering facilities in the community in 
1899 included the Tubbs Shirgle Mill built by B. W. 
Bedin, operated by Bill Tubbs and his father, and the 
Ed Lueas Saw Mill which opened two years later in 
1901. The mill was later known as the Mcllvyenna and 
Kingsley Saw Mill. 

The Michigan Central Railway routed trains into 
the camp ona spur line primarily for the transport- 
ing of logs, but in 1899 four passenger trains daily 
provided the settlers with passage into Gladwin, known 
at that time as Cedar. 

Completing the logzing facilities were the lumber 

camps which provided room and board for the lumber- 
jacks, 
Like so many other developments in the area the 
lumbering boom was responsible for Highwood’s 
growth. The settlement’s hotel, Highwood House, was 
located on what is known as the Emil Peters farm. Mr. 
and Mrs. George Sprowl built and operated the hotel 
until 1891 when it was sold to Barney Peters and later 
to Emil Peters. Mrs. Emil Peters still lives at the old 
hotel site. 

The community’s first stores were owned and op- 
erated by Harry Bedring and Bill Tubbs, and his father. 

George Sprowl applied for a Post Office in 1888 
received commission and operated it until 1904. 

Mrs. Henry Robbins then served as the Post- 
mistress. It was located on what most people refer to 
as the John Knight farm. 

Community church services were held in Mrs. 
Denzer’s home until 1906 when the Free Methodist 
Church was built. The Reverend George Southwell was 
the first minister to serve the church. 

In 1902 Orpha Barrett began teaching school to 
the children of the settlement in an old store building 
that had been donated by William Hay. Ten pupils 
enrolled in the school whic: was located near the High- 
wood House. The present school building, located on 
Highland road, was opened in 1908. The schools were 
in the Buckeye District until 1910. 

Hay township, which was originally part of 
Buckeye, was one of the last townships in Gladwin 
County to organize. The freeholders who joined to- 
gether to sign petitions for the establishment of the 


township and the building of the first roads included 
Henry Robbins, Emil Peters, Frank Fritz, Walter 
Thompson, S. J. Knight, Earl Currie, Peter Bowers 
and William Hay. The formation of Hay township 
was realized in 1910 with Richard Stephenson serving 
as the first Supervisor and Ben Lyongood, clerk. 

The aftermath of the lumber boom brought farm- 
ing into the community and still later saw the develop- 
ment of resort areas along the river. Probably one of 
the first resort developments was Whitrey Beach own- 
ed and operated by Arthur Whitney, a resident of 
Highwood for about 45 years, who was well known for 
his trapping, hunting and fishing. Other vacation 
spots have sprung up in the community including 
Harrison’s Landing and Wooden Shoe Village. 


An account of early days around Highwood as 
written by A. Sprowl. 

George I. and Ellen Jane Sprowl moved from 
Pinconning to Hawes Bridge, in November 1887 to a 
small hovse north of the bridge on the bank of the 
river, for the purpose of keeping a boarding house 
for the section hands on the railroad. 

In the spring of 1888 he built a new house up on 
the hill close to the railroad known later as the High- 
wood House. That same year he applied for a_ post 
office and had it named Highwood, on account of the 
high surroundings from the river. He received his 
commission as post master that same year. Charles 
A. Robinson was a lumbering jack for the Rust Eaton 
Company of Saginaw, who was operating camps on 
the Molasses river. Sewell Avery, also of Saginaw, 
had a camp about 1% miles south. G. B. Wiggans 
built a. camp in Highwood and was also a lumberjack. 
B. W. Bodin built and operated a shingle mill on the 
bank of the river just south of the bridge, until he 
went West. 

Hawes Bridge was so named on account of a 
man named Hawes who fell from the bridge which 
caused his death. George Sprowl was kicked by a 
horse in August 1898 which caused his death April 
11, 1900. During the illness of Mr. Sprowl,. Mrs. Henry 
Kobbins acted as Post Mistress. Mrs. Sprowl contin- 
ued with the boarding house for a couple of years and 
finally sold out. She married a man, Cooper by name, 
and lived in Lansing until her death March 12, 1920. 

There was also a portab!e saw mill about %. mile 
south of Highwood operated by Ed J. Lucas and his 
brother. 

Wages in those days for section men were $1.15 
per day. Mill hands got $1.25 per day for 10 hours 
work. Lumberjacks were paid from $22.00 to $26.00 
per month. Riverhogs got $2.40 per day. There was 
plenty of traveling on the railroad, men going to and 
from camps and the river, 


SAGE TOWNSHIP 


Sage was the fourth township to break away and or- 
ganize as a congressional township on October 9, 1882, 
description being T19N, R2W. The first meeting was held 
in School District No. 3 on April 2, 1883, with Sydney A. 
Berry, James Riley and Dawson Greer presiding. They 
were to appoint a clerk, open and keep the polls, and ex- 
eicise the same powers as the inspectors of any township 
meeting, under the laws of this state. D. H. Servass was 
the first supervisor and the early township meetings were 
held in the Chappel Dam School until the town hall was 
built in 1906. 

The first circuit court for Gladwin County was heli 
in Sage Township on the McClure farm on June 27, 1876, 
by Circuit Judge Henry Hart. 

Sometime before 1886 Mr. Butman built a dam at 
Smith Creek, this land now known as the Curtis Faler 
farm. 

Chappel Dam, built in 1912, was named after a lum- 


berman by the name of Gene Chappel, and is now owned 
by Consumers Power Company. 

Sage Township has two rivers, the Cedar and the 
Little Sugar, and seven lakes, McGilvery, Peach, Mud, 
Pero, Pratt, Wiggins ard Frost. Three creeks are also 
located in the township—the Smith Creek, Silver Creek 
and McNally Creek. Tree McNally was named after a 
large team of horses—Mike and Nellie. 

The last log drive on the Cedar River in Sage Town- 
ship was in 1907. 

The Gladwin County Farm for the poor was bought 
from David and Alice Foutch September 30, 1883. The 
first home was built in 1884. Two homes were lost by 
fire. The last building has been remodeled and enlarged 
and is now owned by Jerry Techomirovs and Hilda Kar- 
lins, and is known as the Gladwin Nursing Home, 

Riley school was built in 1896 and served as a church 
until 1912. Then the Evangelical United Brethern de- 
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nomination built their first church and the Rev. W. E. 
Willard served as minister. 

Land was leased from William Flemming for the In- 
terdenominational Camp in 1911, and this year will mark 
their fiftieth anniversary. 


Some of the early families were Gideon und Jemima 
Anderson, 1885; Peter and Mary White, September 1%, 
1886; Mr. and Mrs. George Alward, 1887: M{r. and Mrs. 
William Flemming, 1887. 


SHERIDAN TOWNSHIP 


Helah Erway was the first white child (a girl) 
to be born in Midland County, probably during the 
early . 1850’s. . 

Her mother, Juliet Boman, was married to Er- 
way. The baby’s grandfather, Daniel Boman, was one 
of the early settlers in Camp 16, later named Eden- 
ville. ; 

When George W. Boman came up the Tittaba 
wassee River in 1868 the only means of transporta- 
tion, other than the wagon trail from Saginaw to 
Camp Sixteen, was the 8’x24’ scow powered by a “six 
man” pole team. t 

The trip from Saginaw to Camp Sixteen took 
three days. The scow would pull into shore at night, 
tie up and the tired men would flop in their tents on 
the ground for the nigrt. There were teams of horses 
that assisted the pole men to move the scows over 
the fiffles (shallow water), at the old ox-bow. 

George W. Boman started lumbering for “Big 
Charley” Boman when he hit Camp _ Sixteen. Big 
Charley was a son of Daniel Boman and a first cousin 
of George Boman. ‘ 

In 1869 George married Josephine Harris of 
Camp Sixteen who with her father John Harris, and 
family had come up the Tittabawassee in a scow in 
1866. They lived in a log house at the river junction 
of the Tittabawassee and Tobacco; the house still 
stood there until the mid-twenties. 


Prior to coming to Camp Sixteen, John Harris 


had homesteaded 120 acres at Prudenville, -which he 
later sold for $100. Then he went back to Oakland 
County, later returning north to Camp Sixteen where 
his four sons and four daughters started life anew. 

; George Boman cleared and bought three farms 
in Camp Sixteen with most of the clearing being done 
by ox team. They hud eleven sons and daughters. 
George lumbered through Midland and Gladwin 
Counties, was one of the founders of the Bomanville 
Lumber Company located in Sheridan Township, north- 
eastern Gladwin County. 

LaVern Boman was born in this camp in 1907. 
His father was Guy Boman, a son of George W. 
Boman. 

This camp broke up in 1910 and the train pulled 
out in this same year. There was a large lumber saw 
mill at Bomanville, also a shingle mill and a stave 
mill. All lumber was shipped out by train on the Bo- 
manville line. 

The school was located about three-quarters of a 
mile east of Bomanville so the school kids wouldn’t 
be near the mill at recess. 

Travis Boman, a brother of LaVern, 
property and lives in Clement Township. 

Fred Boman, a son of George, lives in Secord 
Township. John Boman lives at Edenville on the first 
farm that George bought from Big Charley. Guy 
Boman lives in Edenville on the property where he 
was born. Eight of the 11 children have passed on. 


still owns 


SHERMAN TOWNSHIP 


Sherman Township is located in the Northwest cor- 
ner of Gladwin County, Town 20 North, Range 2 West. 
Originally Sherman and Butman were one township, it 
took court actions to settle the boundary. Sherman Tow>:- 
ship’s first town meeting was held in’ 1890, and the fotl- 
lowing transactions took place: 

“April 7 - AD 1890, It was voted to raise by taxes, 
the sum of $700. dollars for contingent fund, $500. dol- 
lars for bridge fund, $100. dollars for fund to build town- 
ship hall. It was voted to raise one-half of one percent 
for highway labor tax, and one-half of one percent for 
highway money tax. It was voted to purchase one acre 
of land in the northwest corner of the northwest quarter 
of the soutcwest quarter of Section 18, T20N, R2W, for 
site for township hall (which was never built). It was 
voted to hold the next election in the township hall, which 
was not keld. It was voted that cattle be free roaming 
in the township.—Thomas Foote, Township Clerk.” 

Their first supervisor was Robert Herberson, and the 
following ones came in order: John Murphy, G: E. Sticx- 
ney, George C. Brown, F. A. Burge, William H. Nash 
(who also served as county treasurer), Edwin F. Nash, 
John E. Nash, Robert Arbuckle, Tony Seipke, Esther 
Seipke, George Foote, Eber Wright, L. C. Yoesting and 
Walter Nash. 

Some of the old settlers were the Benmarks, who ran 
a threshing machire and a saw mill. The Ustrnuls also 
ran a saw mill and feed grinder, William Villeneuve who 
built a large store house, and a barn, his son Leo, now 
living there, has a modern dairy with open housing. Fred 
Reithel who operated a Jersey farm, and a country gro- 
cery store and post office for many years. His two sons, 
Edward and William, now operate a modern Jersey dairy 
with open housing. Gottleib Wegner is another first set- 
tler and his son Ted now manages the farm. Some otner 
first settlers are Peter Tressler, the Cassidays, Arbuckles, 
Nash brothers, and Mr. and Mrs. George Schmidt. They 
worked at lumbering and as the lumber camps closed, the 
people turned to farming, cuttle iaising and dairying. 
Quite a number now are parttime farmers and parttime 
factory workers, ‘ 


In the early years the townsiip had four schools, 
Sherman 1, 2, 3 and 4, and Butman Frl. No. 1. Sherman 
No. 4 closed when the State took sections 3, 4, DOr ly Oe a 
and 10 for a game refuge, and bought out homesteaders. 
When School No. 4 closed the children had to walk four 
miles to Sherman No. 1. At present the schools are con- 
solidated with Gladwin Rural Agricultural School and 
Harrison Community School. J. W. Tolly was the last 
teacher of School No. 4. 


There are five churches in Sherman township—the 
Latter Day Saints, Free Methodist, Round Lake Baptist, 
Zion Lutheran and Skeels Baptist. They are all quite 
prosperous, and have remodeled or contemplated build- 
ing or remodeling. 

In the early days travel was with oxen, then horses 
and wagon and buggy. Peter Tressler and Grandpa Cof- 
fel both had oxen. Then later the cars came, and with 
the cars came tourists. Meredith, Island Lake and Grass 
Lake have become: main attractions for tourists. Our val- 
uation has gone from $80,210 to $644,528 in 1961. There 
were 10 registered voters in 1890, and in 1961, 224 reg- 
istered voters. For a number of years elections were 
held in houses. They paid John Netzloff $5.00 for each 
election for a number of years for the use of his house. 


In 1902 there- was a post office started at what is 
known as Oberlin, located six miles north and one mile 
west of Gladwin. A Baptist minister named it after one 
of his-minister friends. Fred Reithel Sr. operated a store 
there with the post office for 45 years. At present there 
is no store or post office. The mail is all delivered from 
Gladwin by rural routes. The first mail carrier had no 
road to travel, just a trail through the woods. John Kirke 
was the first mailman. 

George and Lillian Schmidt decided in the early 1900 
to come to Gladwin County to make their home. So they 
made a covered wagon, and with their three small chil- 
dren left southern Michigan to make their home in Glad- 
win County, on tee place known now as the Adolph Ren- 
as farm. 
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Tobacco Township, which was a part of Billings 
Township, was organized in 1884. It was named after 
the river, Assa-Mo-Quoi-Sopi, the Indian name for 
Tobacco Worran. This river and the Tittabawassee 
river which eross the township are the two principal 
rivers in Gladwin County. 

In 1860 the first road was built through Gladwin 
County and known as the, “Midland Traverse City 
}Wagon Road.” It entered Tobacco Township one mile 
jnorth of Edenville, across the townshhip to the north- 
east corner of section four of Buckeye Township. 

The first settlers found the township a_ dense 
forest of pine and hemlock along with hardwood and 
cedar. 

At the time of the final government 
1852 a few tracts of white pine had been 
from the state but lumbering did not get 
until the early 1860’s. 

According to ovr knowledge James G. Dow and 
wife Julia were the first to establish residence in the 
township. Mr. Dow was a native of Countytown, Ire- 
land. He married Julia Harris in 1870 at the Oxford 
i Hotel in Edenville and settled on what is now north- 
| west corner of section ten of the township. Their place 
became known as Dow’s halfway and a stopping place 
| between Gladwin and Edenville. Mr. Dow was the first 
| supervisor of his township, he died in 1880 and on 
) February 28, 1885, Mrs. Dow married John Knox. 

George Freeman from Buffalo, New York, was 
} the county’s first surveyor. George Doan, John Knox, 
j and his son Valley Knox, were also surveyors. Since 
| his death, Gordon Dundas has served as surveyor. 


survey in 
purchased 
under way 


The first township meeting was held in 1884; of- 
| ficers elected were supervisor Jonathon Voorhees; clerk, 
Wellington Hunter; treasurer, David Hunter; road 
commissioner, Adam M. Miller; school inspector, Lu- 
| cious Ozman; justices of peace, Wilson Young, Moses 
| Wagoner, Lucious Ozman, David Scott and Leondar 
| Hawley. 

The township cemetery which is located in town 
17, range one west, was purchased from C. C. Foutch, 
July 11, 1887 for $75.00. David Scott was hired as the 
first sexton of the cemetery on April 18, 1889. John 
Gills was the first person buried in the cemetery. 

The township appropriated $200.00 at the April 
6, 1896 township meeting to build the first township 
hall which still stands and is known as the Tobacco 
Township Hall, or Dale Hall. 

The first road plat of the township was surveyed 
by J. J. Dow, November 23, 1899. 

Mrs. Emily Oliver was the first school teacher in 
that township in the small log structured building on 
the northwest corner of section 15. This land is now 
owned by Roger MeMahon, formerly owned by Elmer 
Shock, 

In 1900 a new school house was built on the north- 
east corner of ‘section 9 on the Dow homestead and 
opened in September of 1901 with Olive Miller as 
the teacher. Later it was divided into two rooms and 
two teachers hired. 

Early settlers 
Charley Gribbon, 
Hughes, John Maier, 
ville, George Steel, George Sargent, 


of this area were James G. Dow, 
Enos Crowell, Enoch Glidden, Joe 
Joseph Weinholdt, Oliver Sco- 
Carey Bradley, 


DALE METHODIST CHURCH 


Records fail to show just when the First Metho- 
dist Church was organized in Tobacco Township but 
it appears there was a minister coming here as early 
as 1892. The first minister mentioned in the records 
was C. H. Palmatier. 


The 
still standing 
vacune but was 


first schoolhouse was built in 1892 and _ is 
just west of the town hall—it is now 
uscd many years as a grocery store, 


TOBACCO TOWNSHIP 


Ruben Molter, James Burkett, Archie Van Dyke, 
Jack Oliver. 

As the township became more settled a school was 
built on the Bowl’s property «and called Dale or Dis- 
trict No. 1. The first settlers in this area were the 
families of David Hunter, William Flock, Archie 
Bowls, Adam Miller, David Scott, Lew Ozman, Ezra 
Fairchilds, Danial Fairchilds, Robert McKibbon, Pap 
Young, Francis Coolidge, John Gillis, William Snyder, 
Andrew Snyder, Sammie Scott, Frank Dumont, Ed 
Scoby, Moses Wagoner, Peter Cole and Isaac Small- 
wood. 

The Hunter district No. 8, was named after David 
Hunter who came to Edenville in 1876 and settled in 
Tobacco Townshhip in 1879. Early settlers were 
Thomas Snyder, Eugene Shepherd, George Boman, 
Clark Boman, Billy Wilson, John Beemish, Art Mc- 
Lean, Joe Prim, Lorenzo Myers, Dick Coolidge, Elmer 
Coolidge, George Kennedy, Seth Secor, Fred Service, 
Morris Secor, S. W. Secor and Sylvster Earway. 


and 


The fourth settlement to be established was cen- | 
tered around school district No. 3 and known as the 
Dundas school. It was organized in 1897 and located 
on the northeast corner of section 23, and the first 
teacher was Mrs. Gertrude Reymore. Among the early 


settlers were David Reymore, Abraham Reymore, 
George Tremaine, Manley Cottrell, William Ottgen, 
Charles Warren, Gilbert Coswell, Nelson French, 


Henry Quillette, Melvin Seward, Garnett Crumpacker, 
Clay Arence, Frank Soper, William Wilder, Robert 
Hoffman, Charles Neuman, Thomas Levely, Grant On- 
weller, William Noble, William Bergman, John C. 
Swanton, Herb Spencer, and James Dundas for whom 
the school was named, 

West Dale School, the last of the five districts, 
included the following settlers; Anthony Euper, U. S. 
Grant, Bill Provost, Bill Burgess, William Long, 
Robert Blades, John Russell, Burt Raymond, Roland’ 
Hartgrove, and Ira Guernsey. 

The early settlers crossed the Tobacco River on 
a swinging bridge in the Hunter area and from Knox 
to Dale districts. 

Soon the township appropriated $10,000 to con- 
struct the Hunter and Dale bridges. In 1914 the Dale 
bridge collapsed while being reinforced; Doctor Barber, 
the Beaverton doctor, was crossing when it collapsed, 
It was rebuilt and still stands. 


After the logging days and modern science ad- 
vances the Wolverine Power Company bought the 
water rights along the rivers and built two large 
dams, one across the Tittabawassee and one across 
the Tobacco to run the power plant which furnished 
the electricity. to the surrounding cities and rural 
areas. This introduced the township to another change, 
it now became resort and fishermen’s paradise instead 
of the scene of the Dale, Long, Glidden, Ross, Wine- 
gars, and Turner lumber camps, and the Osmonds, 
Burns, Blades, Wagner, French, and Ottgen mills. 

Mrs. Liza Dow Dundas was the first white child 
born in the township. Garfield Freeman igs the oldest 
person living who was born in the township. 

The schools have all consolidated with the Beaver- 
ton Rural Schools. . 


Church was held in this building until the township 
hall was built in 1895. After that time it would seem 
there was a regular minnster who served Beaverton, 
Dale and Grout. 


A Ladies Aid Society was organized in 1895 and 
a church building was talked of. With hard work and 
good management the corner stone was laid in 1912 
and the church doors were opened about 1914. Many 
imprvements have been made since, until at the 
present time we havea lovely little church on Randall 
Road across from the cemetery. 
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SACRED HEART PARISH 


Prior to Oct. 5, 1881, missionary priests traveled 
through the Gladwin area og Michigan, perhaps once 
every six months or so, saying Mass in private homes, 
hearing confessions, giving instruction, and baptizing 


children and those prepared for baptism. Gladwin, 
therefore, was strictly missionary territory at that 
time. 


On Oct. 5, 1881, Rev. James Byrne was appointed 
resident pastor at Midland for Midland, Gladwin and 
part of Gratiot counties. There were no church or 
parish buildings at that time. Father Byrne came to 
Gladwin about once every three months on a week 
day and would say Mass at one of the private homes 
and stay at the home of John Shaffer. Sometimes he 
would travel eight or ten miles into the country 
around Gladwin and say Mass in some rural area. 

We must remember that in those early days it 
was not just a matter of saying Mass in Gladwin or a 
nearby rural area, but was also the work of hearing 
confessions, visiting the sick, taking care of mar- 
riages, instructing and baptizing. In most cases, lay 
people were appointed to give instruction until the 
priest came again. 

In 1888, Sacred Heart, Gladwin, became a mission 
of Pinconning. Father Schrems, then at Pinconning, 
came to Gladwin and continued in much the same 
manner as Father Byrne. In 1891, Rev. Charles De- 
quoy replaced Father Schrems. Although his stay was 
short, from 1891 to 1892, during that time he said 
Mass in McClary’s Hall in Gladwin as the mission was 
growing and more _ people could attend there. Mass 
Was now said on the Third Sunday of every month. 
This arrangement soon became undesirable as the hall 
was used for public entertainment on Saturday 
nights. In 1892, Rev. Edward LaFebvre_ replaced 
Father Dequoy and one Sunday found the hall quite 
unfit for services. Everyone realized the problem be- 
fore them and were very much in accord as to what 
to do about it. 

Parish pledges were decided upon to raise money 
for a church. Everyone pledged as much as they could 
and the parish became very active, having socials and 
everything possible to gather money for the church. 
In a few months they felt they had acquired enough 
money to start building the first Catholic Church in 
Gladwin. The men began to haul gravel, stones and 
lumber for the building. The church was completed in 
1893. The size of the church at that time was 88 feet 
by 60 feet with 20 feet to the eaves. 

Father Edward Racette succeeded Father Le- 
Febvre in 1905 and continued with the mission church 
here until 1908. Those must have been fruitful years 
because on July 11, 1908 the Sacred Heart mission at 
Gladwin was made a parish, with Coleman and Har- 
rison as missions. Mass was now said on the first, 
second and fourth Sundays in Gladwin, the third Sun- 
day at Coleman, and the fifth Sunday at Harrison: 

The first pastor of the new parish at Gladwin 
was the Rev. Wendell M. Miller, without doubt one 
of the most untiring and zealous priests ever in this 
area. In a few words it is impossible for us to ex- 
press the tremendous work and outstanding character 
of this great priest. He came into this community 
where Catholicity was little known, and first of all 
made himself a friend of everyone. On_ outstanding 
civic occasions he was always asked to be the main 
speaker. Not only the Catholic people here, but in 
many cases non-Catholics as well, helped him in his 
extensive work during 11 years in Gladwin. He stayed 
at the home of John Shaffer until the house across 
the street from the present school was prepared for 
him. This house was only rented and he immediately 
began to save and plan for a new rectory. In 1911 he 


built the first and present rectory which is a_ ten 
room, two story, brick veneer building, 35 feet by 60 
feet. 


A few years after this, Father Miller began to 
plan and gather material for a school. To achieve this 
he realized that his parish could not pay for the full 
cost, and therefore conceived) the idea of building it 
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out of field stones which could be gathered from the 
farm people. (t, is suid that Father Miller went out 
to the farms himself and selected every stone in this 
school. Some of the stones came from as far as 20 
miles away, and in those days they had to be brought 
in by horse and wagon. The school was built in 1917 
and 1918. Not only the stone but nearly all the lumber 
for the school was donated by the people of the par- 
ish, and likewise, nearly all of the labor. When the 
building was completed, everything was free of debt. 
The school is a rustic stone building, with a. full base- 
ment, two classrooms on the first floor and two on 
the second floor, the building being 44 feet by 66 
feet and 40 feet to the eaves. The school was opened 
for the first of school in September of 1918, with four 
Sisters teaching the first eight grades. A grade was 
added for two years, making ten grades and five 
Sisters teaching in 1920. Because of the wide area 
which the parish covers, nearly a whole county, the 
children from the more distant homes came and 
boarded at the school. 

The great career of Father Miller came to a sud- 
den end on Sept. 24, 1919, when he passed away at the 
age of only 42. For us to realize the greatness of his 
life as a priest, how well he was loved and respected, 
not only by his own people but also by the people of 
the town, we will quote directly from the Gladwin 
paper at that time 

“In Memoriam—The City of Gladwin mourns the 
loss of Rev. Wendell M. Miller, who was loved and 
revered by all the people of the community. His 
death took place in this city, .Wednesday, September 
24, 1919, and the last sad rites will be held from the 
Church of the Sacred Heart in this city Friday, Sep- 
tember 26, 1919, at 9 o‘clock.a. m. ‘It is fitting that 
his friends and neighbors shovld pay respect to his 
memory. I, therefore, do request that all business 
houses and public offices within the city be closed 
1.0m 9 unti: 10:30 a. m. of that day, while the citizens 
of Gladwin bow with respect at the bier of one with 
whom they have been associated for so many years.— 
wugene boster, Mayor’. 5 

Following the death of Father Miller, Rev. 
Charies VanColen was appointed pastor here and re- 
mained until April 1931. In April 1931, Rev. Lirus 
Schrems was appointed pastor and remained until 
March 1933. 

In June, 1932, the school was closed and remained 
closed until 1952. The school was closed during the 
depression years as it was felt that the parish was 
not able to support a school. 

During ‘Father Schrems' stay he started to say 
Mass at the town hall at Houghton Lake. Rev. Albert 
Baumann was appointed pastor in March 1933 and 
remained: until December 1937. During Father Bau- 
mann’s stay, he started the building fund at Houghton 
Lake and spent a great deal of time developing that 
mission which was very soon established as Our Lady 
of the Lake at Prudenville. In December 1937, Rev. 
Edwin kirchhoff was appointed pastor, and remained 
until December 1940. Father Kirchhoff found the 
church too small to accomodate all the people, and had 
an extension built on the rear of the church, 20 feet 
deep and 34 feet wide, which became the new  sanc- 
tuary and sacristy. This entire extension was donated 
by Judge John C. Shaffer. 


Rey. Kyran E. McGinn was appointed pastor in 
December 1940 and remained until February 1949. 
During his time here he installed a new hot air fur- 
nace in the church and purchased a new Wurlitzer 
organ. In February 1949, Rev. Michael Wolf became 
the new pastor and remained until September 12, 
1951. During his stay he installed three new altars in 
the church, completely repaired and_ redecorated 
inside and out, and made plans for the possible re- 
opening of the school. 

On September 12, 1951, Rev. George Artman, the 
present pastor, was appointed and immediately set 
about renovating the school, including a whole new in- 


terior, new heating system, and school equipment. 
The Bernadine Sisters of Reading, Penn., came to 
(each when the school reopened in) September 1962, 
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with an enrollment of 74. Since that time, Father 
Artman has added another classroom in the basement, 
and installed a modern fire escape system. In 1952 
under the direction of Father Artman, a convent 
was built for the Sisters just behind the school. En- 
rollment in the school is now 154, with three teaching 
Sisters, a music teacher, and a lay teacher. 
| This summer of 1961, the year of the Gladwin 
County First Settler Centennial, construction has 
started on a new church on the same site as the old 
~church, in order to accomodate the growing parish 
the tourists who fill the church to overflowing 
, every Sunday. 


ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCII 


St. Paul’s Episcopal Chvreh was formed in 19038 
and held services in a small frame building on the 
corner of South Bowery and Cedar Avenue. In 1904 it 
was moved to the second floor of D. Mills Grocery 
Store, now the Cone Shoe Store. The first Priest was 
Dr. Sayers. Reby Dawe was baptised while service was 
held in this building. 

The present church was built in 1906. Ollie Wagar 
was the organist and some of the choir were Ella 
Moore, William Dawe, Mr. and Mrs. Milford Ruymond 
and Floyd Armstrong. 

Some of the early Guild members were Mrs. J. 
Miller, Lee, Croskery. Scrafford, Moore, Dawe, Stock, 
Smith, Foster, and Kirk. 

Iva Kirk was confirmed in 1911. First wedding on 
record was 1915 Clark Scrafford and Irene Miller. 

The candle holders were in memory of Dr. John 
Henry Ninmo by Dr. and Mrs. Boulton. The candelabrum 
was in memory of Dr. and Mrs. Boulton by Tom Borl- 
ton. The Processene Cross was given by Dr. Coulter. 
The Silver Bread Box was in memory of Barbara Ellen 
Harbough Kirk by her daughter Iva Kirk. The Prayer 
Books in memory of William Dawe by Mrs. William 
Dawe. The Pulpit in memory of F. E. Myers by Mrs. 


donated by Dr. and Mrs. Boulton. The Font and Hymnal 
Board was made by Arthur Payne from the Church 


present Rev. Saulsbury. 


SKEELS BAPTIST CHURCH 


In 1892 a Baptist minister named Isaac Small- 
wood, a Civil war veteran, came to Skeels and organ- 
ized a Baptist Sunday School in the log school house 
located a half mile east of Skeels on an old log road. 
Skeels at that time was a thriving lumber community 
which grew out of Meredith. There were several lum- 
ber camps near Skeels. The congregation was mostly 
made up of the families connected with the lumbering 
trade. John Nash, the oldest living member of the 
chvrch today, operated a saw mill for number of 
years at Skeels. In 1895 the first church at Skeels was 
erected. It was located on the corner of a farm owned 
by Simon Skeels one of the first settlers of Skeels. 
Mr. Skeels deeded a piece of property for one dollar 
to the church for its new building. A frame structure 
was erected which continued’ until 1914 when the 
church was rebuilt by James Tolly. This building was 
made of native stone and continues in vse until this 
day. In 1926 the parsonage was built just to the west 
of the church by Ezra Hill. Due to the slow but sub- 
stantial growth over the years, two additions have 
been added to the old building, one to the north by 
Clare Olin, another to the west by Alfred Anderson, 
so that the present bvilding will accomodate from 
250 to 300 people. An order of the pastors 
church since its organization is as follows; 

Rev, Smallwood, Rey. Gilmore, Rev. James Tolly, 
Rev, A. N. Fields, Rev, Ezra Hill, Rev. Frank Collins, 


F. E. Myers. The Altar was made by Arthur Payne and - 


Organ. 
Some of the Priests were Rev. Sayers, Ninmo, . 
German. Wilson, Frye, Shaw, Rood, Elliott and the 


of the. 
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Rev. Arthur Holsema, Rev. Leslie Gross, Rev. Clare 
Olin, Rev. Barney Dawson, Rev. Alfred Anderson, and 
Rev. Carl Briggs, the present pastor, who moved in, 
1952. 


The church is in fellowship with the General 
Association of Regular Baptist Churches, a fellow- 
ship of approximately 1000 Bible believing Buaptist 
churches. 


The church has been a lighthouse on the corner 
of Skeels for many years and has done a great work 
for God. At one time many years ago, over -100 people 
were baptized on a Sunday afternoon in Island Lake. 
In 1958, the old part was completely redone on the 
inside at a cost of $4,000 and finished with natural 
birch, which makes a very attractive interior. We 
wish to extend an invitation to the people of the com- 
munity to attend the services at the church. 


FREE METHODIST CHURCH 


The Gladwin Free Methodist Church was first 
begun under the labours of Rev, Byron Vourheis,. who 
was appointed in the year 1892. The first place of wor- 
ship was located near the depot, but in 1899, with Rev. 
William Rumley as pastor, another place of worship 
was secured. Not long after a fire swept through the 
city destroying all the business portion of the city, 
including the new place of worship. Rev. W. J. Cross 
was pastor in 1922, when an annex was added. This 
presently, with a fellowship hall, built during the pas- 
torate of Rev. F. E. Voller, serve the congregation 
adequately. A building fund is now being raised for 
further expansion in the not too distant future, 


BEAVERTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


The First Presbyterian Church of Beaverton origin- 
ated October 22, 1896. 

The land on which the church stands was given by 
Ronald and Donald Ross and the deed was dated June 
22, 1892. The church was built in 1893 and so far as we 
have learned, dedicated either in 1893 or 1894. 

The first minister was Rev. Edwin H. Bradfield, 
who was pastor of both Gladwin and Beaverton church- 
es. The Presbyterian Church that was in Gladwin is 
now the Masonic Temple. 

The church was incorporated July 1895. The first 
Board of Trustees were: Donald G. Ross, Samuel Ers- 
kine. James Palmer, John Frasier, and Ronald Ross. 

The first Elders were: James Palmer and. Benja- 
min Warren. : 

During the summer of 1914 the church was sup- 
plied by a young , man, a Mr. Thompson, from A'w 
College. Mr. Thompson, who had recently married, 
had spent his honeymoon visiting Scotland and making a 
tour of the Holy Lands. He brought back a bottle of 
water from the river Jordan and on. Children’s Day in 
June 1914, Rev. Bradfield, who was the first pastor, 
was here and baptized several children of which were 
Marion Ross Paulus, Lorraine Budge McVey and 
Dorothy Kehoe Rhvul. 

The present pastor is the Rev. Aaron D. Hyde. 


LYLE CHURCH 


At the time when more settlers, chiefly from the 
states of Ohio, Indiana and various parts of Michigan, 
moved into this new and undeveloped country about 
Lyle, an interest was manifested regarding religious 
instruction and service. 

Thereupon a Sunday School was organized on the 
second Sunday in May, 1914 under the chairmanship 
of Ray Hart. The officers. elected were: A.C.P. Evans, 
superintendent; Ernest Phipps, assistant superinten- 
dent; Edna Evans,  seeretary; and William Grant, 
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treasurer. Mr. Evans held the office of superintendent 
for five consecutive years, then L. B. Lewis succeeded 
him and held the office until 1922. 

Upon invitation the Rev. Franks of Zanesfield, 
Ohio, of the Friends’ Church, held a suecessful revival 
meeting the latter part of June, 1914. The following 
September an organization was affected by the 
Friends by Rey. Howard Moore of Ypsilanti, assisted 
by the Reverends .Franks and Short. The number of 
persons uniting together were between forty and fifty. 
This organization, however, was not in position to 
support a resident pastor and the Friends’ Church had 
no other appointment close enough with which it was 
practical to combine the Lyle Society. It was difficult, 


if not impossible, for that denomination to supply 
regular service. 
After this for a time the Rev. Franpton gave a 


service every two weeks. The Rev. John Killian had 
charge during the following winter and spring of 
1915-1916. The Rev. Morningstar of Coleman and the 
Rev. Sumner Young of Gladwin, both of the Evangel- 
ical Church, held occasional services. In the autumn of 
1916, the Rev. A. J. Hettler of Gladwin took up the 
appointment at Lyle with the consent of the Friends 
who had labored here previously. The transition, how- 
ever, was not rapid for when evangelical class was 
organized in March, 1917, there were only six charter 
members, namely; Mr. and Mrs. Jospeh Jewel, Mr. 
and Mrs. Pharaok Dunbar, and Mr. and Mrs. Leonard 
B. Lewis. Joseph Jewel was elected class leader. 


The Rev. Hettler served Lyle regularly until the 
spring of 1921, when the Rev. D. J. Clement succeeded 
him. Rev. Hettler had too many other appointments 
to be able to preach at Lyle regularly more than once 
in two weeks. On account of the work being divided, 
Rev. Clement was unable to serve every week. The 
Rev. Clement, not being inclined to hold his appoint- 
ment for the full conference year, resigned in October, 
1921 and L.* V. Soldan, a local supernumerary, took 
charge of the Lyle class till the Michigan annual con- 
ference appointed a successor, The Rev. F. L. Burkey 
is the present pastor. 

In 1889 an Evangelical church was built at Verona, 
Huron County, Michigan. A prosperous. society was 
sustained there for many years. But, chiefly on ac- 
count of many removals of the members and support- 
ers of that society, and other people moving into that 
neighborhood being altogether of a different type, the 
church in 1920 became defunct. At the Michigan an- 
nual conference a committee was appointed and au- 
thorized to dispose of the property. 


The Lyle society, having learned of this, saw in 
it an opportunity, and on July 138, 1920 a meeting 
was held in the school house, with Rev. Hettler  pre- 
siding as chairman. By resolution a formal request 
was made to the conference committee to donate said 
‘church building to the Lyle class. Knowing in ad- 
vance that the request would be granted, L. B. Lewis, 
J. Jewel, and A.C.P. Evans were appointed as building 
committee. The site for the church was decided upon. 
L. V. Soldan, L. B. Lewis and J. Jewel were elected 
trustees, who are also the present incumbents. The lot 
was donated by R. Ross of Beaverton. 

__In July 1921, the pastor, the building committee, 
with other willing hands went to Verona, took down 
the church and shipped the material and furniture (by 
rail) to Lyle, where it is being rebuilt, largely by labor 
donated under the skilled directon of Mr. A. Bruckner. 

The class at present consists of about 35 mem- 
bers. The enrollment in the Sunday School is about 
75. An active and efficient Ladies’ Aid Society has 
25 members. 

Present offcial members, holding quarterly con- 
ference relations, but not mntioned above are: 

Earl Davis, Class Leader; L. V. Soldan, Exhorter; 
L. B. Lewis, Steward; A. L. Smith, S. S. Superinten- 
dent; Mrs. L. B. Lewis, President of L. A. S.. 


Date of laying this cornerstone, August 20, 1922. 
—L. V. Soldun, Scribe. 

The AA Sel historical sketch of the Lyle 
Society is taken verbatim (from the original  manu- 
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script prepared by the late L. V. Soldan. So continue 
the history: 

The following 
put on the Coleman 
following pastors: 

. H. Simpson, 
Rex Lahr, 1928-1931; 


year (1923) -the Lyle church was 
circuit, and was’ served by the 


1923-926" aw: 


A. Shelley 1927; 
BE. LL. Marsh, : 


1982-1933;, “C.2B 


Wilson, 1934-1939; Bernard Hearl, 1940-1945. 
During these years the church passed’ through 
alternating conditions. Most of the original members 


moved away. Before the church was ten years old the 
membership had dropped so that it included only 
the Evans and Soldan families and Mrs. Blanche 
Holycross. There were years when the services were 
suspended during the winter months. 

However, the church had its “ups” as well as its 
“downs”. New people moved in (and out again) and 
they helped the church, and the church had a place 
in their lives. 

The minister succeeding Rev. Hearl 
“low” period and although he was invited 
urged to serve the Lyle church, apparently he 
not deem it worthwhile. 

In 1947 through the efforts of Eldon Witkovsky, 
who with his family had moved into the neigborood, 
the church was revived. Rev. Arthur Whisler was se- 
cured as pastor of the Lyle Community church and he 
faithfully and unstintedly served an appreciative, if 
small, congregation for nine years. 


came at a 
and even 
did 


However, church attendance was reduced to half a 
dozen families, and due to modern. transportation, 
there was little hope of expansion. Services were dis- 
continued in 1956, and in 1959, at a cooperative 
Thanksgiving dinner at the Ralph Neal home, the 
church was officially closed by vote of the people who 
had been active in the Lyle congregation, but had 
found a church home elsewhere. 

The Sunday School superintendents over the years 
included L. B. Lewis, L. V. Soldan, A. L. Smith, A. C. 
P. Evans, Cecile Clark Burr, Beth Wade, Jarold Phil- 
lips, Henry Patteen, Eldon Witkovsky, and Morris 
Evans, 

A. G. P. Evans was teacher of the young people’s 
class for 40 years. Mrs. Evans always taught a class— 
the adult class, juniors, but nearly always the primary 
class. The children loved to be in Mrs. Evans’ class. 
The adult class was taught for years by L. V. Soldan. 
When he became physically unable to continue, the 
class was taken over by Eldon Witkovsky and Burley 
Sheets. ’ ; 
It is an interesting fact that the Lyle Ladies’ 
Club Society has survived through all the years. Even 


now it is functioning as a community organization. 
Also—usually at Christmas time— the former Lyle 


congregation enjoys “family night,” and during the 
summer it sponsors a community picnic. 

Although it was with deep regret that the ser- 
vices were discontinued and the church closed, one 
feels that the Lyle church has served a mission and 
that its existence has not been in vain. It has minis- 
tered to people who would have had no opportunity to 
go elsewhere, and it has been a blessing in the com- 
munity—Emma C. Soldan. 


FIRST METHODIST CHURCH OF GLADWIN 
January 5, 1883 


Recognizing the necessity of the chureh at this 
place, and deeming that some one should make a start 
in the matter, a few weeks since, Mr. W. H. H. Brown 
started a paper for the purpose of agitating the matter; 
and he has met with very gratifying suecess, having 
secured subscriptions amounting to upwards of $400 
besides numerovs romises from persons who do not 
wish to subscribe, but will give in case the enterprise 
is commenced, and all the subscribers gave assurances 
that their subscriptions would be incrensed if neces- 
gary. It is proposed in the subscription list to designate 
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the church an M. E. Church bvt that it shall be open 
for use of all Christian denominations. It seems to us 
that the matter has gone so far that with organized 
effort a creditable church building could be erected at 
this place, and all cannot help but agree that such a 
struetvre would be of great value in the growth and de- 
velopment of the village and surrounding country. 


January 19, 1883. 


the benefit of Rev. N. W. 
court house tonight. Mr. 
Gladwin County next 
Rey. Mr. Younglove of 


to fill the appointment 


A social donation for 
Perkins will be held at the 
Perkins contemplates leaving 
week and return to Harrison. 
Sanford has been instrveted 
here. 


March 16, 1883 


Rev. Younglove has been at Saginaw and Bay City 
in the interest of the new church proposed to be built 
here, and has received very liberal encouragement from 
non-resident land owners, having secured pledges of 
about $500, and there being still some to hear from. 
Now, if people here will show a small amount of inter- 
est in the enterprise, it can be pushed forward success- 
fully and we can have something to which we can point 
with pride, 


May 11, 1883 
Laying the Corner Stone 
The First Church in Gladwin County 


The laying of the corner stone of the new M. E. 
Church at Cedar took place on Wednesday last, as 
previously announced; there being present at the cere- 
monies Presiding Elder J. A. Sprague of this district, 
Rev. W.-N. Hallenbeck of Reed City, Rev. G. L. Haight, 
and Rev. W. H. Younglove, pastor in charge. The 
people of Cedar had the privilege of listening to three 
excellent sermons during the occasion. Rev. Haight 
preached at the court house Tuesday evening, and on 
Wednesday afternoon Rev. Hallenbeck delivered the 
sermon previous to the ceremonies of laying the corner- 
stone. A large representation from surrounding country 
was present Wednesday afternoon, and after the ser- 
mon $5 and $1 pledges to the amount of $116 were 
given besides what had been previously subscribed to 
the erection of the church, amounting to upwards of 
$1100, making a good showing toward the building 
which is to cost from $1500 to $1700, of which $250 will 
come from the general church extension fund. It is 
intended. to have the building ready for dedication in 
August, and work will be pushed as rapidly as possible. 

Following is a list of articles deposited in the cor- 


nerstone: 
1 Bible, Mrs. Edith Foster; 1 Discipline of M. E. 
6 copies of Gladwin Rec- 


Church, Mr. W. N. Younglove; 
ord, Mr. E. Foster; 1 copy of Gladwin Register, Mr. E. 
Foster (first paper printed in the county by E. Foster); 
1 copy of Michigan Conference minutes, Mr. J. A. 
Sprague; 1 North Western Christian Advocate; 1 New 
York Christian Advocate; 1 Michigan Christian Advo- 
cate; Photograph of Pastor in charge; Photograph of 
W. T: Johnson; Visiting card, Miss M. E. Foutch; A 5 
cent nickel of 1883. Mrs. W. W. Steele; A 5 cent coin, 
Miss W. W. Steele; Abstract of Title, Mr. W. W. Steele; 
List of County Officers; List of members of M. E. class 
of Cedar; History of charter organization and growth, 
with services of laying of the cornerstone, May 9, 1883. 
The cornerstone is inscribed on the side facing the 
front with the words “First M. E. Church of Cedar” 
and on the other side with “First Church Erected in 
Gladwin County, May 9, 1883”. 


December 19, 1884 


The M. E. Church is at length so far completed 
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that open services will be held in it next Sunday. The 
committee have labored under muny discouragements 
Mas disadvantages in the enterprise, but the building 
has been placed in its present condition with. only a rea- 
sonable indebtness which we trust will be promptly liq- 
uidated by those interested in the growth of the com- 
munity. 


December 26, 1884 


The building of the church has been delayed by 
the stringent times which have prevented its comple- 
tion until the present time. The building committee 
have estimated that when fully completed, the cost of 
the 30 ft. by 50 ft. church, including seats, furniture 
and bell, will cost upwards of $2,000.00. The furniture 
and bell, costing $325, is to be paid for by the ‘Ladies’ 
Aid Society within three years. 

The Presiding Elder congratulated the people of 
Gladwin on having built so neat and convenient a house 
of worship, which has been built cheaply in preportion 
to other churches in the district. The building is an 
ornament to the town, and certainly a great improve- 
ment. The present pastor, Rev. R. J. Floody is entitled 
to much credit for the manner in which he has for- 
warded the completion of the work under such adverse 
circumstances. 

The following is a list of the names of those who 
assisted financially in the worthy enterprise: 


Eugene Foster, Isaac Foster, Jonathan Brown, 
Joseph Vanest, Daniel Borden, Mr. and Mrs. T. W. 
Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. W. B. Chapple, Mr. and Mrs. 


N. W. Brown, M. E. Foutch, J. M, Shaffer, E. C. Diffen, 
F. L. Prindle, P. H. Moore, Dr. Suylandt, Mrs. W. H. 
Kelley, Lee Muma. C. B. Felix, C. W. Knight, S. S. 
Townsend, N. Wagner, Micheal Moore, Dan Hopper, - 
Nannie J. Kelley, William Ferrend. Willis Davis, C. A 
Smith, William Wright, A. Coplinsky, W. H. Brown. 
Foster Judd, W. W. Steele. Mrs. E. L. Foster, Edith 
Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Burkitt, Allan W. Whit- 
man, Bessie Townsend. E. G. Wilder, Vinnie. Hainer, 
Mabel Foutch, Mr. Wheeler. 


Woman’s Society of Christian Service 


In November of 1940, the first meeting of the Wo- 
man’s Society of Christian Service was held. Fifty-six 
members’ signed the Charter. Our first President was 
Helen Carvey and our first pledge made to the District 
was $60.00. 


Some Firsts In The Church 


The first organ was given by C. C. Foutch, 
29. 1881, and the organist was his daughter 
Foutch Struble, who lives at 700 Adelaid St., 
Michigan. 

Male Quartet of 1925 included William Bollert 
William Wolverton, C. J. Barnum and J. E. Capling. 
Later Ervin Clendenning took the place of Mr. Barnum. 

Ladies Quartet of 1937 was Verna Harrold Wright, 
Violet Fuehr. Eva Bender and Carrie Capling. This 
group sang many times on radio and traveled the State 
with Karl Keefer who was a well-known after dinner 
speaker. 

Ministers who have served the circuit 

N. Gilpin 1880, N. W. Perking 1880, G. L. Haight 
1881, W. N. Younglove 1882, Robert Floody 1884, 
Seward C. Tinney 1885. August Coors 1887, John De- 
Graff 1888, Albert Stevens 1889, Lewis Sevits 1891, J. 
T. Durham 1892, Calvin Smith 1898, E. Partridge 1896. 
John DeLong 1898. 

Ora Budman 1902, F. W. Clough 1905, J. Nichols 
1907; J))M. Jensen’ 1909; J. W. Hayward 1912, J. H. 
Cornelius 1915, E. T- Smith 1921, C. A. McEntarfer 
1928, "Stanley Thayer 1924, R. S, Miller 1926. L. M. 
Whitney 1928, Grant Jordan 1934, Karl Keefer 1937, 
Floyd Drake 1941, John Scott 1944, Walter Easton 
1955. Everett Love 1957, Ross Tracy 1958. 
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McCLURE METHODIST CHURCH 


In the year 1890, Major Butman, a wealthy lum- 
berman and farmer, saw the need of a church at 
McClure and so deeded to the Methodist Episcopal 
Church a small piece of land—S. W. corner of N. E. 
quarter of Sec. 15. He purchased material and soon 
two carpenters, Hugh McClary and Mr. Daniels, start- 
ed constructing a building. Out of this grew the little 
white church with its stained glass windows which has 
served the community ever since. 

At first the furnishings were rather scarce. The 
pews consisted of a few chairs and planks, not very 
comfortable but filled the need. There was no pipe 
organ such as we find in our churches today, but a 
little flat-topped affair operated by one of the faith- 
ful, Mrs. Silvia Day. The audience never sang better. 
The first church board consisted of William  Deline, 
Wesley Larson and Robert Day. Rey. Dorance, minis- 
ter from Harrison, came every other week to conduct 
services. 

Rey. Huff took over the work in 1891. As yet 
there was no manse, so he lived in a small cottage on 
the John Phillips farm, later occupying a home in 
Gladwin. A parsonage was started by Rev. Clement 
in 1897. The major part was constructed then and 
additions were made during the pastorates of Rev. 
Peters, Rev. Westphal, and Rev. Day. 

Many good and useful ministers have served in 
the McClure church, and their activity would fill 
pages. The work of some is so outstanding that it 
must not be overlooked. One of these, a man always 
remembered by the community, was Rey. Peters. He 
came to us at the age of 70, but his ambition and 
activity would do justice to a much younger man. 
His day was before the time of the horseless_ car- 
riage and having no horses the first year of his 
pastorate he walked the three miles between the two 
churches. Between Sabbaths he visited his flock and 
encouraged them in their daily toil as well as in their 
spiritual life. He always carried on his own revivals 
and many people gathered at the altar in response to 
the invitation. The best way to describe him is to say 
that he taught by example. 

Another man we shall all remember is the late 
Rey. Fred Westphal. Suffering from a physical ail- 
ment, he never seemed to lose courage, but always 
carried on. Many sermons were delivered as he leaned 
on his can, but one forgot that in the message that 
came from his heart. Always smiling and determined 
he caused much to be done for his parish. 

The Rev. George Day was responsible for the 
addition and improvement of the parsonage. Being a 
carpenter as well as a minister, he did much with his 
saw and hammer and was never afraid to participate 
in manual labor, 

It was during the pastorate of Rev. Wade that 
the McClure parsonage was sold to Mr. Hoskinson for 
a farm house and the minister moved to Wagarville. A 
place was purchased there and the manse_ has been 
located at that place ever since. 

‘In the year 1940 a work of redecorating was ac- 
complished. The interior was painted, papered and 
varnished and electric lights were installed. The ex- 
terior was also painted. 

So the little church still stands and is carrying 
out the work for which it was dedicated. 


CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 
Tobacco Township 


The Church of the Brethren had its beginning in 
Gladwin County when Abither Ordiway and wife move:l 
to Billings Township in October 1884. The next families 
moving to the Beaverton vicinity were the Enos Crowel, 
William Bergman, and Ira Early in 1898. Others moved 
in in 1900 and soon after. 

On August 17, 1901, an organization was effected, 


there being 17 charter members. They were Perry anil 
Mariah Arnold, Enos and Hannah Crowel, Reuben and 
Martha Crowel, Mina Van Dyke, Ida Geiser, Ira and Ada 
Early, William and Ida Mote. 

Services were held in the old log school house of the 
Knox school district, later at the new school house, were 
the present Brethren parsonage is located. 

In 1903 The Brethren decided to build a church build. 
ing and plans were made immediately. The dedication 
was held June 4, 1905. Tre church is located three miles 
east of Beaverton, at the end of Glidden Road. The church 
was remodeled in 1942 and in 1958 an addition was buiit 
to the church. The parsonage is located one-half mile 
north of the eaurch, having been built in 1940. 

The first ministers of tne church werg Perry Arnold 
and William McKimmy. Other early ministers were John 
A. McKimmy, William Neff, John Killian and George: Kil- 
lian. ; 

The present pastor of the church is The Rev. Randall 
Roose. The membership of the church is 220. 


EARLY HISTORY OF GLADWIN CAMP GROUND: 


In Maren of 1906 my father, the late F. W. Hanen- 
krat, with his family arrived in Gladwin from Logan 
County, Ohio. We lived in town until late August when 
we moved to the Riley community on a farm purchased 
from Reese Webb and Jasper Knight. This was our home 
until 1917 when, to get away from the cold winter, my 
parents made sale ard moved to Appomattax, Wa... in 
mother’s old scrap book is a copy of the public sale bill 
under date of March 13, 1917. , 

The memories of girlhood school days and friends 
are precious. Riley and Gladwin are places dear to my 
heart all through these years that have been spent in 
distant places. 

Neighbors in Riley soon told us about the man, 
Valentine Buxton, who had been pastor of several small 
organized classes of the Evangelical Association, one 
of which was at Riley, the school house being used us 
the meeting place. Previous to our coming into the 
community, Rev. Buxton had left but the spiritual im- 
pact of his life lingered on. His name was 2 household 
word. There was no one that could or did take his 
place. Word was received sometime later that he had 
left the Evangelical Church and joined the newly or- 
ganized grovp known then as the Pentecostal Church 
of the Nazarene. later shortened to the Nazarene 


‘Church. He was serving as pastor of a Nazarene Church 


in Canton, Ohio. True to his pioneering days in Michi- 
gan he could not rest till he had a tent méeting under 
way on a vacant lot in the city, which was a united 
effort among the evangelistic churches. This tent meet- 
ing has a definite connection with the camp meeting 
at Flemings Grove with which this article has to do. 

Due to overwork and illness in the winter of 1910- 
11, Rev. Buxton was advised by his physician to take a 
vacation away from the city. He turned his face toward 
Gladwin and his many friends there about. Arriving in 
the Riley community, in May 1911,. and seeing his former 
parishioners as sheep without a shepherd, he forgot 
about the rest he was to have, sent word around there 
would be preaching service at the school house the 
coming Sunday. ‘Though the man was a stranger to 
our family yet we were eager to hear the one whose 
presence so stirred the interest of the neighborhood. 

At the clase of the preaching service he inquired 
if there would be enough interest to warrant the ur- 
ranging of a tent meeting the summer of 1912. Yes, 
there was, but why wait a year? Due to his health and 
shortness of time he hesitated to plunge into the pro- 
ject for 1911. But with the promise of help from all 
present he finally agreed to secure workers — for the 
meeting to be held in August 1911, in the proffered 
grove on the Wm. Fleming farm. This decision sent 
him back to Canton to resign his pastorate and take up 
residence in Michigan again at Nashville, later moving 
to Mt. Pleasant. 

The weeks sped by. Word by letter kept coming 
telling of workers engaged. tent to arrive and all equip- 
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ment needed for the operation of such an undertaking, 
having been secured. 

Among the workers was to be a young man who 
was the product of the afore mentioned tent meeting in 
Canton. He was originally from the hills of Pennsyl- 
Vania, and was to be the song leader and the young 
peoples worker. The name was not announced till he 
was Introduced on the opening day of the camp August 
17, 1911. Other workers were Rev. Charles Lohnes, a 
Methodist from down state, and Rev. and Mrs.. John 
Clymer from Ohio and Rey. Peterhans, Sunday School 
missionary from Mt. Pleasant. Local pastors and Chris- 
tian workers supported and helped in preaching, 
prayer, and testimony services and whatever was need- 
ed. Supplies for the cooking were furnished from the 
nearby farms. A cook shed was hastily constracted, 
Mrs. Buxton taking charge with the aid of others. 

Twas with great excitement that oldsters and 
youngsters awaited the country-wide Sunday School 
School basket pienic of August 17,. that was to precede 
the opening: service of the camp proper that evening. 
Rev. Buxton was an organizer and planned wisely to 
obtain the cooperation of all Christian people of the 
county. Mr. Thomas Hartwell, C. Supt. of Sunday School 
work, presided at the first session. Mrs. Hartwell was 
at the old reed organ. After the singing of the first 
song, they called to the platform the young man from 
Canton, Robert Doverspike. and introduced him as the 
song leader for the day as well as the camp. Anna 
Hanenkart was asked to take over the organ for the 
camp. Mr. Doverspike reports, later upon seeing this 
girl come to the platform, he said to himself. ‘Can’t 
they find anybody else in this back woods to play the 
organ but a kid?” 


It was a great camp. Christians were revived, sin- 
ners saved, many were sanctified. So great was the 
conviction that this work mvst by continued that before 
the close an organization was affected. membership 
roll was made, and plans inaugurated for a permanent 
camp meeting. 

Many have said to me, they wished they had an 
authentic record of the beginning of the camp but none 
seemed to be available. Dates were very settled in my 
mind for the meeting of the “little kid” at the organ 
and the young song leader from Pennsylvania eventu- 
ated in their marriage on November 12, 1913. But tnere 
were questions in the mind of others about dates, 
workers and officers of those early years. 

On visiting my mother in her home in Virginia in 
April of this year, I made mention to her of the wish 
for records. Mother smiled and calmly said, “I have 
them.” She brought forth an old scrap,»book in which 
are the reports of the first seven camps save the year 
1916. These are Gladwin Record and Christian Witness 
clippings. 

Under date of August 17-27, 1911 the first report 
was sent to the Christian Witness..The officers elected 
were; Pres., V. Buxton; 1st Vice, Rev. Ceo. Bates; 
2nd Vic, Rev. C. A. Lohnes, Davison, Mich.; See., Wal- 
lace McCracken; Treas., Wm. Fleming; Corr. Sec., Rev. 
Charles A. Lohnes; Workers Charles Lohnes, and John 
Clymer; C. D. Peterhans. children worker, and R. R. 
Doverspike, singer. Mentioned in the article is the 
organization of the lately converted young people into 
a camp meeting prayer band officered by Pres. Anna 
Hanenkrat, Vice Pres., Donna Fleming, Sec. Marjory 
Demary and Treas. Horace Stickney. 

This group of young people met in weekly prayer 
and testimony meeting for quite sometime. They dedi- 
cated a newly built barn still standing on the Rein- 
hardt farm, with a prayer meeting, instead of a barn 
dance as was originally planned by another group. The 
_barn had been built by Clavde Wineman and Earl 
Reichert. who was later accidently killed in the employ 
of the Dow Chemical Co. in Midland. This clipping is 
also in my mother’s scrap book. 

Also I find a clipping dated November 38, 191], 
taken from a newspaper printed in our former home at 
Lake View, Ohio, which mother wrote for the perusal 
of old neighbors, in which she tells of that first camp 
and taking down of the Evangelical Church at Marshall, 
Mich. to be freighted to Gladwin. and rebuilt ut its 
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present site at Riley Corners. This work was done by 
Sam Underwood and frank Hanekrat. [ts reconstruc- 
tion was done by donated labor. The establishing of this 
church 50 years ago was the fruit of the first camp. 
Many faithful pastors through these 50 years stood hy 
the camp and as the result, found his own labors in 
the Lord strengthened thereby. 

Second Year camp was dated August 14 to 26. 
Workers: J. C. Clymer ‘and wife, Rev. Charles Strait 
and wife, Rev. S. B. Shaw, Rev. Frank Thomas, negro 


from Chicago, Rey Doverspike. singer, Rev. A. Kauff- 
man and Rey. C. H. Lohnes, children’s . worker Miss 
Florence Bowman. Officers elected were Pres., Rey. V 


Buxton; Ist Vice, Rev. Lohnes; 2nd Vice, Rev. J. Cly- 
mer; Treas., Wm. Fleming; Sec.. W. McCracken; Corr. 
Sec., Anna Hanenkrat. The name of the canp was “The 
Northern Michigan Interdenominational Holiness Camp.” 

In 1913 camp dates were August 13 to 24. Workers 
Rev. A. Kauffman, Rev. Clymer, Rev. Mankofsky and 
wife, Rev. Jacobs, Rev. Frank Coleman. Rev. Sturks, 
Rev R. Doverspike, singer, and Florence Bowman, chil- 
dren’s worker. Officers names were not listed in this 
report but it signed by Anna Hanenkrat,: Corr. Sec.. 
and we do know Rev. Buxton was retained for president. 

Date for 1914 camp was Avgust 12 to 23 but it 
continued to Monday August 24 that year. Workers 
were Rev. J. L. Glascock, Rev. F. Magdanz, who preach- 
ed several messages in German. Rey. F. C. Coleman, 
Rev. A. Levely, Rev. Brown. Miss Bowman was chil- 
dren’s worker No mention is made of the song evan- 
gelist that year. We had married in the fall of 1913 
and went to Pennsylvania in the spring. where we 
were busy the summer of 1914 in tent meetings in his 
boyhood locality. Officers were: Pres. V. Buxton, Vice 
Pres. Frank Coleman, Sec. Wallace McCracken, Treas. 
Gilbert Koontz, Corr. Sec. Mrs. Frank Hanenkrat. 

Camp of 1915 dates, as nearly as we ean figure by 
the articles, were August 9 to 19. Workers were Rev. 
E. B. Westhafer, Coleman, Brown. Miss Brown and Mrs. 
Heartwell were with the children and Rev. and Mrs. R. 
R. Doverspike again in charge of music. Officers were 
not listed in either of the two clippings we have of the 
camp of 1915, 

We do not have any account of the 1916 camp. I 
only know we were not present but were in Pennsyl- 
vania again. This was the September in which our twin 
sons were born. 


1917 Rev. Buxton wrote an article for the Record 
annovncing the camp date August 30 to September 3. 
A building committee for a tabernacle had evidently 
been appointed in 1916 as he mentions the fact that 
one member, Rev. Hock, who lost a son by sudden death, 
asked to be released from his place on the committee. 
another member, Frank Hanenkrat had moved to 
Virginia, leaving W. Card the sole member. Since the 
tent was worn out the meeting that year was just a 


grove meeting with no campers and no food served on 
the ground. 
From then on I have no further records. I do 


know that in 1924 we were again workers at the camp, 
at which time the tabernacle had not yet been erected. 
The other engaged evangelist was a Rev. Greenman, an 
Evangelical pastor, from Rockwood, Michigan. 

What year the tabernacle was built I haven’t been 
able to ascertain. If anyone has a scrapbook on any in- 
formation of any intervening years we'd be so happy 
to insert it in the history of the camp. 

Many interesting things could be written of indi- 
vidual nature that are directly related to the camp, but 
we will desist. } 

The camp’s golden year is upon us now with the 
date, strangely enough, being the same as the first 
year August 17 to 27. It was in the camp of 1911, that 
my husband started his ministry.So along with the 
camp’s celebration he will observe his golden year in 
the ministry. The present board has invited us back to 
have the music, as at the beginning. No longer the 
“little kid” and the yovng man, as in the long ago, but 
we have sung the gospel east, west, north and south 
in this great land of ours and under God we will en- 
deavor to serve the camp yet this one more year. It is 
our fondest hope to have my mother: there, if her 
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health permits. The scrapbook will be there, too. Few 
of her generation remains. Father has gone on, leaving 
us December 15, 1959. at the age of 874% years. He 
found deliverance from the bondage of tobacco at that 
first camp and never again used it in his long life. He 
passed on with great victory in the Lord.—Signed Anna 
Hanenkrat Doverspike. 


HISTORY OF GLADWIN LITERARY CLUB 


In all the ages and in all parts of the world, wo- 
men have banded together for a common purpose. Time 
and circumstances have changed types of organizations 
but the underlying motives are unchanged. These mo- 
tives are well expressed in the constitution and by-laws 
of our club. The object of our club is to promote friend- 
liness also the literary interests of the members and to 
further the best interests of the community in any way 
possible. With these objects in mind a small grovp of 
women met at the home of Mrs.Neil Kinne on Friday 
afternoon, October 6, 1933. They organized a new wo- 
man’s club to be known as the Friday Literary Club, to 
meet the second and fourth Fridays of the month. The 
first regular meeting was held at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. E. Parker. The officers were elected and Mrs. 
Frank Bush was our first president. The club adopted 
friendliness for its motto, the Sweet Pea for its flower 
and colors black and silver. Because of conflicting en- 
gagements the date of meeting was changed to the first 
and third Wednesdays of the month and the new name, 
the Gladwin Literary Club. 

Scarcity of funds at first caused some concern, 
but we always had lots of pep and enthusiasm and 
ideas. We had bridge parties and dances, a local talent 
play, sold hangers which didn’t sell too good but when 
we reduced the price and they were all sold we had 
requests for more. We had several Style Shows and 
Flower Shows in connection with Goldberg’s Depart- 
ment Store. Then later we needed more room we held 
them in the Community Building. with refreshments. 
Our one large source of income was the annual Mother 
and Daughter Banquet. We served from 350 to 400 
mothers and daughters in the community whom we feel 
sure always looked forward to with pleasire. We al- 
ways appreciated the help of the fathers and sons of 
the city. 

The organizations the Literary Club has helped 
would be too many to list but we would like to mention 
a few; Girl Scouts, Goodfellows, Red Cross, glassware 
for the Home Economics room at the high school 
Brownies. Salvation Army, baby bassinet to the Glad. 
win Hospital. For many years we donated and packed 
a barrel of canned fruit for Starr Commonwealth. We 
helped buy the stage curtains for the Community Build- 
ing. We sent dresses for little girls’ Christmas through 
the Detroit Free Press. We helped buy new uniforms 
for the high school band. And for many years we 
helped the Chamber of Commerce fill socks for the 
children’s Christmas party and many other Christian 
charities. This might sound as if we didn’t have much 
fun but we enjoyed many fine programs, wonderful 
speakers, good plays and book reviews and movies. sev- 
hd 4 4 one ah ome at Midland, a trip 

roug e beautifu ow Gardens. W j icni 
and potluck dinners. ier ME. Pond. 

The club became federated in 1935. This means we 
are a member of the Michigan Federation of Women’s 
Clubs which in turn is National and World-wide. 

To make our club the success that it is we have 
always tried to obey these commandments: 

1, Thou shalt serve thy club willingly; 2. Thou 
shalt remember thy club engagements; 3. Thou shalt 
never answer present at roll call; 4. Thou shalt do thine 
own thinking; 5. Thou shalt prepare thy paper with all 
diligence; 6. Thou shalt not speak in meetings when 
thy sister has the floor; 7. Thou shalt learn to forget 
disagreeable things; 8. Thou shalt pay the required 
tithe into the store house early; 9. Thou shalt not be a 
fuult finder, for to find fault is eusy, to do better may 
be difficult; 10. Thou shalt honor the Gladwin Literary 
Club, that its days may be filled with accomplishments, 


oo 


GLADWIN COUNTY WOMAN’S CLUB 

The Gladwin County Woman’s. Club was organized ac 
the home of Mrs. A. J. Stevens in 1912, after several pre- 
liminary meetires by interested ladies. It wus made i 
member of the State Federation in 1915, and tie Nation- 
al Federation in 1923. : 

It was decided to have two meetings a month on 
Thursday afternoons, one to be social and the second to 
be educational and cultural. The social idea was dropped 
the second year, and luter the meetings were held in the 
evenings, and still later changed to Wednesday evenings. 

The programs, to tse present day, have touched on 
practically every current issue, dramatics, politics in tue 
broad sense, and the presentation of noted men and wom- 
en, and important musical groups. 

The so-called ‘‘Lyceum Courses” of long ago appear- 
ed several times and offered the community the only out- 
side entertainment at the time. They presented their 
musical and dramatic groups in Atchinson’s Hall which 
at present is tae location of the several apartments over 
the Goldberg store. 

Two very outstanding presentations were the Dow 
Chorus of 80 members and the joint sponsoring with the 
Literary Club of the Clare Free Major theatrical group. 
The school children of the county were transported to at- 
tend this treat. 

The membership was finally limited to 32 residents 
of the county. Mrs. Willard Walton, one of the original 
members, is still active in the club. [Four present mem- 
bers are of the second generation. 

In 1918 the first Beaverton ladies became members. 
Mrs. Loren Budge was one of the first and retired only a 
year ago, when she left the county. 

The Club observes tzree traditional special events 
each year—the harvest supper in the fall, at which the 
programs are explained for the new calendar year, the 
gentlemen’s night dinner in the early spring and tee club 
picnic in June. 

The dues are the only resources of the club, but ev- 
ery worthy cause has always been supported and contri- 
butions made. 

The Girl Scouts have been sponsored and the library 
has always been of special interest. 

The club has always been proud of the names on the 
membership roll which has included those promirent in 
the cultural, educational, political and social life of the 
county. : . 

Recently the club celebrated with a centennial meet- 
ing, when four older members were presented with cor- 
sages, and interesting letters were read from former 
members who are widely scattered over the country. 

Next year is the 50th anniversary and there is every 
indication the club may celebrate the 75th and who knows, 


perhaps the 100th. 


WHITE CLOVER CHAPTER NO. 84 
ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR 


The Gladwin Chapter of the Order of the Eastern 
Star was instituted in 1891 by two members of the Ma- 
sonic Lodge No. 397, F. & A. M. of Gladwin. Manville 
T. Pike and Elbert M. Fisher, superintendent of Gladwin 
high school. arranged a meeting on October 8, 1891, in 
the Masonic Temple. The Temple at that time was 
located over the present Goldberg Building and was 
known as Atchinson’s Hall. Mrs. Mary I. Fisher was 
appointed as the first Worthy Matron and Elbert M. 
Fisher as the first Worthy Patron. Twenty-eight were 
given the Obligation by the Worthy Grand Matron of 
a Grand Chapter of Michigan, Order of the Eastern 

tar. 

The new chapter was given the name of. White 
Clover, a name presented by Belle Wade Prindle. Wed- 
nesday nights on or before the full of the moon was 
selected for the regular meeting nights. This was 
changed in July 1924 to the second Wednesday of the 
month. The first school of instruction was held in Oc- 
tober of 1905 and conducted by Margaret Moore of 
Bay City, Worthy Grand Matron, 
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In 1916 the Presbyterian Church bvilding located 
on-the corner of Silverleaf and Maple Streets was pur- 
chased by the Gladwin Lodge No. 397, F. & A. M. and 


White Clover Chapter No. 84, Order of the Eastern 
Star. for the sum of $800.00 on a 50-50 basis: White 
Clover Chapter No. 84 held its first meeting in this 


building on January 17, 1917. 

This building at the time of purchaze faced the 
south. Members of the Glidwin Lodge an? White Clover 
Chapter moved the building so that it tuced the west. 
Manville T. Pike, an enthusiastic worker and faithful 
member, died May 17, 1921 of injuries received when a 
large timber fell on him while working in the basement 
of the building. 

The Clare, Gladwin and Midland Tri-County As- 
sociation was organized at Harrison. in 1916. Mrs. 
Mary Weatherhead was the first president. 

Mrs. Laura Wilmot, our oldest living member, serv- 
ed as Worthy Matron of White Clover Chapter No. 84 
in the years 1905, 1932 and 1933. Through the years she 
served many times in other stations. To commemorate 
her 90th birthday March 9, 1956, she was honored with 
a dinner and program. She received a bouquet of roses 
from the Past Matrons of White Clover Chapter and 
was presented with a 50-year pin by the Chapter em- 
blematic of her active participation in work of the 
Order for more than 60 years. 


BROWNIE SCOUTS 


The Brownie Scouts were organized in 1945 under 
leadership of Mrs. Walter Koehler. The first troop had 
20 girls. Mrs. Donald Kigar was the next leader. Since 
that time there have been many mothers. who became 
leaders when their daughters became seven years of 
age and could be a Brownie. The number of girls in- 
creased each year. At the present time there are 52 
girls, in seven troops, under eight leaders. 

The Brownies are taught love of God and country, 
service at home and school. 

The activities include outdoor games 
stressing sportsmanship, learning simple sewing and 
crafts, making favors for home and hospitals, and 
participating in local celebrations or parades. 


and play— 


GLADWIN ROTARY CLUB 


Several earnest and far-sighted Gladwin and 
Beaverton businessmen had the inspiration to estab- 
lish a service club for the betterment of the two 
cities and for more fellowship among the _ business- 
men. They were impressed with the motto of Rotary, 
“Service Above Self”, and, in the unique idea of mem- 
bership by classification, that they desired to find 
out more about the Rotary International movement. 
Under the sponsorship of the Midland Rotary 
Club, the Gladwin Rotary Club was formally organ- 
ized on Feb. 1, 1938, at the Hotel Gladwin. The fol- 
lowing officers were duly elected: 

President, Rev. Karl Keefer; vice president, Ray 
‘ Shanaman; secretary-treasurer, Warren Kays; direct- 
ors: Floyd Miller, Warren Kays, Tod Reader Sr., Paul 
Garvin. 

An impressive charter night was held on April 
26, 1938, and the following 18 businessmen: were in- 
ducted as Charter Members: Walter Swartz, Tod 
R. Reader, J. Warren Kays, Dr. E. J. Gilbert, Dr. E. 
H. McKenna, Ray Shanaman, Pavl Garvin, Herbert G. 
Booth, “Floyd E. Hall, Darl Pochert, L. P. Juliar, 
Neil Sanderson, James L. Heslop, Rev. Karl H. Keef- 
er, Floyd Miller, James MacConnell, W. E. Parker, and 
Roy Kaleto, 

Down through the years’ the four objectives of 
Rotary International, which are, Club Service, Vo- 
cational Service, Community Service and International 
Service, were exemplified and expanded through the 
various projects and actions of the club. Some of the 
projects that have been carried out are: Aid to erip- 
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pled children, by the purchase of glasses, braces and 
hearing aids; Active participation in Civilian Defense 
activities during World War IL; Sponsored Boy Scort 
Troop No. 66; Helped promote Gladwin State Park 
improvements, through. cooperation with Park Com- 
mission; Landscaped the Gladwin Elementary School 
evounds; (Purchased the score board for the high 
school gym; Sponsored a visiting student from Ger- 
many and Sweden of a week period, in the interest of 
better international relations and ‘world peace: (ive 
Scotch Lite, as a safety program to all bicycle own- 
ers; Gave student scholarships to Interlochen Musiz 
Camp and to Michigan State University; Provided ice 
skating rink during winter months; and at present 


is sponsoring the Summer Recreation Program for 
Youth. 
In their search for a means to raise money to 


carry out their many worth while projects, 
Ann Alice Parker came to the rescve with the sug- 
gestion of a minstrel show, which became an annual 
affair. She wrote and directed the show for: many’ 
years. This is still the club’s main source of revenue, 
and is looked forward to and enjoyed by the whole 
community each year. 

Past presidents of the Gladwin Rotary Club are: 
the Rey. Karl Keefer, Ray Shanaman, Wilford Parker, 
Wrank Hanna, Richard Rogers, Dr. Clinton Holman, 
Jess Huggett, Dr. Keith Coulter, Fred Hall, Gordon 
Purdy, Sidney Rood, Ralph Myers, Frank E. Ward, 
Harry Goldberg, George Carvey, Lester Millard, Don 
Huber, Carvel Wolfson, Jack MacMurray, Cyrus At- 
Lee, Orval Burkhart, Kenneth Kerswill, Jerry Miner 
(president elect). 


Rotary 


INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS 


The Independent Order of Odd Fellows is one of 
the largest fraternal and benevolent orders in the 
United States. This Order was founded in England. 
The exact date is unknown, but Odd Fellow groups 
probably existed in the early 1700’s. The members 
founded a system of benefits and helped one another 
in times of misfortunes. This feature made the Order 
very popular. 

Branches or lodges grew up in different English 
cities, but each branch did not admit the Superior 
rank of any other lodge. Adjustments were finally 
made and in 1814 the Manchester Unity of the Inde- 
pendent Order of Odd Fellows was organized. This 
Society had branches in many countries, but there is 
no present connection with the Order in the United 
States. This Unity now has about 1,350,000 members. 


The American Order was founded in 1819, when 
the Washington Lodge of Odd Fellows was organized 
in Baltimore. In the year of 1820 the Washington 
Lodge became a subordinate of the Manchester Unity 
in England. Other lodges rapidly followed. Then in 
1842 or 1843 the American Lodge separated from 
the parent lodge in England. The United States Grard 
Lodge became head of the Order in America and re- 
served the rights to erect new lodges in Evrope. The 
Canadian branch operated under separate’ charter 
until 1852, then merged with the Grand Lodge of the 
United States. It is said there are 2,675,000 members 
in the world—and one half of this number is in the 
United States. 

The chief purpose of the organization is to give 
aid and comfort to its members and their families and 
teach Friendship, Love and Truth. This secret benevo- 
lent and Social Society has its own mystic signs for 
recognizing its members, also initiatory rites and 
ceremonies and passwords along with various grades 
of Dignity and Honors. 

The three links in our symbol represent Friend- 
ship, Love and Truth. The Skull and crossed _ bones 
speak of the mortality of man, while the Single Eye 
represents the all knowingness of our God. The entire 
works of the Lodge are based on the Bible. 

Since 1884 there has also been a military or un- 
iformed degree called the Patriarch Militant. The Re- 
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bekuh Assembly was organized in 1851 and consists 
of women, but Odd Fellows are eligible to member- 
ship here also. Their present membership is now near 
1,000,000. 

The origin of the name Odd ‘Fellows has been ex- 
plained as being a group of persons aiming at social 
union and mutual help, this being a marked exception 
to the general rule at the time of the original organ- 
ization—hence Odd Fellow. The earliest lodges were 
supported by each member and visitor paying one 
penny to the secretary when entering the lodge room, 
and special sums being voted to any brother in need. 
If out of work he was supplied with a card and funds 
to reach the next lodge, and went from lodge _ to 
lodge until he found employment. During our 142 
years the order has spent more than $345,000,000 to 
aid’ brothers, widows, orphans and others in distress. 
Today we finance 64 homes in the United States for 
aged people and needy children. 

Gladwin Lodge No. 177 Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows was organized on February 23, 1888 with nine 
charter members as follows: Isaac Hanna, Jesse 
Struble, Geo. A. Thomson, John McCormick, Chas. H. 
Burdick, John W. Foster, Jacob Smith, Geo. Koons, 
and Ephriam C. Diffin. At this time Silas S. Fallass 
was the Grand Master for the state of Michigan. In 
July 1895, Franklin Lodge of Meredith consolidated 
with Gladwin, transferring their 26 members here. 
Many members were initiated into the order in the 
passing years but in January, 1919 some 43 members 
were brought into the lodge for the largest group 
ever to enter in-one month. Then on July 22 of 1936, 
Beaverton Lodge decided to consolidate with us and 
increased our ranks even more. In fact at one time 
the membership of Gladwin Lodge reached the figure 
of over 250 active and paid-up members. Just re- 
cently at an installation of officers supper, one of the 
members who has been an Odd Fellow for almost 
50 years, in reminiscent thought, made the statement 
that he could recall in the past when they would have 
a supper after installation of officers and the mem- 
bers present would consume up to 14 gallons’ of 
oysters in as much as 20 gallons of milk. 


The Rebekah Lodge in Gladwin was instituted 
here June 10, 1890 and is known as Golden Rod Re- 
bekah Lodge No, 151. The charter signers were: C. W. 
Robinson, John McCormick, Isaac Hanna, David 
Foutch, Ed Shaw, D. O. Knowlton, S. Raymond, S. 
Howland, and at that time the Grand Master was C. 
H. Hoskins. 

The Grand Lodge of the State of Michigan owns 
a beautiful campsite on Big Star Lake near Baldwin 
which has’ been in operation for several years and 
where boys and girls from the age of 8 through 15 
are eligible to attend from about the middle of June 
through August. This is not restricted to members’ 
children, but lodges may sponsor any needy child re- 
gardless of religion or creed. The state considers 
this as one of the very best and most efficiently op- 
erated summer camps in the state. 

The old lodge hall was destroyed by fire in 1946, 
but a new temple was erected on the same site. Dur- 
ing the time we were out of a home, we were allowed 
to hold our meetings in the Masonic Temple, for 
which we were very thankful. This gesture helped us 
to maintain our enviable record of not having missed 
a single meeting of the lodge since its institution way 
back in February of the year of 1888, or a period of 
some 73 years. 


GOLDEN ROD REBEKAH-LODGE NO. 151 
Gladwin, Michigan 


On June 9, 1890 a meeting was called by Deput 
Grand Master George H. Shearer of Bay City to establish 
a Daughter of Rebekah Lodge in aden There were 
15 petitions for membership. The lodge was named Gold- 
en Rod Lodge, Daughters of Rebekah, No. 151. Officers 
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elected were: C.W. Robinson, noble grand; Anna Me- 
Cormick, vice grand; Anna J. Spencer, recording secre- 
tary; Grace Caldwell, treasurer; Mary J. Shaw, financial 
secretary; Isaac Hanna, district deputy. The Daug=ters 
of Rebekah rented a hall for meetings at $16.00 per year, 
payable quarterly. Noble Grand Charles W. Rebinson 
being the only person qualified to represent the lodge, 
was elected as the first representative to the Rebekah As- 
sembly in Saginaw. Bay City Union Degree Staff came 
to Gladwin on January 15, 1891 and initiated the first 
class of candidates. From June 1890 the lodge worked un- 
der a “Dispensation Certificate’? until December 1891 
when the charter was received. In May 1891 regalia was 
purchased from the M. C. Lily Company for $30.60. F. H. 
Spencer.was the first death in the membership. On June 
10, 1947 Golder Rod Lodge celebrated its fifty-seventh 
anniversary.—Mary M. Kinney, Noble Grand 


Note: The following poem by Register of Deeds 
Ernie Gower was written and read on the occasion of the 
annual I.0.0.F. irstallation of officers at tce Odd Fellow 
hall in Gladwin January 22. The poem brought forth so 
much favorable comment and recalled so many of Glad- 
win’s pioneers that we are reprinting it in full. 


Tce other night I dreamed a dream 
Thru space I wandered it did seem, 
A guide did lead me by the hand 
Until we finally did land 


Upon a wide and boundless plain 
Just freshened by a shower of rain; 
The vegetation it was green 

And beautiful as e’re seen. 


This plain was dotted here and there 
With groves of timber and they were 
All planted in a circle true, . 

A mighty wall around them, too. 


One entrance to each grove was seen 
And o’er the gateway letters gleam 
And sparkle in the morning sun 

To tell the name of every one. 


It seemed to me we traveled fast, 
But finally we came at last 

Unto a gateway broad and high, 

It almost seemed to reach the sky. 


And o’er the gateway now behold 
In letters shining bright at gold 
L.0:0-F. Ltt 

I wondered if it might be heaven. 


My guide did give a password and a countersign 
unto the man, 
We entered then in Truth and Love. 


The guide did now explain to me, 

That every individual tree 

You see within this circle true 

Are “Souls”of Brothers known to you. 


Examine them with greatest care, 

- For some are rough and some are fair, 
And some are short and some are tall, 
Now try to recognize them all. 


Tre center of this grove was high, 
Five hundred feet or mighty nigh, 
And there the timber all was dead, 
But standing there, no limbs o’er head. 


And there I saw two sister trees, 

As much alike as two peas, 

They were not hard to recognize, 
'Twus Sister Staley, Sister Kyes. 


iz me | oe A al 7 i. f 
bene ghaenat kas. 
en ae 


a 
20 fee 
4 ot: pr Dating nate 
. sab Ou. Su cadidewn <6) Ht a x 
Host 7 pulge> ae ae ce 
Mba! ant giessiaes. Os ba: ip wee) ‘ 
eh diptade SD ont ee irre Nae, ee hic 
ores Mae Pree agin 0D Ve i 
te elt hevpinind bag ‘esi SP. rial ; oa 
tad beAvov ogbol aut OVet ong sage, ee fahch oa fo Brels 
IGSt tedensag filing “'s oto nolizenay tag vob 
eam, gtingss 1045 vale «i .beviegs: new Stade. ott nnd 
HD ORO8S yo? viecineD “itd 
ont nd) aish tor one oily fi dapeb 784i SU RRO Ly a ee 
ASirsveOR-cT2 afi Logeyiulss “Gets aoe sahiniy Tree sui 
bred sidoY. .vormiA 1 yale <I EFis 


OF ME sta rer Te sdonc 


‘cine Yt re8eigeA 4s miseg Qniwalicr ant 
et to cote ny aid no. hast has’ GLISITH, 2h 
Welle bLO ois 4% vaio 3 Ie woiseilagant 
OF Mrwid dager Meg oT 
“hal Yo ‘hit OF o*inoat 


ivt mo, « +g 


‘teow 

= ab. HON gint3 
F.G102. faunitne 
SE vs gah, nibvebsale an fart 

fre mapas ‘Si arowad oun 

TOY ete ow Inde aPaanoiq e‘niv 


inteorb s bentosyh | idaia. torte sat 
wtisse bib a boeing MM A ht ta mt 
brad Hie WE 9; im Lineal Bh ot tw hs 
harph bib iH sik ee TiAl] 


MiBiC : 


sinalieile d Wear) ahi we TF GU 
shinee yewots 2 vd bensetgyy? Fay fi 


HOIth enw Ie noiditousy adT 
1998 ots ae fittured ba A 


meds fas aren Hivsol seve, fikle eid 
slew yorls Dae wediets hy) pay ane is i 

wiry giant a al hed ely 1h 
,{rvort het iar Vd ne bin A 


‘ - 
DT 


nears aaw ovoww ose of PUREE $0 srt) 
mony ay apie} Che ty, a A ye Oy i ah 
ms Shtetéa ad! at SDingre tara 

1 Uae To sind welF ifys or 


tat Balevauw. sv vat ot Nantes ii 
Wek, SRI wy y Fath sett 

Argitt tay Save 4d 40 Mb etal 

ey ohh SO) bsgtsyy Jz0mib gi 


bhichad wag Ciwoutny oF we bat 
bios 3% TA TEAE. terete spayed 
‘ % 


Revo HO Se Ae daehos 


wQiersinuos a ban brs wer ae mn svig bib abicy Pa wit 
PT ioe Ades 
Whe OR AMIT ak nads fotate yy 
a 
Ui ad oi ed Wor bis? ( 
“as es dee bev} i) Pedi 14, ve er. 
ar Slotidig hh Ly it W toattais j 


UX ot He bres) ae + bh. 


SOF rtkoty tow ens ue pac’ 
‘toh O82 dlnn> UAgwmwUo? gn Gigag ot 


Una sd altro ben 5 ans ong ‘Strer bt h 
f . i PhS Ow) OUR Of A coy, 


an aye Pree dj 
By wiWene B¥4 
: 
bs 


3G ee ay, yt ame 
ee ati ty , 
itt t9"tay) ihe # 
Cages i: 
oh: - sy" hig 


“pe ng es 
vt 


‘ a er “4 aa i ordi 


= 


i 
4 


B Gol 3 a > 


om NOiiGiear a)t. suris entol, ‘adi: 


Behe ay v a ; 
ee aR 


o* Vy la | ae Mh bt 
: ’ * par A) i ia Ry bia 
¥ cies endzas4 Yo que 
; nodes 1. ia? 
4 = ee of “we 
3 4 Saoteivy bre 
ek fas tatty: Bttisine 
43m ate: net fond 
abagt Lee bres r, 
of syiel yest 
Sel say % 
of. One Conaa 4 i ‘i 
eeaxteih Of etoilts Sm enedaro wo (eT y¥¢ 
rot wesuse bedixD att pt pe OB oder it ow ¥ 
St ify. vboor bare aiq 
bh@ to yebr0 inghionelay. ay 04 sgbode 


oni AE BGI 8S vaac'ly Soxlnagte enn 
viral” BSRO “oc set vol i & 


H 2a)» ai m0 05 nitet Shernant A Pe 
noo 0 sme dossl, intend Wat 
eéeriiny < exli@ ooly zit SA iT . 

rl cantons to siete or it TSetealh bh 
botabifoanos. ddifetslé to sufed: AH nat 

tod, citing G8 sindd saivaslenaat utvebal 


off mi dbro edt nia: 
ersarng EB stige Yret 


bodaidenet STOW 2TS 


‘Tigunel al fa 


Gvesa ies SdF xo Selol sd? otel deb 
Beat %, bs WHE no natT .Agocn, aa abs 
bar en Uliw. gihbifoesws of hebineh 


sinkd open ty fat nt 


om wave edhe: 
S5uyl? CY e 


bonnaer eyt bol sitwis ait) dy 
St Jeul asda agtine bag avitaw 
sf? To oxo “S4ehe Z6pitto. by adtialigserts 
Jeol, ag? walla BIO 24 assed end 
iainyiste 9/1) sham drguodt tasceintemed 
ovad bivow ysl nadw tenq oft a Haoos 

cy SH? brta-- etaatitbe Yo + Fit me 
{0 cooling KE of gi oninenog bicow. toes" 
White enollag Of en Anos ‘es 


hedirtiveni ane. thy bel ni daodgit. sf 
“OT bon ashibD. ae pewoud at baw obey SA 
W oD 1etew euegigke. 2fagdo oat 22! ous 
biveGd . .enpeaH ~seaut Ae ay Oe . web. 

2. tioned .2 hoslwend . _ wee ia 
J. ett  tdoM hed ods its ted?” te hae. 2 


ewe wemblohl tq sini ody to ogden asia 
five higet rh stat yore gil no oéleqenng dy 
inp ei gay ig hives 10% OEP BGO tr nook 
ei dguetes 8 to 49a add pratt elsi bra 
eL ite aibbine ail gua gy (ov) bwsida of. | 
‘ean imssrr: pd be: “eer Jon gt dt wtege 
“or Bits ‘tesa Vow inekeqe yan seghol Me 
Srwhieno seek ath ‘beers IP thlgtbary 
aus Winasis: nec be. ied yr. gait te. 
Mie ot} gp me pe | 
eg. wa ae: are “ew Tod 
Snsi9 sow oe 
i *puipo fs . 


fe pe iabiane ie tanady abitas 
: rr ft sates 


webot 


get 


10 botley* to #58) Yu agay ” te 


nest 
so 


And many others on that knoll 

I found, and surely knew each soul, 
There's Robbins, Cuddie, Kyes, and Webb, 
They were all there and standing dead. 
Lill Sainsbury, both slim and tall, 

In height he overtopped them all. 
Straight as rifle barrel, he, 

A landmark was, for all to see. 


Bowerman, Kimball, Bennett, Moore, 
And Nettleton, I knew for sure. 
Tcese and many more I found, 
Standing on that holy ground. 


The timber sound, without a doubt, 

And scattered ’round and all about, 

Were saplings, growing straight and green, 
And beautiful as e’er was seen. 


Right there and then, twas proved to me, 
The rose in beauty we shall see. 

The winter scatters leaf and flower, 

God resurrects with mighty power. 


These souls, who have departed hence, 
Still leave with us their influence, 

Their deeds, like seeds, are planted here, 
And young sprouts now to us appear. 


And thus I walked around that grove, 
Examined trees, below, above 

And measured them in height and girth, 
Made calculations on their worth. 


At last I came upon a tree, 

But of what species it might be, 

I could not tell, ’twas neither pine, 

Nor hemlock, birch or larch or lime. 
’Twas knotty, crooked, twisted, small, 
Churnbutted, knurly, short ard tall. 

Way don’t they throw that tree outside? 
Why that’s your own, the guide replied. 


I stood aghast, if that’s my tree, 

What sort of fellow must I be? 

Can anything be done to make 

This poor old tree to grow tall and straight? 


O, yes, replied the guide, see here, 
Just steer your top straight up, don’t fear, 
Tre Master’s watching all the time, 
Ask him and he will help you climb. 


Don’t be so set in your own way, 
For that makes churnbutts every day. 
Be cheerful and your knurly spot 
Will be smoothed over like as not. 


Be always ready to do good, 

The twist will straighten as it should, 
Then when your tree is cut at last, 
’Twill make some plank, it not a mast. 


The Master with all seeing eye, 
Looks o’er his timber night and day, 
When for a certain stick doth call, 
Before his woodsman’s axe we fall. 


This woodsman’s name is death you know, 
So let’s be careful how we go. 

His axe is keen, his stroke is true, 

We ail s-all fail, both I and you. 


Now, Brothers, I my tale have told. 
About this thing I did behold, 

I’m trying in my awkard way, 

To be a better man today. 
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I hope when death shall come arourd, 
Kaca one of us shall then, be found. 

Tho rouge and crossgrained at the bark, 
Quite sound and solid at the heart. 

If I be the first one called away, 

I've one request to make today, 

Just close my eyes and say “Amen,” 
Oddfellows all shall meet again. 


_ Mr. Gower was an accomplished poet and prior to 
his death he asked that The Record print this poem of 
his own composition along with his obituary: 


If I can have it said of me 

When ended is my time of toil, 

That I have fought to helpful be 

And have not labored just for spoil, 
I'll greet death’s angel with a smile, 
And take his hand and journey on, 
Believing that I’ve been worth while, 
I still shall live, although I’m gone, 


If friends of mine can only say 

That I was faithful to them all; 

That I had time for them each day, 

And answered every piteous call 

For help, that fell upon mine ears, 

And stretched my hand out, here and there, 
I shall not when death’s form appears 
Hold back, afraid with kim to fare— 


If it can just be said of me 

That I have born my burdens well— 
That good in folks I’ve tried to see, 

That I have faced my time of strife 

With patience, and have been. your friend, 
That helpfully I’ve lived my life, 

I shall not fear to face the end. 


If I can strew alorg my way 

The roses of remembrance sweet, 
Can leave a few friends here to say 
That I have cheered them in defeat, 
If I can leave in your own heart 
One trace of me when I am gone, 
When from this life I shall depart, 

I shall not fear to jourrey on. 


HISTORY OF MASONRY IN GLADWIN 


When Gladwin County was young, Free Masons 
were under the jurisdiction of Corning Lodge No, 335 
Fr. & A. M. of Farwell, Michigan. 

[t is hard for us today to imagine the time and 
trouble a mason took to attend a lodge in the nineteenth 
century. By looking in the early issues of the Gladwin 
County Record we find that a stage left Gladwin at 
4:00 o’clock a. m. and arrived in Coleman at 9:00 o’clock 
a. m. then to return when the train arrived and a load 
could be made up for the return trip to Gladwin. If a 
mason did not like this method he could walk to Far- 
well ov ride horseback or by horse and buggy. But no 
matter how he went, it must have taken the better part 
of two days for him to attend one meeting. 

In the spring of 1889 the Brothers listed below. 
asked permission of Corning Lodge No. 335 F. & A. M. 
to form a new lodge in Gladwin. In July 1889 these 
Brothers signed the Roll of Membership as follows: 

Christopher C. Foucn, Henry B. Church, Isaac 
Hanna, Sylvester Raymond, Henry J. Taylor, DeWitt 
C. Dutcher. William R. Whitman, Sidney R. Berry, 
Washington L. Cook, Bernard B. Larson. 

On January 9, 1890 the Grand Lodge of Michigan 
F. & A. M. issued a charter to the Gladwin Lodge stat- 
ing that its name and number would be, Gladwin Lodge 


. 


number 397, and that the officers were: Christopher C. 
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Fovch, Worshipful. Master; Henry B. Church, Senior 
Warden; Isaac Hanna, Junior Warden. 

The first year was not the best, so on August 5, 
1890 the most Worshipful Grand Master of the Grand 
Lodge of Michigan, Brother eed & ees ee 
over the meeting of Gladwin Lodge, thus begins the 
written record of Gladwin Lodge 397 F. & A. M. At 
this meeting were elected, appointed and installed the 
following officers: Henry B. Church, Worshipful Mas- 
ter; Isaac Hanna. Senior Warden; Christopher C. 
Fouch, Junior Warden; Sylvester Raymond, Treasurer; 
Henry J. Taylor. Secretary; DeWitt C. Dutcher, Senior 
Deacon; William R. Whitman, Junior Deacon; Edward 
Matthews, Steward; Sidney R. Berry, Steward; Manville 
Te eike, Diler: 

At first the lodge met “On. Tuesday on or before 
the full moon of each month”. On October 30, 1906 the 
lodge voted to change the regular communications to 
“the second - Tuesday of each month”. And thus it 
stands today. 

Brother Edward Matthews, George W. Doan, George 
Keidan and Eugene Foster were the first brothers rais- 
ed to Master Masons by Gladwin Lodge No. 397 F. & 
A. M. Brother Manville T. Pike was the first to trans- 
fer into the new lodge. 


for Gladwin Lodge have 
been three. First in Atchinson’s Hall, second was. the 
hall over the Gladwin County Record which was dedi- 
cated for Masonic usage on April 5, 1898 by Brother 
Frank O. Gilbert, R. W. Junior Grand Warden. 

The third and last move was to the present build- 
ing at 200 Silverleaf Street. 

On April 14, 1908 a group of Master Masons liv- 
ing in and about Beaverton petitioned Gladwin Lodge 
No. 397 F. & A. M. for permission to leave the Gladwin 
Lodge to form a new lodge at Beaverton and also a 
recommendation from the Gladwin Lodge that they be 
permitted to form a new lodge. 

On May 12, 1908 Gladwin Lodge No. 397 F. &. A. 
M. issued a Certificate of Permission to join with oth- 
ers in forming a new lodge at Beaverton to the fol- 
lowing: 


William J. Scott. William H. Snyder, Henry Croll 
Jr., Alphonso Otte, Frank A. Pierce, George Deitz, 
Zebadiah M. York, F. A. Niggeman. William H. Heren- 
deen, Donald Ross, Ronald Ross, Enoch Glidden, Cecil 
J. Barnum and M. Robert Morris. Thus began Beaver- 
ton Lodge No. 453 F. & A. M. 

Much material and spiritual wealth has been re- 
ceived and given by the Masons throughout the years. 
The greatest material gain to both the Masons and 
Gladwin has been the property at 200 Silverleaf Street. 

On December 12. 1916 the lodge voted to join the 
Eastern Stars in purchasing the Presbyterian Church, 
Arthur Sweet was W. M. An association was formed 
and a board of trustees set up to hold the property. 
After that eight years was spent in working on the 
building and making money to pay for the changes. 
Among the many things done to the building were 
these: removed the steeple, turned the building around 
from north to south to face east and west, raised the 
building, put in a basement, enlarged the building at 
both the front and back. put in a heating plant and 
electric lights. 


The places of meeting 


Those years were not easy years and each -Master 
drove himself and the craft to remodel the building 
and raise the money. Between eight and ten thousand 
dollars were raised and spent to finish the building 
into a Masonic Temple. Besides the Masons and East- 
ern Stars giving freely of their. time. and efforts, 
many gave money to the sum of over $1500.00. The 
balance was raised by selling real estate, dinners, 
home made rugs and quilts, baker goods and in 1924 a 
home-coming was staged on July 4th and 5th, 

After all this work and money the debt was still 
not liquidated ay the year 1921 drew to a close, To 
start u new year free of debts, Brother Gene Lee paid 
the balance outstanding and thys the debt was cleared. 

There was a sad note along with the happiness felt 
at this time becattse each could still reeall that on May 
17. 1921 Brother Manville T. Pike passed uway as a 
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result of injuries sustained while laboring on the 
Masonic Temple. 7 
During part of these sume years Worl-t War I 


was being fought. The lodge was represented by a 
share of its younger members. Of that number Brother 
Ralph Wright paid the supreme price on the battle- 
field in France July 19, 1918. The American Legion 
Post, that was in Gladwin after World War I, was nam- 
ed in honor of Brother Ralph Wright as he was the 
first soldier killed in action from Gladwin County. 
Again in World War II some of the members serv- 
ed in the Armed Forces. Most were fortunate in return- 


ing although some sustained injuries. But Brother 
Charles I. Webb died May 22, 1919 from his service 
disabilities, 


Althought the Masons and Eastern Stars worked 
long. hard and diligently to build their Masonic Temple, 
when it was done they forgot the most important thing. 
When Brother Gleason Halliwill was Worshipfrl 
Master our then most Worshipful Grand Master, Broth- 
er Joseph L. Hunter of Beaverton arrived at the Glad- 
win Masonic Temple on the afternoon of April 18, 1950. 
The most Worshipful Grand Master with his Grand 
Lodge officers then proceeded to right the omission of 
past years and dedicated the Temple -to Masonic usage. 


When reading the roll of membership of Gladwin 
Lodge No, 397 F. & A. M. you feel as if you were read- 
ing the roll of the professional and mercantile members 
of Gladwin. Among its members of the past and pres- 
ent, have been or are doctors. lawyers, bankers, drug- 
gists, merchants, judges, professional soldiers. tea- 
chers, postmasters, professors farmers, a state sena- 
tor, and a representative. And just as important to 
the craft have been the store’ clerks and day laborers. 

Since the first written record of Gladwin Lodge 
there have been 50 Past Masters to date. Many of the 
Worshipful Masters served more than one term with 
Brother Manville Pike serving seven times. Of this 
number 25 Past Masters stil: live. with Professor Floyd 
E. Armstrong's term the longest ago. Brother Arm- 
strong was first master in 1911, 

The lodge has taken time out to thank 
for his long. and faithful service. The first to receive 
the heartfelt gratitude of the Lodge was Brother 
Eugene Foster who in 1908 completed 10 years as treas- 
urer of the lodge. Many other brothers” have neld of- 
fices for many years on end. Again in 1950 it was felt 
those brothers who had worked for many years snould 
be honored. A secretary’s desk was presented. to the 
Lodge in the name of P. M. Richard J. Smith in honor 
of his 28 years as an officer of the Lodge, 26 as_secre- 
tary. At the same time other new furniture and fix- 
tures were presented in the names of Past Masters 
Willis E. Smtih, Willard Walton and Wellington Tresler. 


Enovgh time, has gone 
No. 397 F. & A. M. has kept records for sons wend 
grandsons of the members of the Lodge of 1890 to 
become of age and to become members, One family has 
had continuous membership in this lodge; Manville R. 
Pike has had someone in his family a member in good 
standing in this lodge from 1890 to the present. — Alto- 
gether, he and five others have signed the membership 
roll. Of the six, four have become Past Masters of the 
Gladwin Lodge. One or more of the four have been 
officers 56 of the 71 years that Gladwin Lodge has 
been functioning. 

Many others have served the Lodge us an officer 
from five to 15 years. Each has served because of his 
love and zeal for the craft. 


In the beginning there were ten members. 
year the 500th name _ will appear on the roll. 
thre are 175 members of which eleven are life nimbers 
and 26 have been 32 masons. (thirty seeond degree). 
The present officers are: Richard E. Behnke, Worshipful 
Master; Marvin L. Norton, Senior Warden; Ralph C. 
Richmond, Junior Warden; Gordon QO, Capling, Treas- 
urer; Norman A. Smith, Secretary; Robert Welch. 
Senior Deacon; H. Richard Valentine, Junio Deacon; 
Gleason E. Halliwill, Chaplain;  Lovis Hoffman, Mar- 
shal; Gean Ridley, Ted Smith. Earl Fisenhauer, Har- 
mon Hastings, Stewards; Ewald J. Voigt, Tiler, 


a brother 


by since Gladwin Lodge 


This 
Today. 


5 a a rie arash 
fi #0 phhvoat, fit bonis ‘eal 4 Bae 
Ye! Dei? . ae 
10 il ea he 
totter ny yn. its ‘verted, “ten ys 
wititd oat ‘ ena fing 3 
8 ye Pf on bhoy igh ont ue 
$47 vee ok ie et 


Lwwo Dd swiew! snort ADITS rf he 
Vie ered edt Yo Sioa i ee r 


“Nery il SMa. IO eseser ; 
youre wl werniah ‘Lentitens ont 
tylvies vid stort Ges £: yvelh froth ddo¥ 


; . Kell . 
hoxivan “ 12 Mivien” fin, afdzaw gr) iF ainisd 1 90 OY: nae eal he Prey eal 
wiqmoT von, viedd biad of HAnoetib f adacl ots GORT fader uD "dine fons to aepn 
unidt dactrone Snot) os JuyNOT Yat) ab ecw oF nay of Ss ins ierniy s6lity ot ash ody at beter 
Palqitw: iad cay APwailtalt rodsal)  gadiosG@ “ned / ii am bk “diaord Hous Ww tchesuT nog 


ear oe baad fy Twister dont mes ee i 


~bald wit) 1s Devine hoarowood To wn isthe humo oe Ob poate had 
G60) 21 livoA ho neowseatin. add a0 slamae f beg par ~eint eissi4o4 aft og sy tha 


faces) cit tin oteule Dae to RinetONy Beale. asi hy Hit Pon abe avd afore ; 
do oni ‘steve ont idee «! feliaesirq: rosy Seah Sabo. AGA Of Seri gia zew - oivne i awdied 
gir otceel! oF elquneT oth faesihbah Bid: 3 Bad Feiss; 

aiwhel) Lo gidatatom@im to How otis nAibana notlw ovad. ogbed Abwhntd - puitanep te 

“Bua vigw jy ‘ a jee} boy 4 A % a Fes wer a3 shut on) esw hrogse (Ed i Sneaeeee ti jar! TD 
audsis:d otltiaxison bn late stor aft to 103 ont oy 


Y “HO eBut ribletgy bro: sx yinuad aivhaly ’ 
“Fatq joa see Af Yo ets ipge’ 23! gront f, viel yo redso3g wd Seer «c HetiK no  spkea yinowalt 
“avih esas kewl aoteb) ata tp teed Sait 4350 nabes Y bie) solnwl Wy 4 af 
wa) astblog lemoteedory eget einai 8h Y “fend diae8ey SRY 63 egw ovum gaat fae 


eve 9thFt fh 74h) EOersIsy S1eieAnie Of (22809 Aver it ese 
oc tus Togs va ut BoA sonia iit FAIGoT & Debs ut =vil ange: a s9dunhe Yo Syst e0g? | 
modal yeh Ro vediet> ‘exretp ant abed etad 4 379 ond toh] mosey Asolo iiisg a ceeab cae ree 
vybot ittwhald To heuos' 2 dala : wae ony 17s divepuld oid avael 48 op:éiorrsy sot J A 
“fit toa viru hy gfe oo}. 21 bea ié Je! VG itjod fas 4 Srart rp osta baw Nui s7as8 th antic sf wee 2 int 
dit mest ao sine). vite. Bak tpdagle aig de 70 W ad yor? itis agbod siobrh) ons mosk at 
aii? YO. .aaieit nover | Gnivteg. ST shiva, ioedsord Exiiel We 4 rie¥0 y 
bYeNd. togerowd ATi veg Ihe gasteete Sead ge ge magitt Pa WE TOR ott oghod mit Tlewhi> ane . 


“mA wdint .o_e iwdyrcl, ead may . sadewdedit 3 

PIBt Sm asteanr 3 pat ey | ents 
veliowd 2 Unad? of tuo, sont Ryd sat. siho! ae . | 
sviozet of jetit oAT 9 ontyene THe) oR  qureh did ant 6 
297! twa whi Sulo 1 { ay ye ay #ii bi Pett oho add floyd yoo este na aR fri ht Nn Ji038 x m aw 


(to itiw viet of polestityel io atamneoiey a 
tot on 03 = norabvas as sylol west & ‘Qa 


“tout es esaee 0: hotsluinaa BURT 1! Oty coteeD enwiG Ne | seyo8D ssareld ah Aner 5 om 

to bie evar 4 nBI9% d danig oitare ae hol sk Fe tot “iat seallil enee iit A 4 Wied as 

Wat cnw % CCM vi alogA Das no etry eel apt aooit oa) nebldh doom aol blanc gees 

blues ercag Yana 401 be dyow Bal ody a tottond seo “SVU “Oeyed aunt dene. De ae Mh ; 

347 62 | witigpetag al Jeb Bwiatoioss A Bvronoii 4 wo. Bi. 
voted at litind .L sisi pe bo vets GBs nk vatiod “91 ad tad Aiaey jamiinign bee ee tout. 
“vione sn 95 ayhol wit Lo Tabi bs 40 eisey FR eid Yo 1EOY dL IMoiguowdt grdeielh ott pd rovigy b a be 
“xP ine oat wor velo emit ening 3d2 4A) rot bits re ibaati 4 dled oF nian defects hee at 
motes 2.9 te sofa ses At Delasesiy Sue e903 Syoxd2 “elgWe O65 te: ‘okend ade ao ts 


AgleerT motyiile! bro rode We bs lliW Wiha Weil oi? Hint > bolity syhaw otf O101 7 ; 
Abaseo Teh ajxdeged 9? “YWnikedotag nt fags 


wn! aivet: . hat: Cae : 
wehe.t minty wonieé dosing earl aba “Gea - hor 16 au aonteoer: ne Th WW ane ol 
BAS SAE HOT OONIER, TaN” ae | dS Rare meer sds Both ed tar tee wueteuitd be 
a? Ofnt Yo sehot git te eiaeroiy ate ta Bhaghiiayy 


' : bi ate tye} “Gy nistiawy Hf Spann er eiy Ie 
eon YSrant gh etedingin Geese it fe ono 3 Gutoned J 


ALL Sk Tie. Ort 1h ety od ~ ram tia 
Se yliwnbit, veghol clay ni) qieradinsnse SPURL) ean yiaw - gitehtivd ety Of shah egnids yun 
foay rt yedimeus 2 ghia? eit ai ss0tmed Dad ea aid bi nh “wiblige: oy Beni sate Ad - 
onl” innnetg, of “st OlAt) inet oyhol sid? al anibrate ont feaiss Jes fnre jane gout oF, ioe i 
giterulmars of (aoryis AY RAS TBs ag0il tine of Cea 6 petbliod ag3 be gyzine nea a 
oA) “70: eats IL seed omit Bilan! Ings eis ent FC . os bie ingly anfaed. 2 ni hig ond 


nned syd naY one vi *s0ne Nh Oats *.ow dot Gti oes y 
as hos merbul 94) enday 10, cold oo G6 eteatia 
. : 7 : “Shimoony nas sett pase bos Bsws ae for e 
tevitiv guar aAgdod ads re avant wrgilroa wapit aitiya” silt iohomo7 ou) Shey 
at ‘ i sist hos Or ahs iis TRO Ee TL avit, mow waded) cot iad tAgis asowse8 . 
Har» sud.tor Insy Sri) ovo! OID ind: vl) dent ot trea” 

¥ ~dtud bre enonsM. sdz eghiantl 
ett Vidi wehs 94s. acta'y: vyantt adinury ot of tis aban ite maT. 6 Srpsti. tea 
gebotT Alloy On) fa Lvs ew > orate gs 9 LAS att | ORTOEL? 4 7es ho he 


radia gt ey syale doy, ‘Yo etedinend ity Mab ra 3883 
A9%i gel biesce a7 iss 7.7 oH Mer hi ty * Hest 84 Gn. He. brn, 
wget!) orittaet 3A isang 2 Sh sieoiihe darakedy ue 
3 dled jrsbaal? ane?” pode val Reouel! saoteaN. 
tmil griiaes nabs i rota ait vu ‘bitin 
dia iio sernsarben lita ok “noe yh 
aysenult soll ‘utisneley hadi oP», 1 frag oy 
wate at nite! Ls § ee. 1 “pn iaal par: ‘ uy i 
1H omaineett bat nga dwt hie 
wT ayy) A iat fang 


wibanih eo tao 2 
& ¢Set, mt batk 


ari i box! aa 


Pee ee ee a oe lubed ‘at Ae 5 


Leo Campbell at 16 years of age as she looked when 
she first came. to Beaverton. 
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Aunt Ellen Fraser, first white woman in Beaverton 
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The first postoffice, Ada E. Campbell is the woman 
on the right, 1893. 


Beaverton’s 1st Presbyterian Church October 22, 1896 
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Donald Gunn Ross Sr. 


Minnesota. 


Donald Ross, youngest son 


George Ross, older brother, died 
i in’ Duluth, 
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Cube and Jim, the team that put the engine back on 
the track, hauling the large logs cut from the tall forests. 


Ronald Ross at age 65 


(original Ross family) 


William: Ross, first Mayor and 
first. Postmaster of Beaverton 
(never married). 
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A GROSS STORY 


Beaverton, Michigan 


As told by Velma Ross Damoth 


For various reasons. settlers came to Canada and 
the United States from the British Isles. Perhaps the 
first reasons were to escape the repressions and enor- 
mous taxes and to have land of their own where they 
could beild homes and bring up their families. Among 
those to come from the Highlands of Scotland were 
such names as Cameron, Campbell, Bruce, Gunn, Gor- 
don, Fraser, Ross, ete., and it was in 18386 that Donald 
Gunn Ross came with his parents George and Margaret 
Gunn Ross and their children to the Province of On- 
tario, Canada. In Thorah Township onthe edge of Bea- 
verton, on Lake Simcoe there has been a “Ross Farm” 
for five generations. Replacing the former log dwell- 
ings (with thatched roofs) the stone house Donald G. 
Ross built still stands, also his father, George Ross, is 


accredited with drawing the first load of building 
stone for the Old Stone Church (a hstorical site in 
Beaverton). The marriage of Donald G. Ross and Re- 


becca Fraser was blessed with five sons and two daugh- 
ters. The oldest son, George was born December 25, 
1853, Alexander was born September 19, 1856, William, 
June 23, 1859, Johannah, November 13, 1861, Ronald, 
October 1, 1864, Donald April 1, 1866, Rebecca October 
1, 1868. 

When Rebecca was only 12 days old her mother 
died. The following is an excerpt from the obituary of 
Miss Ellen Fraser (as prepared by Rey. A. J. Preston, 


then pastor of the Presbyterian Church, Beaverton, 
Michigan). 

“Miss Ellen Fraser, the fifth daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Alexander Fraser, was born in Beaverton, 


Canada in 1842, deprted this life after a brief illness 
at her home in Beaverton, Michigan, January 25, 1928. 

In her young womanhood she took upon herself 
the care of the younger. members of the family of 
her brother-in-law, Donald G. Ross, when his wife 
passed away in 1868, one child being but 12 days of 
age. 

She came to Michigan with the Ross family in 
1880, locating in the midst of lumbering interests in 
Clare County. In 1889 they moved to this locality be- 
fore other than a lumber camp existed here. She being 
at that time the only white woman in the place. She 
has been known to most of Beaverton inhabitants as 
“Aunt Ellen”. 

Miss Fraser has seen during her life in this vicin- 
ity the tragedes and transitions days when this section 
passed from timber cutting, lumber camps, and saw 
mills to agricultural pursuits. 


“Aunt Ellen” was always the friend of the way- 
farer. In her younger days, her home was opened to 
all comers needing a nights lodging, something to eat 
or information. 

Her parents being natives of Scotland, it is nat- 
ural enough that her faith would be that of Presbyter- 
ianism. She has been a faithful member of this church 
_ for many years. She has seen her pioneer friends pass 

and made new friends that are now called to mourn 
her departure. 

On the 16th day of this month (January) her bro- 
ther John, the only remaining nearest of kin, died at 
Sand Point, Idaho.” 

Note: John Fraser and his 
ters and two sons came to Michigan from Canada at 
the same time the Ross family came, in early years 
here they lived in the house directly across the street 
from “Aunt Ellen’s” where Mr. and Mrs. Harley Quel- 
let now live. Later they moved to Laclede, Idaho. . 

When the Donald Gunn Ross family came to Clare 
county (George, the older son had married Jessie 
Campbell and their fovr children, Georgia, Josephine, 
Alexander and Christine, were’ born in Canada) two 
others came to Michigan with them, George Dietz 
(who was German) and John Fitzgerald (Irish). These 
reo worked for and with the Rosses and lived at “Aunt 


wife and four daugh- 
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Ellen’s” for-the rest of their lives. George Deitz and 
Donald Ross (the youngest son) were the first to 
come to what is now Beaverton, Michigan. They came 
to “scout the timber” two years’ before the family 
moved here, they pitched a tent at the “Spring,” half 
way down the hill along side where the east wall of 
the Nazarene Church now stands. Both were seventeen 
years old at that time. 

Johanna, the oldest daughter, died in 1882 and 
was taken back to Canada for burial, beside her mo- 
ther, in the old Stone Church Cemetery. Alexander 
(next to the oldest son) died in 1889 and is buried in, 
Cherry Grove Cemetery, Clare, Michigan. It was in 
that year that the family moved to Beaverton. .. In 
August of 1946 (nine months before his death in May 
1947) Ronald Ross wrote the following to Mr. T. 
Chester Mahar, then regional manager of the Michigan 
Bell Telephone Co. for this district; 

“In answer to your request for some data con- 
cerning the early history of Beaverton, I herewith 
submit the facts of its beginning and progress; 

In the Fall of 1889 my younger brother and I 
came to Beaverton. We made a contract with the Pere 
Marquette Railroad Company to ship a certain num- 
ber of cars of manufactured product per year. They 
were to build a certain number of miles of the then 
uncompleted railroad from Coleman to Beaverton to- 
gether with all other equipment in the way of side 
tracks and switching facilities necessary to the manu- 
facture of all kinds of lumber and other commodities 
which all went to make up carloads, of freight shipped 
by us from this point. 

The first Plat of Beaverton was made in 1892 and 
it was incorporated as a village. About five years 
later it was changed from a village to a city. The rea- 
son for this was on account of the Town-line between 
Beaverton and Tobacco townships running through the 
center of the town. The township officers in-those two 
tonwships, especially at every election, made it~ so 
tough for the iittle town that was then getting started, 
that they worked both ends and the middle against ev- 
erything the village would try to do. After getting it 
incorporated into a city, we had no further trouble. 
We went along independent of the townships. 


In selecting a name for the town, on account of 
the four rivers here, it was called Grand Forks— This 
name was submitted to the United States Post Office 
Department but they said, due to Grand Forks, Da- 
kota, they thought some other name should be used to 
avoid confusion and asked that a list of names be sent 
in. This was done and the name of Beaverion 
selected by the Post Office Department. 

About the first thing Ross Brothers did was to 
build a dam, to make a pond to float logs and timber 
tor three different mills we built and operated (some 
of them were in operation night and day). The Ross 
Brothers shipped thousands of cars of products, much 
more than the railroad company ever thought we could 
do. Later on, other mills started -up but they were on 
a much smaller scale. When it came to train service we 
had the “Green Light” on all the other towns any- 
where around here. There were times when we had as 
many as two and three trains ‘lay over’ in Beaverton 
at night as well as daily train service. 

At the time the railroad made the contract for the 
timber, they had no idea it would ever be a good agri- 
cultural country and nothing was mentioned about 
this. But later, it proved, when the timber was pretty 
well gone, to be exceptionally good and likewise, large 
quantities of grain and farm commodities were ship- 
ped ovt over that same railroad. 

Before the domestic electric refrigerator came to 
be so generally in use, on account of the favorable ice 
conditions on the pond here, thousands of cars of nat- 
ural ice were loaded and shipped out to Saginaw and 
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other towns to the south. The cutting and_ loading 
equipment had a capacity of 40 to 50 cars per day. : 

Later when the ice business was over, the oil 
boom came. The vil companies built loading equipment 
so that 100 to 150 tank cars of oil could be loaded and 
shipped out daily. Of course, this business did not last 
so long—only until such time as the oil companies 
could get their pipe lines built to carry the oil to ter- 
-minals where it could be refined. + 

Many ovtstanding incidents have occurred during 
these years but there is one, I feel more worthy of 
mention than the rest. It happened when’ the lumber 
business was at its peak and mills were operated day 
and night. It was the custom of the train crews that 
laid over here, to sleep in the early part of the night 
und have their watchman call them about 3:00 or 4:00 
a. m. to start switching out the cars, that were load- 
ing during the night. We were noted for having some 
of the largest and best pulling horses obtainable, on 
account of the work they had to do. Many times they 
had to switch out the loaded cars when the train crew 
was not there to do it. One morning while the crew 
was switching ovt the loaded cars and making up their 
train, they had the misfortune of getting one pair of 
the “drivers” of the big Mogul Engine off the track 
which was on a very sharp curve. After trying for 
nearly two hours to get them back on,they finally 
got them all off. The crew abandoned the engine and 
started for the depot to wire Saginaw for a wrecker 
to help them out. On the way up, I happened to meet 
the crew and they informed me about their trouble. 
Mr. Al Thompson, an exceptionally good railroad man, 
was conductor of the train. I suggested to him that we 
go back down so [ covld see how things looked, that 
perhaps I could help them out of their trouble and 
save the time of getting a wrecker. He said that was 
o.k. with him and they all went back with me. Once 
there, I saw there were no broken spikes nor spread- 
ing rails and J felt sure we could ‘“‘put her back on the 
track’. I told Mr. Thompson, if he could take iwo or 
threes of his men and go up to the barn where we kept 
the equipment and tell the farm-boss to give him the 
necessary “block and line and anchor chains” that I 
would go and get the big pair of horses we were then 
using’ on a dump-cart. The engineer said he would “bet 
the engine against the pair of horses, that we couldn’t 
move it.’ I told him “not to be too sure, that he might 
lose his engine.” In about thirty minutes after they 
arrived with the equipment, and with the horses, we 
had all six pairs of “drivers’’ of the engine, back on the 
track. The crew finished their switching and got the 
train out on time. When they got to Coleman. they re- 
ported about their trouble to the dispatcher in Sagi- 
naw. When the officials learned of it, they lost no 
time in coming to Beaverton in their private car to 
take a look at the horses that could put that engine 
back on the track in so short a time. 


We built and owned the first telephone line com- 
ing from Coleman to Beaverton. It was a grounded 
line."At that time the Michigan Bell Telephone Com- 
pany was like a new born babe, since then it has be- 


come one of the greatest friends of humanity. The 
telephone company shortly thereafter, replaced the 
grounded line with a metallic line and continued to 
operate. 


Later, when the lumber business was finished, we 
developed the water power to its capacity. In about 
1928 we (Ross Brothers) sold out the water-power 
plant and system to the Consumers Power Company 
and a few years later we sold the telephone business, 
which we had built up over a period of years, to the 
Michigan Bell Telephone Company. 

Now that the seven miles of gravel on the south 
end of M-18, between North Bradley and the Gladwin 
County line, is to be replaced with concrete, this fine 
highway will be a great boon to both Beaverton and 
Gladwin. It will be worth millions to Gladwin County, 
which contains a great many lakes and rivers. 

Note: Ronald Ross, last survivor of the Ross Bro- 
thers, died May 3, 1947 and is buried in Cherry Grove 
Cemetery, Clave, Michigan. 

In 1802 when Beaverton 


Was incorporated us a 


36 


village, Donuld Ross (youngest brother) sold out his 
interests and joined George Ross (oldest brother, who 
also sold his interests here) in lumbering operations in 
the Upper Peninsula, so that Ronald Ross and Will- 
iam Ross were the “Ross Brothers" of Beaverton. 
They and their father, Donald Gunn Ross, lived here 
all of their lives, and Donald G. Ross Sr. held patents 
on much of the mill and other operational machinery. 

Since the beginning of Beaverton, Michigan, there 
has always bee a “D. G. Ross Farm” here, comprised of 
180 arces, being the North east quarter of Section 7, 
Tobacco Township. 

The Manitoba Maples and orchard trees were 
mostly brought from Canada and it was considered 
one of the best and most productive farms in Gladwin 
County, it adjoins Riverside Addition of the Original 
Plat of Beaverton, and the brildings there were the 
first to be wired for electricity on the east side of the 
river. However, none of the family freally lived there 
until the year 1913. The Anthony Bolin family moved 
there in about 1896, they had two daughters and two 
sons at the time, and their two younger daughters 
were born during the ten years they lived there. The 
John Neville family, who came from West Virginia, 
lived there a number of years, when they with their 
family of nine (two of the older girls had married and 


still live in Michigan) moved to Ohio, the Charles 
Smith family moved to the Ross Farm, until the 
younger brother, Donald Ross, and his family came 


back and settled there permanently. After leaving 
Beaverton in 1892, he and his older brother had lum- 
bering operations, a general store, ete, in Spalding, 
Michigan, and were known as Ross Brothers there and 
two older children, Margaret and Donald, were’ born 
there. In 1908 they returned to Beaverton and lived for 
three years in a house on East Knox Street, where 
their youngest son Walter was born. In 1911 Donald 
again joined his brother in lumbering operations in 
Minnesota. Returning to Beaverton in 1913, he op- 
erated the ‘‘Farm”, was active in the Presbyterian 
Chureh and was much liked and respected. A younger 
daughter, Marian was born there. He passed away 
October 29, 1917 and is buried in Lakeside Cemetery, 
Beaverton. His widow still lives there and the older 
son, Donald G. Ross (third), operates the farm as a 
dairy farm. None of the property has been sold until 
the past few years, a portion of the acreage on Glidden 
Road and Campbell streets, has been platted and a few 
residences. constructed there. 


Angus Alexander Campbell (brother of Jessie 
Campbell, later Mrs George Ross) was born in Beaver- 
ton, Ontario, April 10, 1845. He was among tne youngest 
of eight children (six were girls and he had one bro- 
ther) his forbears having arrived from the Highlands 
of Scotland at about the same time 
Ross clan. During the early part of his life he sailed 
as mate on steam vessels on the Great Lakes. On the 
7th of June, 1875, he was united in marriage with Ada 
Eleanora Shurtilief, and a daughter, Leoneal Margaret 
Campbell, was born to them on June 24, 1876. In 1877 
he went to Fife Lake, Michigan and became foreman fur 
R. G. Peters who had his lumber camps _ near there. 
Later he went into business for himself in Fife Lake 
and continued until his death April 29, 1889. 

In 1892, when Leo Campbell graduated from the 
Academy of Angels (Traverse City), Ada E. Campbell 
and her daughter moved to Beaverton... Mrs. Campbell 
worked in the Post Office under William Ross (the 
first postmaster in Beaverton). Later she was com- 
missioned by the government as first Postmistress and 
served in this capacity for twenty-four years. She was 
very active in the Presbyterian Church and organized 
the Presbyterian Ladies Aid, of which she was presi- 
dent until the day of her death in 1916. 

November 9, 1893, Leoneal Margaret Campbell was 
united in marriage with Ronald Ross, two years later 
on November 9, 1895, a daughter Velma Leo Ross was 
born to this union. Leo Ross was also active in the 
Presbyterian Church and during her entire life in 
Beaverton was active in the business until her death, 
which was October 29, 1937. She is buried. in Clare 
Cemetery, 
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Logging days in Beaverton 1895 
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Some of Beaverton’s old timers “icing” roads to make hauling easier. 
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William Ross in his later years traveled for the 
U.S. Bridpe and Culvert Company of Bay City, Michi- 
gan. He died in September of 1938 and is buried in 
Cherry Grove Cemetery, Clare, Michigan. His niece, 
Velma- Ross Damoth, having lived in Clare from 19386 
to 1955, now resides on a wooded tract of 120 acres 
Which she inherited from him, three miles west of 
Beaverton, on the Clare-Beaverton Highway. Donald 
Gunn Ross Sr. died August 3, 1907 and is also buried in 
Clare Cemetery. 

I remember: 

When the old “Blue Depot” two blocks south of the 
Methodist Church was still in existence. 

i When “Taylor’s Drugstore” stood on the 
“ where Clifford Hund lives. (West Brown Street). 

When Dann’s residence and the Clarion Printing 
Office, was where Effa Hunter’s house is now. And 
what good bread Art Dann’s mother used to make and 
how it tasted, if we were lucky enough to be there on 
baking day. 

How the pictures used to sway to the music, when 
dancing in the old Opera House, on the 2nd floor of 
the building where Hall Lumber Company is now. 

How thrilled I was when Walter Stroman (once a 
beau of Grace Hunter’s) helped me down the steep 
bank (by the present elevator) and strapped on my 
skates. In summer he drove a frisky horse and had a 
shiny, rubber-tired rig. 3 

How Octave Vanest came over from Gladwin and 
stayed at Aunt Ellen’s to help get the light and tele- 
phone system going after the dynamite blew up. Brok- 
en glass and debris was two inches thick, all over the 
walks. How the Glidden Livery Barn (where Gaylord 
Brown’s Building is) looked like a picket fence with 
just about every board blown off. The hvge hole in 
the south wall of what had been Ross Brothers Store 
(then owned by White and Himelhoch) a role of fence- 
wire was blown trough it and just missed Mr. White’s 
head as he was checking to see if the steel vault was 
shut tight. 

Our house, where every window was smashed and 
the wall telephone blown against the opposite wall. 
My grandmother was in the yard and blazing brick 
just missed her head by inches. That’s where the Frank 
Johnson’s live now. 


site 


SECORD — AS I REMEMBER IT 
By Florence Kinyon Seltz 


A few weeks after my thirteenth birthday, in 
the year 1905, my parents who had decided to settle in 
Northern Michigan, left our Indiana home to drive 
overland to Alger, Michigan, where there was state 
homestead land. 

With a heavily laden wagon and light team our 
progress was slow. After about ten days of driving 
through country not so much different than we knew 
in Indiana, we were ill-prepared as we left Coleman 
to strike a corduroy road. This we followed to Beav- 
erton then on to Gladwin, up the Riley Hill and last, 
by trails to the Tittabawassee River. The house of 
Marvel Secord stood, where an old frame house stands 
today, on the west bank of the river. There were no 
other houses .in sight. Here we forded the river and 
climbed the steep bank on the other side. About a half 
mile along the bank we met a group of people who 
had been huckleberrying. They were Mrs. Myrt En- 
sign, daughter Ella, step-daughter Elizabeth, Mrs. 
Nester and daughter Susan, They told vs to follow 
the trail and we did and arrived at the home of Myrt 
Ensign. There we were told that the roads north and 
east. of that point were impassable at this time of 


the year. We decided to rest a day and look the coun-. 


try over, 

There was at that time four settlers in the east 
half of Gladwin Township that was later set aside as 
Secord Township. 

At the river lived the widow. of Mr. Secord, about 


Jl 


a half mile south the Secord’s daughter and family, 
Mr. and ‘Mrs. Bob Huckaday. About ‘a mile east of 
the river lived the family of Mr. and Mrs. Joe Spillers. 


About four miles northeast of the Spillers, as the 
crow flies, was the Ensign place. 
My parents decided this was good land so we 


stayed and purchased the eighty north 
Where Vernon Seltz resides today. 

There was little water in those days except shal- 
low dug wells. Myrt Ensign had a well drilled that 
fall and for the first time in many months we had 
good, cold water. That same fall Gladwin Township 
built the Secord bridge so we no longer had to ford 
the river. Tor the necessities we drove out to the Me- 
Clure Store. Glea David’s father had a store and post- 
office there. It was a long and tiresome trip and we 
were lucky to get our mail once in two weeks. 

There were no schools yet but with ten children 
you could form a district. One was formed at Secord 
for the Hockaday and Spiller children. The first offi- 
cers were Mr. and Mrs. Spillers and Bill Trellinger, a 
bachelor who had settled there that winter. They. kept 
school three months (November, December and Jan- 
uary) in a small shanty on the exst bank of the 
river. Candace Proctor was the teacher. 

Later that same year another district was formed 
in what is called Elm Grove. The Card family, with 
six children, had moved into the area from Midland 
and a widower with three young daughters had come 
up from Indiana. 

A small shanty (12x16) was built 
west corner of the Ensign place. (A survey the next 
summer showed this building to be on my parents 
farm). They leased an acre for school as construction 
on the permanent school building was well along. The 
first winter, school kept for three months (February, 
March and April) in the shanty. There were six Card 


of Ensigns 


on the north- 


children, two Ensigns, three Beatty and three Kin- 
yons. Their first teacher was Candace Proctor. The 
first school officers were George Kinyon, director, 


Myrt Ensign, treasurer and Charles Card, moderator. 


Our first real road was laid out the next summer. 
It was a half-mile of road between south half section 


23 and 24. 

Two new families moved’ in, Jesse Hollenbecks 
and Bill Farrow, who settled on Black Creek. Jesse 
Hollenbeck had a saw mill, and Bill Farrow was a 
blacksmith. 


A school was built on the west bank of the Tit- 
tabawassee by the Secord District to replace their 
temporary building. Ida Bellinger was the teacher 
for the first year. 

In the summer of 1908 many acres burned. Fire 
burned slowly through the virgin timber that had 
escaped the earlier fire of 1880. Smoky haze covered 
the land from early July until October of that year 
and we never saw the sun in the morning until after 
ten o’clock. 

About this time Herman Ripkie bought the Se- 
cord place. He had come from Ohio and here he be- 
came a real estate salesman for the McClure-Stevens 
Land Company. 

Many settlers, the Jungmans, 
others came now. 

A Lutheran Church was built on the east bank of 
the river and an advertisementinthe Lutheran church 
paper brought in many settlers from Huron County. 
The Langs, Woods, Kalf, Seltz, Brveggeman, and 
Shadd families were among those who came. 

Soon in 1912 the township of Secord was set asid 


from Gladwin. Herman Repkee was the first Supervi- 


the Searfosses and 


sor, Fred Jungman, treasurer, and George. Zernstoff 
the clerk. 
The first mail was brought into Secord to the 


home of Herman Repkee who was the postmaster. 

My parents, the Kinyons, sold their place and we 
moved to Oklahoma for three years. When we re- 
turned we settled in what is now Grim Township, 

Meantime, things had progressed greatly in Se- 
cord. More settlers moved in and a few left. The 
Hockaday family sold out to Walter Menzel, who still 
lives on the place. 
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The postoffice was moved to the Joe Nester place 
in Elm Grove. Now the Goodens, the Goldens, Den- 
mans, Cronks, Sampsons, and many others, came. | 

Mr. Wixom began to plan-his dams on the Titta- 
bawassee. The Secord Dam was built in 1925. 

Fred Boman purchased the 160 acres adjacent to 
the dam and that was the beginning of the resort area 
of today. First there were just campers, then a few 
small cottages and a store. 5 

In 193 the excitement of the oil boom in the 
county reached into Secord and there was much specu- 
lation and some drilling. But this event left us neither 
richer nor poorer. 

Today, after 56 years I find we have much progress 
to be thankful for. We have good wells, good roads, 
much good land, if anyone wishes to farm, and a good 
resort business.. Our schools are consolidated with 
Gladwin. We have Rural Free Delivery that covers 
the township. The old Lutheran church sold to the 
Baptists, has been moved into Elm Grove. We have 
electricity and telephones. 

All in all, Mr. Secord 
place. ! 

The foregoing would not be complete without the 
names of the following early settlers: 

The Rudy Taylors, Harry Cady, Dell Jeffery, Pol- 
zien, Garbers, Clayfut, Joe Bosley, Dan LaBean 
Jaynes, Hulwicks, Charlie Quinter, Kalmbaergh Bro- 
thers, David Hanilin, William Kerr, Ridge Armstrong, 
and the Conrads. This brings the list down to the 
early 20’s as well as I remember. 

The first school built in Elm Grove burned about 
1916 and the present school was built on the corner 
of Section 13. Saye } 

The last Indian to live in the township was Chick- 
em. The Indian cemetery is in Sheridan township, 
southwestern corner. Indians used to come for meet- 
ings. 


would never recognize the 


LYLE COMMUNITY 


It is interesting to note that the first land deed 
recorded for this community is from the state of 
Michigan to the St. Mary’s Ship Canal Company and 
is dated May 25, 1855. Obviously the state helped pay 
for the canal with land. There followed a series of 
owners—people from Detroit and Saginaw _ and other 
places. The Flint and Pere Marquette Railroad Com- 
pany obtained its right-of-way in 1888 and soon after 
that Aaron T. Bliss of Saginaw (and governor of 
Michigan from 1900 to 1904) established a saw mill 
and lumber camp here, obtaining land in 1892. In 
1904 he sold some of the land to Fred Drake. } 

The lumber company’s office was in a log build- 
ing and the mess hall was another log building on 
what is now the Soldan property. 


Mrs. Viola Bluntschley of Beaverton lived with 
her parents on what was formerly the L. B. Lewis 
farm and is now’ the Wilkinson place. Her father, 
James Ziegler, built a house there. She recalls the 
lumbering days when there were dense woods’. and 
few roads. 

Mr. Drake built the house which is now the 
Soldan residence in 1907 or 1908. There was a store 
in part of the building and also a post office. The 


lumber camp was called Halfway. (It was about half- 
way between Beaverton and the railroad.) Since there 
was another Halfway post office in Michigan, an- 
other mame had to be chosen. Mr. Drake named it 
Lyle after his daughter . 

Apparently the store and post office were short 
lived, The Drake family left and a number of fam- 
ilies occupied the house, some of them until they got 
their own built. 

In January 1919, Austin Fowler bought the prop- 
erty and opened a store. Lyle was a flag station and 
the merchandise was dropped from the train in front 
of the store. Cream and eges were — also shipped to 
Coleman by rail. 

In May 920, Mr. the store to LL. V. 


Fowler sold 


C—O ee 


BS 


Soldan, who operated it for ten years. By that time 
everybody had cars and a country sture wasn’t in it 
any more—at least not one on a railroad instead of 
on a main highway. 

In the early 1920’s many sugar beets 
in this country. There were two beet weighing sta- 
tions at the Lyle crossing. One year there were. so 
many beets that they were still being loaded on cars 
the second week in January. Potatoes were also ship- 
ped from there. The railroad was taken up in 1943. 

The Lyle Evangelical Cherch was built in 1922. 

The first Lyle school house was a small framo 
building across the railroad track from the store. The 
first teacher was Harold Brazee. Other early teach- 
ers were Ada Vorse (Mahoney) and Hulda Foster 
(Kitchen). 

In 1910 a cement block school building was erect- 
ed on the corner. Included among the teachers were: 
Grace Brubaker 1913-1914, Nellie Montgomery 191.- 
1915, Erma Arnold 1915-1916, May Bowlby 1916-1917, 
Cleo Leitner 1917-1918, Lela’ Leitner 1918-1919, Edna 
Evans 1919-1920, Emma_ Soldan 1920-1922, = Lillian 
Soldan (Early) 1922-1923, Nina Morris (Fowler) 1923- 
1925, Emma Soldan 1925-1928, Agnes Cronin (Geer) 
1928-1929. 

In 1929 it was consolidated with the other Beay- 
erton township schools forming the Beaverton Rural 
Agricultural School. The building was converted into a 
residence by Henry Patteen and is now owned and oc- 
cupied by the Gilbert Hall family. Officers of the 
Lyle school included Leonard B. Lewis, Arthur B. 
Cole, A.C. Po Evans, A. °L. Smith, Milo Roberts and 
Lye VicSoldan: 

One of the first permanent settlers was James 
Cohoon, who came with his family from Missouri in 
1908. This place is now owned by Gay Cohoon. 

In 1913 the Lije Holyeross, Frank Grant and 
John Conklin families came from Ohio. Zack Holy- 
cross lives on the Holycross homestead. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Oberloier and family 
from Cleveland and settled on their farm 
the same time. Their son William lives there 
runs _a machine shop. 

The Arthur Cole family came here in: 
1914. They moved to Midland in 1946. : 

_In_ 1914 the A. C. P. Evans family 
Ohio. They still occupy the same farm. 

j The Milo Roberts family came from 
Michigan in 1915. Ray and Carl Roberts 
residents here. 

At this time most of the residents 
where and are part-time farmers. 
are Zack Holycross and A. C. P. 


were grown 
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southern 
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work else- 
Full time farmers 
and Morris Evans. 


HISTORY OF SKEELS 


Skeels is located halfway 
Houghton Lake on \-18. 
and Houghton Lake State 
settled it was 
Meredith. 

The first settler on 


between Gladwin and 
(It used to be the Midland 
te Road in 1888). When first 
a lumbering town which grew out of 


one of the four corners that 
now make up Skeels was Peter Tressler who moved 
here In 1887. His son, Wellington, started a gas sta- 
tion on the corner and is still owned and run by his 
wife and son. Mr. Skeels came next and settled on the 
northwest corner in 1888. In LSOT Nr. Cassiday mov- 
ed to Skeels and built: on the northeast corner, Mr. 
Jessie Sines settled on the Southeast corner in 1890. 
The mtd three 7 were veterans of the Civil War. 
Skeels receive its mail through th edi 
Post Office until 1892, when the Fhe a bad 
moved from Meredith. Mr. Skeels, being a war Vveter- 
an, was lucky enough through the Post Office Depart- 


ment of the United States to get a Post Offi 

: : F ce at 
Skeels, Which was located in Mr. Skeels’ log house 
that being the reason for its name Skeels. The mai! 


Was carried three years by two 15-year-old boys, John- 
nie Skeels and Floyd Sines, who made the trip twice a 
week on foot, a distance of 13 To- 


miles one way, 
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ward the end of the two years when Floyd was carry- 
ing the mail on bicycle, he came to what was known as 
the Black Swamp, halfway between Skeels and Glad- 
win. He was just in the edge of the swamp, going 
down a little hill very quietly,( when a bear jumped 
out in the road so close to him that the pedal of the 
bicycle hit- the bear, They were both so scared that the 
bear ran into the woods on the other side of the road 
-and Floyd went down the road as fast as he could. 


The next three years Mr. Skeels carried the mail 
from Gladwin to Skeels, three times a week with a 
lumber wagon and ox team. The next mail carrier was 
William Arbuckle who carried it four years with 
horse and buggy. The rest of the time until 1912 it 
was carried by a new settler, Mr. Fred Devans. In 
1912. the government started a rural route, and took 
the Post Office out. 


also in Mr. Skeels’ log house 
and was opened in 1892. Mr. John Nash came _ to 
Skeels in 1899 and had a little store in his house to 
help supply the four lumber camps, within a radius of 
four miles. All were owned by Ross Brothers of Beav- 
erton, one was located two miles west of Skeels and 
operated by Patrick H. Foran, another one was one 
and a half miles north of Skeels and operated by ix. 
Glidden, another, three miles north of Skeels and op- 
erated by John Sharkey. The other was two miles 


The first store was 


southeast on the State road and operated by Peter 
Ladd and Charles Greger. 
The logs were floated down the North and 


Middle branches of the Cedar River to Saginaw. Both 
rivers had several large dams along the streams, for 
floating the logs. Elmer Cassiday, Edwin and John 
Nash owned and operated a saw mill near Skeels for 
a number of years. In 1901 they bought the first com- 
munity threshing machine on the day President Will- 
iam McKinley was assinated. At present most of the 
farmers have their own combines and silo fillers. In 
1909 Don Waeiss who lived three-quarters of a mile 
east of Skeels built the first basement barn. They 
also had a large stone house. The following year, 1910, 
John Nash built the second basement barn and has 
since added a large addition to it, and built a large 
cement house. Mr. Nash still lives here with his son 
Frank, who owns’ and operates the farm. He raises 
Corriedale sheep and has a dairy herd. Mr. Nash has 
two other sons living within two miles, Ervin and 
Samuel, but they are in different townships. A store 
was built in 1912 -on the northeast corner by Albert 
Warren. It changed hands different times. Warren 
sold to Charles Horton, then Charles Snover bought it 
and in 1941 sold to Herman Yoesting, then Harry 
Cooper bought it and operated it for several years. At 
present there is no store. In 1923 Wellington Tressler 
erected a Sinclair Gas Station on the southwest corner. 
It is still in operation. 


In 1945 Earl Greaves built a garage and machine 
shop just south of Skeels on the Sines farm, now own- 
ed by Ervin Willis Sr. Mike Adams, who lives one- 
half mile north of Skeels, still owns a small saw mill 
and does custom sawing for neighbors. The school is 
on the southeast corner, before consolidation it was 
equipped with electricity, modern toilets and an oil 
furnace. It was built in 1905 by William Nash. The 
flag pole was raised in 1910. In 1892 a Baptist minis- 
ter, Isaac Smallwood, a Civil War Veteran, came to 
Skeels and organized a Baptist Sunday School class 
in’ the log school house one-half mile east of Skeels. 
In 1895 he dedicated the first church of Skeels, locat- 
ed on the northwest corner of the Skeels farm, on the 
site of the present church. The cemetery is) located 
one-half mile east of Skeels on the southeast corner 
of the Cassiday farm. The Cassiday farm is now 
owned by Earl McIntosh, and Charles Near has the 
Skeels farm. Around tourist time, deer season, and 
fishing, Sheels is a busy place, 


aU 


DALE BRIDGE INCIDENT 
By Dr. Julius Barbour 


My recollections of this event are very clear. 

My father, Dr. Harry A. Barbour, left Beaverton to 
make a call on a patient. Ma. Laure: Budge, a druggist, 
left a few minutes before dad in a four-door touring car. 
Mr. Budge had his top down while my father had his top 
up. This doubtless saved Dad’s life. When they reaecced 
Dale, Mr. Budge stopped at a small store at the top of 
the hill and as father came along they waved greetings 
and, with dad in the lead, proceeded down the hill toward 
a bridge. This bridge was under repair but no one in- 
licated that father should not proceed across it. When 
ye got part way across the bridge, the entire structure 
tollapsed. Dad was rescued from tre river along with 
other residents working on the bridge, and administered 
:o the man at a nearby farm house. Mr. Budge stopped 
ris car a few feet short of the edge of the abutment and 
gacked it up the hill, in a feat whic« he was never able 
to accomplish later. He described the scene as near like 
a movie as anything he had ever s2en. A heavy cross 
member beam of the bridge struck the top of tre car and 
partially crushed my father’s hand which was a serious 
handicap to him in pursuing his career as a surgeon. Had 
Mr. Budge been on the bridge, we believe trat some of 
the four people in his car would have been killed, as his 
top was down while father’s was up. 

Dr. Barbour practiced medicine in Beaverton until 
1915, then at Vassar until 1929, and in Mayville until his 
death recently. He spent 50 years as a general practi- 
tioner in medicine and I am intensely proud of his record © 
of service to rural and town people of Michigan. 

My mother, Mrs. Hartie Barbour, is living in May- 
ville, Michigan, while my brother carries on the medical 
tradition as an ophthalmologist in Flint. 

It is a delight to learn of the Gladwin County Cen- 
tennial. You may count on some of the Barbours to be 
present one day of the event. 


JOHN GRAHAM, AN EARLY STORE KEEPER 
IN GLADWIN 


John Hiram Graham, born in 1844, was one of the 
early settlers of Gladwin County. He was known to the 
community as Jack Graham or Moccasin John, The 
latter name was given to him because he liked to dance 
in-moccasins at the lumber camps. 

In 1862, a young man of eighteen, John came from 
Ontario, Canada. At the age of thirty-nine he became a 
citizen of the United States on the 24th day of October, 
1883, when Gladwin was known as the village of Cedar. 
S. S. Townsend was the clerk of Gladwin County at 
this time. 

Mr. Graham was the owner of one of the first 
grocery stores. The store was located where the pres- 
ent information booth and news agency are now on the 
corner of Cedar and Antler Street. The heading of his 
statements reads: “John Graham, Dealer in Groceries, 
Provisions, Flour, Feed, Telegraph Poles, Fenc2 Posts. 
House Blocks and Tan Bark.” 

He brought his merchandise to Gladwin by team 
and wagon or sled from Loomis where the closest. rail- 
road was located. Later when the railroad was located 
in Gladwin, John brought his merchandise in by the car 
load and sold it out to the lumber camps. Robert 
Stuart, known to many of vs as Bob Stuart, was one of 
his helpers in the store. Bobbie was often seen carry- 
ing a barrel of salt pork from the dray which brought 
it to the store from the railway station. Many a lvymber- 
jack story was spun among the men in his store. 

John was the owner of several sawmills. He traded 
the Cory Sawmill for Block one and lot«eight of Block 
two of Raymond and Chesser addition when first platted. 
He was in partnership with Horace E. Partridge of 
Flint, in the Cedar River Mill. Mr. Partridge was one 
of the Partridge Brothers’ Wholesale Grocers and Pro- 
duce Denlers of Flint. He also had business transactions 
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with Yates, Addis and Company, manufacturers of 
und dealers in all kinds of lumber and shingles, Saginaw. 

John Hiram Graham was married to Jane Bailey 
of Chatham, Gntario on December 5, 1891. In the fam- 
ily are two sons, John Tenzie of Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia, and Archie of Gladwin. three daughters, Mable 
O'Niel of Detroit, Lena Cronin and Clara Jungman of 
Gladwin. 

John was a close friend of the Secord family. He 
enjoyed hunting. and would walk out to the Secords 
tome. After spending the night he would walk back to 
town hunting on the way. Friends became closer in 
those days. He was well known to many of the early 
scttlers for his acts of kindness and legal advice. Many 
of them came to him with their troubles, then returned 
home with a brighter out-look and a basket of groceries 
to help them live through the long cold winters when 
money was scarce, 

He was one of the charter members of the I.0.0.F. 
of Gladwin, an Orangeman, and a member of the Pres- 
byterian Church: Mr. Graham died Avgust 12, 1920. His 
wife. Mrs. Jane Graham, died July 3, 1951, at her home 
in Gladwin. She was 91 years old. 


GLADWIN COUNTY IN GENERAL 


According to Herbert Nolan who was born October 
14, 1863, there was no wagon road on this side of Mid- 
land in 1867. They moved in on a flatboat up the Titta- 
bawassee at this time to camp 16 or Edenville. The 
river was narrow and banks were fringed by white pine 
forest where the land was high, and the flat lands were 
timbered with hard maple, beech, elm, oak, white and 
black ash trees. The shores of the river where wild 
flowers grew in great profusion. At this. time 1867 
there were great forests of virgin pine in every divec- 
tion. There were wolves, bears, wildcats, deer, beavers, 
muskrats, otters, minks and many lesser animals were 
in the forests along the rivers and creeks. Tnen cane 
the lumber men to gather the rich harvest of pine. The 
flatboat could not come any farther north than Camp 
Sixteen which is now known as Edenville. From here 
their food clothing, or what ever they owned had to 
be sent on up the river by canoe. These canoemen svi- 
fered great hardships and had to be strong men, The 
Boom Company built six dams and two of these were 
in Gladwin County. These dams could be put in and 
taken out. 

There was the A. W. Wright Lumber Company 
that owned and operated on a stream logging railroad 
and had branches running into Clare County. They 
also had the largest farm in Gladwin County This 
farm contained 1600 acres of cleared land in one solid 
body and also had what they called the little farm. On 
the big farm was built the largest burn in the state of 
Michigan. It was said that it had 15,000,000 board feet 
of lumber and timber. It was built into the bank of the 
Little Sugar River, and was 80 feet tall from the base- 
ment to the crown of the roof. This farm also had 16 
flowing wells, all good drinking water. 

There was also one flowing well on the little farm. 
Hockaday, Michigan is now on the little farm and 
named for Bob Hockaday who wag a riverman. This 
was in the late 60’s or early 70’s and these men at 
this time were rugged men and had many bloody fights. 
In 1871, John Bothy, who was a road builder, had a 
road job granted to him as State Road, which went 
from Midland to Houghton Lake in Roscommon County 
a distance of 70 miles. 


THE GLADWIN COUNTY RECORD 


and Beaverton Clarion 


The oldest business place in Gladwin County is 
The Gladwin County Record, .published in’ Gladwin City. 
The Keeoed was established in 1877 by J. S$. Holden. 
Mr. Holden esme to Gladwin dn October and published 
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one issue dated October 18, 1877, and named _ The 
Gladwin County Register. It was a single sheet, 9x12 
inches, and printed on one side only. A copy of it is in 
The Record files. 

In this first issue, Holden said: 

“Flere we are at the county seat of Gladwin, and 
mean to stay. After “hoofing it” 25 miles or more over 
roads which received the benefit of six or sight days 
rain, we are located with press, type and printing ma- 
terial, in a corner of C. C. Foutch’s store, where we are 
setting the first notice ever put up in type in Gladwin 
county, this 17th day of October, 1877—a small begin- 
ning, truly, but our large press, with an addition of type, 
and printing material, will bo here shortly, when a good 
sized respectuble-looking newspaper will be issved, and 
continue to be published here, in the interest of Glad- 
win County. The contract for building a printing office 
is let, part of the material on the ground, aad we shall 
occupy it as soon as possible. 

“With regard to the policy 
forthcoming paper, the few words under the heading of 
this sheet will define—“Equal Rights—Justice to All 
Men.” This paper shall not advocate the claims or in- 
terests of any political party—National, State nor local. 
Its aims shall be to advocate and labor for the best in- 
terest of Gladwin County, showing up its natural ad- 
ventages, inducement to settlers, development of its re- 
sources, and promotion of the general interest of this 
section. Hoping to receive the aid, sympathy and co-op- 
eration of every citizen. in this vndertaking, we make 
our bow, until further notice.—J. S. Holden.” 

“The county seat of Gladwin. Let us describe it as 
it appears today. There are six buildings, all told—a court 
house, three dwellings, a barn and a store, from the 
window of which, as we put this article in type without 
copy, we can “take in” the town. 

“The principal street is Cedar Avenue, running east 
from the Cedar River, a clear, rapid stream, 20 or 380 
yards in width, to the Midland & Mackinaw State Road. 
Either side of the avenue is mostly lined with trees. and 
firewood is quite handy. The situation is on a level plain 
above the river, situated near the geopraphical center 
of the county, in Town 18N, R2 West. 18 v:il»s from 
Loomis, the nearest railroad station, on the F & P.M.R.R. 
45 miles north-west of Saginaw—about 24 miles from 
Clare, 29 from Farwell, 80 from Houghton Lake, and 
about 30 miles from Sanford station, in Midland county. 

“Thus, it may be seen that the situation is some- 
what isolated. the surrounding country mostly good 
farming lands, and possess the necessary elements for 
the future agricultural wealth and prosperity, which go 
to build up a prosperovs town. 


“The court house which will) cost when finished 
about $18,000, is perhaps, the nicest building of the 
kind in any new county in the State. It is built of brick 
with sand stone finisn, is three stories in height, sur- 
mounted by a handsome cupola. The size on ground is 
about 45x60’, lower story 8 ft., intended for jail and 
sheriff’s residence; second story 12% feet, containing 
vaults and rooms for offices. The upper story is 16 ft. in 
height where is located the courtroom, about 40 feet 
square, with two jury rooms connected. The building 
was commenced in August 1876. The present  con- 
tractor is Fred Hollister, of Saginaw, who has sublet 
the job of completion to Andre Freechtel, of the same 
p ace, who intends to finish the building in about 6 
weeks.” 


to be pursued by the 


“Lots sell from $10 to $50 per each, according to 
location. About 30 have been taken for actual occupa- 
tion, and henceforth the sale promises to he rapid. C. 


C. Foutch, of Farwell, has a good stock of goods, sells 
reasonable, and is well patronized. James Wright, boot 
und shoemaker, employs a hand besides himself, and 
is doing well. Olson & Smith, of Farwell, are putting 


up a blacksmith shop, and several bvildings will soon be 
erected. Such is Cedar, the county seat of Gladwin, Oc- 
tober 18th, 1877. Five years hence a different scene will 
be presented. 

“The present poptlation of Gladwin county ds about 
1,300. No section of the State is better watered, the 
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Cedar, Tittabawassee, 2 branches of the Tobacco river, 
Molasses, Sugar, Cedar and several other streams. run 
through this county, watering some of the best farm- 
ing lands in the State. Space forbids further mention 


at this time.” 


The next year, Mr. Holden, who also owned the 
Farwell newspaper, came back to Gladwin. He changed 
the name of the newspaper from The Register to The 
Record and published the first issue on March 26, 1878. 


The lack of proper equipment and printing mater- 
ials is probably the reason only one issue was printed 
in 1877. When Holden returned in March of 1878, he 
came better equipped and prepared and publication of 
The Record has been continuous from that time through 
its eighty-four year history. 


Eugene Foster, a youth of 18, came to Gladwin at 
the same time as Holden in 1878 to assist in publication 
of The Record. He had served three years in Midland 
as an apprentice. Foster published The Record under 
the supervision of Holden for several months and on 
November 26, 1878, it was announced that he had leased 
the paper for a year and would have full charge. This 
started his career of over 50 years as publisher of The 
Record. In 1884, his brother, Isaac, became associated 
with him in the ownership of the newspaper and the 
partnership continued until the death of Eugene in 
1928. [sane and his sister, Miss Jessie Lou Toster, who 
had worked for the brothers a number of years, pub- 
lished the paper until the death of Mr, Foster in 1933. 


Harry M. Myers, owner of The Lapeer County 
Press, and Floyd FE, Perlherg, publisher of The Arenie 
County Tndependent, uequired The Record from the 
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estate. William Myers was editor for two years starting 
in 1983 and Enoch T. White Jr. became editor in 1935, 
continuing vntil 1945. That year Paul D. Moon, the 
present publisher, was named editor and a partner in 
the publication and has acquired full owiership in the 
succeeding years. 

The original issue of The Register printed. by Mr. 
Holden, was four columns wide on a sheet 9x12 inches. 


The first copy of The Record was five columns’ wide 
and later was enlarged to six and seven columns, until 


today The Record is a standard 
inch newspaper. : 

In July, 1934, The Beaverton Clarion was consoli- 
dated with The Record. The Clarion was founded by A. 
E. Dann and his father in 1896. Mr. Dann was its 
editor until the two papers were combined, when he 
found his duties as Beaverton postmaster and publisher 
too burdensome. 

There have been other papers published briefly 
during the career of The Record. The Gladwin Demo- 
crat made its appearance in April, 1891, under the 
ownership of C. B. Wilmot and J. E. Spencer. The 
Gladwin Leader was started in May, 1890, by J. E. 
Doughty and it appears that he sold out to The Demo- 
erat during January of 1892. The papers were con- 
solidated under the name of Democrat-Leader and this 
publication continued until January, 1893, when it was 
discontinued. In July, 1897, Spencer returned to the 
publication field with a newspaper he called The 
Enterprise. He suspended it in July of 1899. 

From its small beginning, The Gladwin County 
Record has grown to a publication that averages more 
than 16 pages each week and a circulation of nearly 
34100 copies. It is produced on modern printing equip- 
hoont by a staff of LL persons, 
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THOSE EARLY SCHOOL DAYS 
By Mae Shell 


The following are some of tie outstanding schools in 
Gladwin County in the early 90's: Grout No. 1, the Ridge 
School, McClure School, Butman No. 1, and the Riley 
School. I was still attending school on the Ridge and then 
to Gladwin High. 

During that time I often heard of Lizzie Evans and 
her wonderful work as a teacher at Section Wight School. 
After a number of years there, she left to teach in hec 
home town school at Yale, Michigan. 

Lizzie’s brotcer, Frank Evans, followed her at Sec- 
tion Right. 

During Evans’ time, I began teaching in the ‘Little 
Log Schoothouse” at Hockaday in Butman Township. 

Mr. Evans and I were taking Saturday classes under 
the superintendent otf Gladwin High. We were preparing 
to get our second grade certificates at the coming March 
examination. 

I often heard about the great work being done in 
Section Eignt School and of the high wages, $40.00 per 
month! One Saturday at class, Mr. Evans told me that 
was his last year teacning at Section Hight. 

My school year closed in May. 1 had nine inonths 
term. Section Eight had ten montns! 

One evening soon after my school closed, Mr. Evans 
came to me and said, “{ am leaving and you are to take 
my place!” He sad spoken to the board and all was fay- 
orable. I received my contract, $40.00 per month for ten 
months. I was the first lady teacher to receive $40.u0 
per month in Gladwin County. 

How hard I worked! I wanted to keep up the good 
name and I was interested in boys and girls. [ had, as I 
recall, no difficult problems of discipline. 

Er too long, many parents were complimenting me on 
my good work and I was happy. 

But, can you imagine, I had 70-some enrolled. 1 did 
all my own janitor work, built my own fires. We carried 
our drinking water from Tom Edick’s, and drank from a 
dipper. Yes, I used to see to it that the pail and dipper 
got a good wascing and scalding real often. 

I walked two and one-half miles to my boarding 
place, paid $2.00 the week, and went home Friday nights. 

Can you fancy waiking that far on a cold morning, 
then building a fire and having your room all nice and 
warm at 9:00 o’clock? Often on real bitter mornings or 
when the snow was real deep, Albert or Roy Edick would 
have my fire built for me. And too, when the mud was 
so deep in tie Spring, one of them often drove me home. 

I taught there four years. I taught Grade IX, I had 
82 on the roll. Gladwin City sent me their 9th grade ex- 
aminations, my folks ‘‘took” them, and Gladwin City ac- 
cepted our grades. 

- Here are the names of a few who “took Grade IX” 
with me: Audrey Koontz, Ida Wesley, Beatrice Thomp- 
son, Frances Burke, Harry Harper, Katie Kehow, and 
Gertrude Leininger. 

After four years at Section Eight, I hired to teach 
at the Ridge School. I wanted to be nearer home. 

At the Ridge I encountered many problems of disci- 
pline. One boy “said, “If that Miss Shell ever touches me, 
l’ll throw her watca (I wore it in my belt) across the 
room.” Well, I had to display my strength or let him rule 
my room. Wwe came out alright with no harm to my watch. 

I enjoyed my four years teaching on the Ridge, where 
I had gone to school. 

After that I went to Melvin, Michigan, to be principal 
of a two-room school. And after 12 years in Sanilac 
County, I came back and went to work in the Beaverton 
School, where I taught about 15 years. 


SAGE SCHOOLS — SMITH CREEK 


In the early 80’s Smith Brothers operated a saw 
mill on the banks og the stream which now bears their 
mame, and from which the community of Smith Creek 
derived its mame, 

Later this mill was operated by James Balcer, and 


gave employment to many of the early settlers. Mr. 
and Merst GleBs Fishpool ran the company store. Mr. 
Baker was known as “Cap” Baker. 

Un September 1, 1886 the first school opened, in 
a log building a short distance south of the mill, on 
what is now the William Laycock farm. ‘Two years 
luter they built a frame school where the present 
school stands. Many well known teachers taught in 
that school: Carrie Raymond, James Carpenter, Lucy 
Rice, Gerald Robbins, James Tobin, Mabel Millard, 
Elsie and Clara Wright, Grace Hall, Gertrude Alward, 
Mable Snyder and Riggie Roberts. 

Those serving on the school board in those years 
were: George RK. Alward, C. E. Fishpool, Allen Gif- 
ford, N. Hughey, George Wylie, Willis Davis, Sam 
Davis, James Watson, George Stone, J. M. Carpenter, 
W. H. Malby, Osmer Ashton, Frank Lucas, George 
Rice, Jesse Adamson, Charles Hersee, Henry Deacon, 
and Isaac Smallwood. 

In 1907 the district was bonded for $1000.00 to 
build a new stone school building. Frank McKenna 
was the first teacher in the new building. He was 
followed by Fannie Clark, Grace Day, Nellie McKen- 
na, Meroe Howland, Guy Watson, Gertrude Alward, 
Allie Ferrell, Jennie Ferrell, and William Anderson. 

The night of April 16, 1916, the school house was 
burned by lightning. ‘By that fall the present cement 
block building was ready for use. For several years, 
two teachers were employed, but the enrollment de- 
creased, and it revertd to a one-room school, 

Yeachers serving since 1916 are: William Osborne, 
Jean Raymond (Hoxie), Mrs. M. Morris, Pearl Bowen, 
Myrtle Wood (Behnke), Doris Foutch, Perry Chatter- 
ton, Logan Reid, Charlene Walker (Stevenson), 
Gladys Reid, Margaret S. Clark, Ruby Knight, Jose- 
phine Ewing, John F. Brown, Horace Griffin, Dora 
Campbell, Ferne Whitney, Ruth Ferrell, Ellen Dem- 
aray, Ruby Wirtz, Helen Balzer, and Margaret Noble. 

The district has voted to annex to Gladwin, so we 
ure closing our school. 


In 1904 the Evangelical Church was built on the 
corner near the school but it, too, had to bow to the 
“times”, when cars came from Gladwin and hauled the 
remaining members into town and the church was 
closed. 

Many of the early settlers derived their livlihood 
from lumbering and “driving” the Cedar River. At 
one time in the early 80’s there was a huge ‘banking 
ground’, on the Cedar, where Garver’s Sub-division 
is now located. The older settlers remember well when 
oxen were the only means of travel. Then came the 
evolution to horses, and now tractors and trucks. 

Some of the other first settlers were: Peter 
White, Thomas Dunn, Pat Sullivan, Byron Keating, 
Charles Frost, James Watson and Anthony Barton. 
George William Alward, is the oldest residet of Smith 
Creek, coming here from Farwell with his parents in 
August 1886, when he was two years of age. He has 
resided on the same farm ‘since that time. 

Mrs. Minnie Thompson, one of our oldest register- 
ed voters, came to Gladwin County from Indiana in 
1886. She has lived at her present home in Sage Town- 
ship for 70 years. 

Mrs. Lou Van is another one of our old registered 
voters. , 


STONE SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 3 
BARD 


The old log one-room school was built in 1893 on 
some land. donated by A. T. Brown. The first term 
lasted two months and was taught by Millie Branegin, 

Just 12 years later in 1905, the new stone schoo! 
was built that became known as “The Stone School." , 
Later this school consolidated with Beaverton Rurai 
Agricultural Schools. 

North of the Stone School on the William Tubb. 
place was ua post office which was used for two year 
and then was moved to the Bard Store, There wa 
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more activity here because of the shingle mill and a THE OLD TIMER 
barrel hoop mill on the Tobacco River. These mills 
were portable and moved on to various locations. 


John Bothy built the first plank road across I've just about lived my yeurs three score, 
} Gladwin County from Edenville to Houghton Lake a [ni stiff wita theumatics, my muscles are sore, 
Ddistance of. tT mnidlas: . But I still pay my visits to the old country 
Indians were a common sight in this area as they ue sites 
came in buckboards to camp and gathered ash and Tsit by the stove and argufy ; 
prickly -pine for basket weaving. And the first thing you know I’m feeling quite 
In the 1800’s there were many fur buyers. [3 ont: 
As late as 1905, there was located on the back of Jump bo my feet and TARMOLY CARE Be the flour, 
the present Walter Kemp farm the Camp Lesee lum- And there’s some excitement in the oli grocery 


store. 
A group of us old timers talking and jawin’, 
Talkin’ about our neighbors fightin’ an’ lawin’, 


i} ber camp: Camp Joyce was a large lumber camp on 
if-the Seaman place. There was a story about the lum- 
berjacks getting lumber off the round forty which We hold oy : ue 
meant stealing from all the forest around. We oe. Lae, he old Buys; all ; 
Some old Gretidenta Modlin here. drav Wats Nhah e smoke ard we talk, and time it just flies. 


: ‘ : ; Some old fellow starts to speak— 
sf te ahah ied Noahs Sikes tga 5 Mae Aga Shifts his quid to tre side of his cheek, 


Rests for a bit, stops his chawin’, 

and before you know it his speakin’ is jawin’. 

Soon all of us are talkin’ and argufyin’; 

We stick to the truth when we’re not lyin’. 
KING KAY SCHOOL Every minute there’s something doin’; 

Talkin’, and laughin’, chawin’ and-cnewin’. 

Some old chap white ard hoary 


The King Kay School was built in 1917. The first Cut: off a chew from his plug cf Old Glory, 
teacher was Jay Lovesey. The second to teach was Ruth Holds it in his fingers while he tells a story. 
Yeager. We talk about fishin’, we talk about crops, 


We talk about cider, and we talk about shops, 
And tre store-keeper winks when we lick our 


chops. 
We talk about peace and we talk about war— 
FISHER SCHOOL We settle Seite at the old country store. 
If the president ard governor would only think 
The Fisher School was built in 1902 or 1903. The twice ‘ 
first teacher was George Taylor. Jay Lovesey and Ava And visit the country store when in need of 
Colbeck were other teachers. advice 


These old timers would swing their axes 
And show our officials how to cut taxes. 
Tey could even tell congress a thing or two 
About guidin’ the ship o’ state and manigin’ 


BELL SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 2 her crew. 
They could tell the rulers, without shiftir’ their 
The old Bell School was made of log and was built quid, ‘ : : 
in 1900, The new Bell School was built in 1907. ‘The How to run the country ‘like Abe Lincoln did, 
first School Board was: Gus Youngfer, Moderator; And, to tell the truth about it. most of ’em felt 
John Rakel, Assessor; Mrs.. Dell, Mr. Schneider. bie res aks told a tring or two to Teddy 
oosevelt. 


If the truth you wish, and a little bit more, 
Just spend an evening at the old courtry store. 
—C. A. Tomlinson 


HURSCH SCHOOL 


The Hursch School was built in 1909. The first 
teacher was Irene Ferrell Elthorp, second teacher was 
Ava Bodkins. Some of the old settlers were the Red- POEM 
mans, Mrs. Redman is still living. The tlolly family, : 
living here, was colored. 2 tan poeen neat ely 
nd 1922 and rode a horse to school. The Hurscn schoo : 
is now a dwelling house. Mrs. Emma J. Hursch, whose The following was called forth from a ninth 
family name was given to this school, has celebrated grade pupil in District No. 1, in tribute of the 
her 101st birthday in Flint. She and her husband John, sarout town poet: 
who died in 1929, went to Flint in 1910 from Gladwin 
County. She had been a covk in a lumber camp. i 4 
We have a poet in our town, 
He is a man of high renown, 
We never see him cast a frown 
Whether going up hill or down. 
This man is straight, tall and fair, 
Has a great head, write teeth, dark nair. 
He has horses which are strong, 


LESKE SCHOOL, BEAVERTON TOWNSILIP 


The Leske School once known as the Black Creek And the steps trey take are quick and long. 
School wus built in 1918. The first teacher was Sadie This poet has a sleigh and cart, 
Kitchen Bergman. In about 1919 Wesley Mott, Arthur And a little horse named Tom; 
Dull. Kaymond Nunn, Adolph Brovkner, Frank Voleich And little Jumbo, too, has he, 
went to the Leske School to a box social and bought Toat he drives while visiting ’round. 
several boxes. Then they ran away down ar old lumber I've told you all that I can tell, 
trail. which is now on the Albert Ware farm where And I hope you'll think that I’ve done well; 
they ate up the things in tne boxes. They elected Wes- And when you look at the moon in the sky— 
ley Mott to pet the dishes back to the pias. He sent Thick Who is the best poet, he or 1? 

: -~Allie Ferrell 


them back by mail. 
43 
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RHODES 


The Poet at It Again—A Rival of the Sweet Singer 
of Michigan. 

Our local poet has been at it again. If there is not 
something done for him soon he will surely go to the 
bad. I enclose a copy of his last which shows that his 
mind is wandering. 


At a place called Rhodes on the Pinconning line, 
there stands a shingle mill, which runs very fine. Bur- 
lingame & Bentley is the firm, which is new; but I will 
tell in my rhyme of the shingle mill’s crew. 

I first have M. Bentley, who keeps all the books; 
he’s a man of good. nature, you can tell by his looks He 
never says he cannot saw,—well, maybe he can, but he 
don’t sort shingles they say worth a—continental. 

I next have Mr. Burlingame, who is one of the 
firm; he thinks he is a millwright, but he has lots to 
learn: for when he fixes machinery he makes it rvn— 
worse, which causes his partner to swear and to curse. 

There is Frank Worgas, the sawyer, IJ would have 
you to know for sawing good shingles he is not so slow; 
and he files his saws nicely and keeps them in good 
trim; the firm would not do very well without him. 

Peter Worgas. the jointer, is pretty fly: he can 
joint all the shingles and not half try. But he throws 
lots of culls to the knot-sawyer some days, 
he will bounce him if he don’t mend his ways. 

Ed Herrick, the fireman, is not so bad, but should 
one speak to him cross, he is sure to get mad; then he 
will toot and kick, his head will hang down—he says 
he wishes that he never struck town. 

Bill Hunter. the man who the bolter attends, came 
here from Bentley, and has lots of friends. He is also 
a teamster, as he drives Tige and Kate, and says they 
can’t be outdrawn in the state. 

Now Jim, the drag sawyer, is quite a lad, as he 
attends to his work. and never gets mad; he cleans his 
part of the mill when shut down, while all the rest are 
sitting around. 

John Lefler, the packer, is rather quick, as he packs 
the good shingles and does it up slick; and when they 
are packed they are off his hands—the most of the 
trouble is to keep him in bands. 

Herb Mahar, the teamster, is quite a boy; when his 
horses are fat he is right in his joy. He says he can 
outdraw anything on the tracks, but I think he would 
get left if he tackled the blacks. 

Of the boarding house now I will speak in my 
rhyme. as the meals are good and always on time; for 
Sanford, the chore boy, he gets up at five, and the 
people all around say he is alive. 

There are a store and post-office which belong to 
the firm; the prices are low, I am_ pleased to learn. 
You can buy anything there from a pin to 4 shirt, and 
if you have not the money you can pay it in work. 

Now my rhyme is ended. and I am all through; I 
have told you about a shingle mill crew; I am sure you 
don’t like it, as I am sorry to find, so I just beg your 
pardon for taking your time. 


who says 


THE ALPHABET SONG 


This song was contributed by County Clerk, Charlie 
Ferrell, who recalls the many times his father, Charles 
Ferrell Sr. sang it. ; 


A is for ax that we very well know 
Bis for the boys that can use them just so 
C is for chopping that we always begin 
D is for the danger we always are in 
Chorus: 
So Merry so merry so merry are we 
No mortils on earth are us"happy as we 
Hi-dari Hi-dari Hi-dari o’dum 
The Shanty-man's well and there’s nothing goes wrong 
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E is the echo that through the woods ring 
F is the foreman that heads our gang 
G is the grindstone so often is turned and 
H_ is the handle so smoothly worn 

Chorus: 


I is for iron to mark our pine 

J is the jovial that’s never behind 

Kk igs the keen edges our axes do keep 

Lis for the lice that keep us from sleep 
Chorus; 


M is the moss that we put in our camp 

Nis for the needle we mend our pants 

O is for the owl that hoots by night 

P is for the pine that always falls right. 
Chorus; 


Q is for the quart of good whiskey and gin 

Ris for the river we float our logs in 

S is for the sleighs so firm and so strong 

T is the teams that will haul-them along 
Chorus; 


U_ is the use we put our teams to 

V is the valley we haul our logs through 

Y is for the yoke we put on our steers 

Z is for zebra that play with the deer. 
Chorus; 


THE MICHIGAN EMIGRANTS’ SONG 


The author and date of this little song are unknown, 
It appeared in the New England Farmer in 1831. For 
the sake of its quaintness and because it is a relic of n 
little interest we reprint some of the stanzas. 


Tune—“John Anderson, My Jo John” 


Come all ye Yankee Farmers 
_Who’d like to change your lot, 
Who’ve spunk enough to travel 
Beyond your native spot, 
And leave behind the village 
Where Pa’ and Ma’-do stay, 
Come follow me and settle 
In Michigania. 
I’ve hearn of your Penobscot 
Way down in parts of Maine, 
Where timber grows in plenty, 
But darn the bit of grain; 
And I have hearn of Quoddy 
And your Piscataqua, 
But these can’t hold a candle 
To Michigania. 
What country ever growed up 
So great in little time, 
Just popping from the nurs’ry 
Right into like its prime; 
When Uncle Sam did wean her, 
’Twas but the other day, 
And now she’s quite a Lady, 
This Michigania. 
Then come, ye Yankee farmers, 
Who’ve mettle hearts like me 
And elbow grease in plenty, 
To bow the forest tree; 
Come take a “Quarter section,” 
And I'll be: bound you'll stay. 
This country takes the rag off— 
This Michigania. 
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Honorable 


mention goes 


to the following people 


who contributed pictures and materials for the Centen- 


nial Book. 


Mrs. Bell Murray 
Mrs. Carl Slabic 

Mrs. Blaine Yeager 
Mrs, Ellen Demaray 
Mrs, Clara Jungman 
Miss Mamie McKnight 
Mrs. Laura Entrekin 
Mrs. William Bowers 
Mrs. Ella Grace Wright 
Mr. Walter Nash 
Mrs. Hazel Alward 
Mrs, Etta Wilson 
Hattie Weir 

Mrs. Beverly Hooker 
Mr. Sidney Babcock 
Mr. Vernon Seltz 

Mr. Richard Swinson 
Mrs. Emma Soldan 
Polly Knight 

Mr. Asa Hockaday 
Mrs.. Dale Hojem 
Mrs. Mary Kinney 
Mrs. Margaret Flynn 
Mrs. Jean Hopson 
Mr. A. N. Sprowl 

Mr Norman Smith 
Mr. Kenneth Kerswill 
Mr, Lavern Boman 
Mrs. Elya Graham 
Mr. Gleason Halliwill 
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Mrs. Frances Fletcher 
Mrs. Velma Ross Damoth 
Mrs. Winifred Dugan 
Mr. Gordon Dundas 

Mrs. Virginia McCulloch 
Mrs. Mary Carpenter 
Mrs. Hazel Frye 

Mrs. Ethel Kerswill 
Mrs. John Walker 

Mrs, Beatrice Benmark 
Mrs. Laura Wagar 
Mrs. Mary Pero 

. Florence Kinyon Seltz 
Mr. Ernie Gower 

Mr. Charles Ferrell 


- Mrs. Allie Ferrell Mortimer 


Mr. Herman Chubb 
Mr. Jack Valentine 
Mrs. Anna Secord 
Miss Mae Shell 

Mrs. Avis Ridley 
Father George Artman 
Rev. Ross Tracy 

Mrs. Joseph Schulz Sr. 
Mr, Herbert Nolan 
Mr. Edward Doser 
Rev. Earl Fogelsonger 
Mr. Aubrey Chatterton 
Mrs. Andrew Harrison 
Mrs. R. R. Doverspike 
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